News Broadcasting Standards Authority
Order No. 39 (2016)

Order of NBSA on the letter dated 31.12.2015, received from the Under
Secretary, Mol&B regarding alleged violation of the content by “ETV MP
Chhattisgarh News Channel” on 7.8.2015 at 18:26:34 hrs

Mol&B, vide above mentioned letter, had forwarded the CD containing
recordings of the content carried by ETV MP Chhatisgarh TV Channel on

7.8.2015 (at 18:26:34 hrs) and the EMMC Report containing its analysis and
comments on the programme aired.

The Report of the EMMC stated that the channel had telecast a special
programme namely “Vampire” based on the stories on vampires in an exaggerated
manner, purporting to disclose secrets relating to vampires. During the whole
programme, the channel had used scary and horrifying clippings from Hollywood
films on vampires. During the said programme, comments were made like “afé

31 A1 99§ fb 3R gar 9oT & A R @ Wl @ erll, 3R A Pl &N 7 A 370 9% g% T
BB A9 TR T and “OFR RIS $9 910 W TeR o Y@ & O BE T FEl IR B g of R,
Sl §9 910 @ @ 81" The broadcast also included a clipping of a couple living like
vampires in real life by drinking the blood of each other by cutting their hand. In
short, it was apparent that the object of the programme was to credibalise the
existence of vampires and to promote blind faith in occult, vampirism and
superstition. The visuals were also disturbing and revolting;

During the telecast of the programme, following statements were made by
the anchor:

‘Ped § f 3T SR WM @1 AR & O qat @ o ofaw ¥ 1 e o aer o § b
FAqaaed JoTUSYIel Sl T Tl BT do[g URN AT 7| 3R &9 ok Red @1 ) ar g
Tl 8 f& IFRR @Y Il B AR S A o T8 fear| fO9E 9 6 TR ® e
AR S TS Fdet 9 WM qT | AT T IRR B A GA Bl TN B qrAl A
e WER T8 U MU B AN IIY XEA § | SHH PR SR 99 7 WY Y I8 9H W
70 @ | TR Y& 2 3R A e & 78 99 5 gTH O W o TN S6d G o
O W G O & | TURR $Y SN AN ©F S qemy e 3 [

It was also stated during the broadcast that according to research by
scientists, when the blood of a young human is transfused into the body of an old
human, then the mind and body of the old human starts functioning as that of
young human. Further the channel, with the help of graphics, informed that
scientists performed an experiment on rats, in which the blood of young rats was
transfused into the body of old rats, and after such transfusion, the body of the
old rat transformed into the body of a young rat. The channel stated that on the



experiment performed on the rats that: “3FR figm 9 I R HeX o V&l g a@ P T Bl
TURR @I T A B, W §9 91 @ Wil 8 ' It is informed by the channel that there is a
belief that the vampires chew their shroud after their death which results into the

spreading of many diseases; and that for this reason, on the death of such persons,
they are buried with brick in their mouths (18:34:34 to 18:38:50).

When the EMMC Report and CD were sent to the broadcaster with letter
dated 22.12.2015, the broadcaster in its reply dated 18.1.2016 has stated that there
“was no intention to broadcast indecent content or to enconrage blind belief through telecast of the
program mentioned in the instant complaint. The said program was aired only once on 7" Augnst
2015 at 6:30 PM.” The broadcaster assured that it will ensure that the said program

was not telecast on their channel again.

NBSA at its meeting held on 11.3.2016 considered the complaint, response
and also viewed the CD. NBSA was surprised to note that a news channel at a
prime hour (18:26:34 hrs), when there would be substantial viewership including
young children, was showing a highly exaggerated horrifying programme with false
content advocating blind belief in superstition and occult, and trying to pass off
Hollywood movie scenes as depictions of vampirism which had truth and scientific
research backing. NBSA noted that the programme violated the Principles of Self
Regulation relating to “Refraining from Advocating or Enconraging Superstition and
Occultisn?” & “Specific Guidelines Covering Reportage” relating to “Accuracy, Good Taste,
Supernatural, Occultism & Paranormal & Children’s interest”.

NBSA therefore issued a show cause notice to the broadcaster for wilful
violation of the above guidelines and directed it to file a response and also to
appear before the NBSA. Mr. Asheet Kunal, Editor, ETV and Ms. Aditi Mittal,
Authorised Representative appeared before the NBSA on 21.5.2016 on behalf of
ETV MP/Chhattisgarh:

The broadcastet's representatives informed NBSA that its intention was to
educate the viewers on the subject. He however, conceded that the programme
was not made in an appropriate manner to convey the intended object. He stated
that a notice was issued to Mr. M. Pandey, producer of the programme for
violation of the NBA Guidelines and that he subsequently left the organization.
The broadcaster admitted that it was a mistake and it was not an appropriate
programme to be run on the news channel, particularly around 6.30 pm when there
would be substantial viewership including young children.



After considering the matter, NBSA was of the view that showing a highly
exaggerated horrifying programme with false content advocating blind faith in
superstition and occult, and trying to pass off Hollywood movie scenes as
depictions of vampirism as if there was truth and scientific research backing for
vampirism showed lack of editorial checks and inadequate supervision. NBSA
held that the broadcaster was in breach of Principles of Self Regulation relating to
“Refraining from Advocating or Enconraging Superstition and Occultism” & “Specific
Guidelines Covering Reportage” relating to “Accuracy, Good Taste, Supernatural, Occultism
& Paranormal & Children’s interest”.

NBSA decided to impose the following sanctions/fine upon the
broadcaster:

(a) The broadcaster shall, at 6.30 pm on 25.7.2016 air the following text (static) on
full screen in large font size with a clearly audible voice-over (in slow speed)
expressing regret for the said telecast on their channel ETV MP/Chhattisgath by
stating the following: ( Text to be translated in Hindi )

“We regret that in the telecast of a special programme namely “Vampire”
telecast on 7.8.2015 at 18:26:34 hrs, we had failed to comply with the
Principles of Self Regulation relating to “Refraining from Advocating or
Encouraging Superstition and Occultism” & “Specific Guidelines Covering
Reportage” relating to “Accuracy, Good Taste, Supernatural, Occultism &
Paranormal & Children’s interest”. We admit that it was a mistake to show a
highly exaggerated horrifying programme with false content advocating
blind faith in superstition and occult and trying to pass off Hollywood
movie scenes as depictions of vampirism and trying to imply that vampirism
had truth and scientific research backing”.

(b) The broadcaster is imposed a fine of Rs.1,00,000/-.(Rupees one lakh only)
payable to NBA (News Broadcasters Association) within 7 (seven) days of receipt
of this Order.

(c) The video of the said programme, if hosted, on ETV MP Chhatisgarh or any
website or any other links should be removed immediately and confirmed to
NBSA.

(d) The broadcaster shall submit a compact disc containing the telecast with
particulars of the date and time of the telecast, within one week of telecast, as
proof of compliance. After such CD is submitted by the broadcaster, the matter
will be closed.



NBSA further directs the NBA:
a) To send a copy of this order to the Mol&B and the news channel;
b) To circulate this order to all Members, Editors & Legal Heads of NBA.

c) NBA to also host this order on its website and to include it in its next Annual
Report.

d) Release the Order to media.

Sd/-
Justice R.V. Raveendran (Retd)
Chairperson
Place: New Delhi
Date: 18.7.2016



