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July 05" 2011
All Editors of NBA
Re:  Broadcast of news relating to recendevelopments on the Telangana issue

Member broadcasters are aware of the recent amiog-developments in Andhra Pradesh
in relation to the demand for a separate Telangateie, where matters are getting
increasingly contentious.

It is imperative that the dissemination by the ®t@tuc media of news and information
relating to this sensitive matter is done with axdare and caution.

It is necessary to ensure that the telecast ofnamys relating to this subject should not be
sensational, inflammatory or provocative. The bagideline to be adhered to is that all
news relating to this subject should conform diritcb subserving the public interest of
maintaining parochial and communal harmony, of esthg any divisive or fissiparous

tendencies and of preserving the secular ethoargblaralistic society.

It should be remembered that information disseramhéty the media influences the formation
of public opinion and also has the potential ofoking strong public reaction.

Accordingly, member broadcasters are advised teradstrictly to the NBA Code of Ethics
& Broadcasting Standards and other Specific Gudsliissued from time-to-time that are
relevant to the subject.

Some additional, though non-exhaustive, specifidglines to be observed in relation to the
telecast relating to this matter are as follows:

1. No broadcasts should be made of any speculationt abbe matter and/or of its likely
repercussions thereafter which may be sensatimril@immatory or provocative.

2. No provocative footage of violence, agitation, selimolation etc., if any, should be
shown in any broadcast relating to the matter.

3. No visuals should be shown depicting celebratioprotest in relation to the matter.
4. Unnecessary repetition of sensitive visuals shbeldvoided.
5. Archival footage should clearly be labeled “FILE” and preferably also state the

date and time of initial broadcast.

6. In view of the sensitivity of news reporting onghssue, extra care should be taken to
ensure accuracy and balance of reportage, by peiting and clearance of news at
the highest editorial level.

7. It is emphasized that programmes telecast iatiogel to this subject should not
speculate about, and should not have contentichateleon the matter.
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It is expected that every channel will strictly adito this Advisory and give no occasion for
the NBSA to examine any allegation of violationsrbgmber channels.

Member broadcasters are however also advised to erve the footage of all the
programmes telecast in relation to the Telangana s$sie, including scripts for
examination, should it become necessary.

Editors are advised to ensure strict adherendeetgetguidelines to avoid any violation which
may invite strict action.
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Annie Joseph
Secretary General, NBA

CC: Members & Legal Heads of NBA
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