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Re: Thelmpending Ayodhya Judgement

September 16, 2010

All Editors of NBA

The Lucknow Bench of the Allahabad High Court hasd 24" September 2010, for
pronouncement of the judgement in the Ayodhya Case.

The powerful and wide impact of the informationsdisiinated by the electronic media on
formation of public opinion makes it incumbent ¢ toroadcasters to take extra care in the
telecast of news relating to sensitive matters.

The Ayodhya issue is one such matter in which egtne is necessary to ensure that the
telecast of any news relating to it should notdemsational, inflammatory or be provocative.
The basic guideline to be adhered to is that ahsnews should conform strictly to
subserving the public interest of maintaining comaluharmony & preservation of the
secular ethos of our plural society and it shooftuience the formation of the correct public
opinion.

In view of the ultra sensitive nature of the Ayodhgsue, the reporting of the High Court
judgement on Ayodhya in this case requires adherémc the Code of ethics and certain
specific guidelines issued from time to time iniéidd to these.

It is, therefore, necessary that all the broadesistieould not only ensure rigid compliance of
the earlier guidelines as well as these guidellm&sshould also ensure that no occasion
arises for any speculation about the accuracyeottimtent.

Some additional specific guidelines to be obsemaelation to the telecast of this matter are
as follows:

1. All news relating to the High Court judgement inetlcase should be verbatim
reproduction of the relevant part of the said judget uninfluenced by any opinion
or interpretation.

2. No broadcast should be made of any speculationhefjadgement before it is
pronounced; and of its likely consequence thereaftich may be sensational,
inflammatory or provocative.

3. No footage of the demolition of the Babri Masjidtes be shown in any new item

relating to the judgement.

No visuals need be shown depicting celebratiorratest of the judgement.

In view of the sensitivity of news reporting onghssue extra care should be taken to

ensure accuracy by vetting &clearance at the higiditorial level.
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It is expected that strict adherence to these goeewould be ensured by all the Editors to
avoid any violation which may attract strict action

Sd/-

Annie Joseph

Secretary General, NBA

CC: Members & Legal Heads of NBA
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