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October 5, 2012 
 
All Members & Editors of NBA 
 
Sub: Media guidelines for reporting on Children - Court on its own motion Vs. Union of 
India & Ors. : Writ Petition (Civil) No. 787 of 2012 pending before Delhi High Court   
 
This writ petition had been initiated by the Delhi High Court on the basis of a letter petition 
filed by Mr. Anant Asthana, Advocate drawing the attention of the Court to the  media 
reportage relating to two year old baby girl named Falak who was admitted at the All India 
Institute of Medical Sciences and another 15 year old minor girl who had allegedly brought 
baby Falak to hospital.  
 
By its Order dated 8th February, 2012 the Court recorded that the issue related to the 
violation of particular provisions inter-alia of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of 
Children) Act, 2000 by causing breach of privacy by revealing the name/s and identity/ies of 
the children and the Court expressed that it would frame guidelines for media reportage of 
such situations. 
 
NBA then had moved an intervention application in the matter, which was allowed. 
Observing that the views of NBA would be important for taking a decision in the matter, the 
Court had permitted NBA to nominate a representative on a committee constituted by the 
Court to assist it in framing guidelines for reporting on children. Secretary General, NBA was 
nominated on the Committee. The Court had directed that the National Commission for 
Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) shall be the convener of the Committee.  
 
By order dated 8.8.2012, the Court has now directed that the attached Guidelines for Media 
Reporting on Children be implemented with immediate effect. Attached are the Guidelines 
for Media Reporting on Children along with enclosures.  The Order and related documents 
are also available on the website of NCPCR http://www.ncpcr.gov.in/childparticipationtv.htm 
 
Members are requested to follow these guidelines scrupulously while reporting on 
children.   
 
Regards, 
 
 
 
 
Annie Joseph 
Secretary General, NBA  
 
CC:  Legal Head of NBA 
 



Guidelines for media reporting on children approved by the Hon’ble High Court of 
Delhi on 8.8.2012  in Writ Petition ( Civil ) N0 787 of 2012   

 
Media coverage on matters relating to children may have long term consequences on their 
overall development (physical, mental, psychological, emotional, moral, social, economic 
etc.), life and dignity; and lack of care by Media in this regard may entail real risk of children 
facing harm, stigma, disqualification, retribution etc. The privacy, dignity, physical and 
emotional development of children is of the utmost importance, which are to be preserved 
and protected at all times, while reporting/broadcasting/publication of news/programs/ 
documentaries etc. on and for children. 
 
The guidelines mentioned below are proposed in the backdrop of the existing legal 
framework enclosed as Annexure-A, to secure and protect the rights of children and to set-
out the minimum parameters of responsibility to be borne by print and electronic media 
(hereinafter referred to as ‘Media’) in relation to reporting/broadcasting/publication of 
news/programs/documentaries etc. on and for children.  

1. Meaning of terms used: 
1.1 “Child” or “children” shall mean a person(s) who has/have not completed 18 
years of age; 
1.2 “Media” shall include, but not be limited to, any newspaper, magazine, news-
sheet or electronic media. 

2. PRINCIPLES: 
2.1 Involvement of children in news/programs/documentaries etc .must evidently be 

editorially justified including from a child rights’ perspective. 
2.2 Media shall ensure that child victims of rape, other sexual offences, trafficking, 

drug/substance abuse, elopement, organized crimes, children used in armed conflicts, 
children in conflict with law and child witnesses etc. are automatically guaranteed 
anonymity for life.  

2.3 Media must ensure that due consideration is given to a child’s right to privacy and to 
prevent the child from being exposed to anxiety, distress, trauma, social stigma, risk 
to life & safety and further suffering in relation to reporting/broadcasting/publication 
of news/programs/documentaries etc. on and for children. 

2.4 Media shall ensure that a child’s identity is not revealed in any manner, including but 
not limited to, disclosure of personal information, photograph, school/institution/ 
locality and information of the family including their residential/official address. 

2.5 Media shall not sensationalize issues or stories, especially those relating to children, 
and should be conscious of the pernicious consequences of disclosing/highlighting 
information in a sensational form and the harm it may cause to children. 

2.6 Interviewing a child by the media: 
This shall be governed by the following principles: 
a) That the interview is in the child’s best interest. 
b) That the interview does not aggravate the child’s situation further. 
c) That the manner and content of the interview doesn’t affect/interfere with the 

child’s right to privacy. 
d) That if the interview is in the child’s best interest, the same shall be done under 

supervision and consent of the child’s parent(s) or legal guardian, or in the 
alternative, the competent authorities for the child. 

e) That while interviewing a child, his/her consent may be obtained, depending upon 
his/her age and maturity. 

f) Frequent interviewing of a child must be avoided. 
g) The child’s refusal to be interviewed must be honored. 
h) Before interviewing the child he/she must be duly informed about the purpose and 

manner of the interview. 



i) The child and/or his/her parents/guardian or any person having control over 
him/her shall not be coerced or enticed in any manner including financial or other 
inducement to secure consent for the interview. 

2.7 Media must verify the credentials and authority of individuals/organizations   whose 
consent is sought on behalf of the child. 

2.8 Media shall not give any financial or other inducement to the child or parent / 
guardian or others in relation to reporting / broadcasting / publication of news / 
programs / documentaries etc. on and for children. 

2.9 Media must balance its responsibility to protect children from unsuitable content with 
the  right to freedom of expression and the right to know. 

2.10 To protect the identity of the child media shall ensure that any visual showing the 
face of the child must be completely morphed in cases where privacy /anonymity is 
required as illustrated in Principle 2.2.above.. 

2.11 Media shall orient/sensitize its editorial personnels, including editors/ editorial team 
/ reporters / correspondents / producers / photographers etc. about laws, rules, 
regulations and guidelines related to reporting/broadcasting/publication of 
news/programs/documentaries etc. on and for children. 

2.12 The media shall proactively promote the children’s right to information and freedom 
of expression. 

2.13 Publicity: 
The Department of Information and Public Relations of all State Governments and 
U.T. Administrations, the Directorate of Field Publicity, Directorate of Advertising 
and Visual Publicity (DAVP) of Ministry of Information and Broadcasting, Prasar 
Bharati (AIR & DD), Self Regulatory Bodies etc. shall give due publicity at 
appropriate intervals to the laws, rules, regulations and guidelines (including the 
proposed one) related to reporting/broadcasting/publication of news/programs/ 
documentaries etc. on and for children. 

2.14 Monitoring: 
The compliance with the applicable laws, rules, regulations and guidelines (including 
the proposed one) related to reporting/broadcasting/publication of news/programs/ 
documentaries etc. on and for children shall be monitored by the following: 

(a) the self-regulatory bodies. 
(b) the regulatory mechanisms of Ministry of Information & Broadcasting, such as, 

Electronic Media Monitoring Center (EMMC) and Inter-Ministerial Committee 
(IMC). 

(c)  Press Council of India. 
through their respective procedures.  

 
2.15 Status Report: 

NCPCR / SCPCRs shall file a report in this Hon’ble Court on yearly basis 
regarding the compliance level of the applicable laws, rules, regulations and 
guidelines (including the proposed one) by all concerned. 

The foregoing are only broad Guidelines and are not meant to be exhaustive.  
 
Encl: a/a 

8.8.2012 


















