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Message from President, NBA
August 26, 2010

Sameer Manchanda
President

Dear Members,

It is my privilege to present the third Annual Report of the News Broadcasters Association and lay
out the key initiatives and achievements of the past year.

Like the two previous years, the past year too was quite eventful. Collectively, we took several
initiatives for fulfilling the goals of the Association. We achieved success on a number of fronts
even as we continue to creatively tackle some of our biggest challenges.

A key achievement of the year was the expansion of our membership base. With the addition of six
new broadcasters into the NBA fold, we are today an Association of 20 broadcasters representing
45 news channels. The NBA today represents not just national voices, but several regional ones
as well and we look forward to welcoming more regional news broadcasters into our fold in the
years ahead.

The NBA'’s consensual approach of dealing with various issues where Members take a united stand
on the decisions taken, goes a long way in creating lasting solutions.

The NBA is also broadening its scope through initiatives on research, granting scholarships,
conducting trainings and conferring awards, to name a few. This, in turn, is creating value for its
Members and making the Association a destination of choice for news broadcasters who are not
already a part of it.

The News Broadcasting Standards Authority, chaired by Justice J. S. Verma, former Chief Justice
of India and former Chairperson of the National Human Rights Commission will be completing its
two year term on October 2, 2010. The Authority has convened regularly to address complaints
received from viewers and take initiatives for improving broadcasting standards of Member news
channels, the details of which are elaborated in the Annual Report. On sensitive news items, the
Authority has, in consultation with member editors, taken proactive steps and advisories issued for
balanced coverage of the matters.

It gives me immense satisfaction to state that the NBA’s model of self regulation has been able to
succeed primarily on the back of the valuable advice and wise counsel that our Members and Editors
have been receiving from the Chairperson & eminent Members of the NBSA. The NBA’s model of
self regulation by a “jury of peers” has found mention and appreciation in various forums.

On behalf of the Board and Members of the NBA, I would like to place on record our sincere
gratitude to the Chairperson and Members of the NBSA for their invaluable contribution towards
ensuring the success of our self regulation model. To maintain continuity, the Board has decided
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to reappoint the Chairperson & the Members representing Eminent Persons for a further period of
two years while new members will be nominated to represent Editors.

As we look ahead, we must stand firm in our belief that in a free democracy like India self
regulation is the best model for regulating the news media. We must work together to observe our
standards in letter and spirit. I hope that the NBA’s Code of Ethics and the Redressal Regulations
are adopted as a part of the Programme Code under the Cable TV Rules which is bound to further
strengthen the process of self regulation in India.

I would like to express my sincere gratitude to the Board and Members of the NBA for their constant
support. It has been a enriching experience for all of us. I would like to thank Mr. Chintamani Rao
& Mr Shazi Zaman, two members of the NBA Board who stepped down during the year. Their
contributions were of immense value to the Association.

I would like to thank Mrs Annie Joseph, the NBA Secretary General for spearheading the NBA’s
various initiatives and for her efficient management of the Association’s ever widening range of
activities. She is an invaluable asset to the Association. I would also like to thank the entire team
assisting her in the day to day management of the NBA Secretariat including other Office Bearers,
Members of the Board, Legal Counsel, Financial and Corporate Consultants as well as the Auditors
of NBA and Bankers.

Best wishes,

VAN

Sam/eer Manchanda
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11! Notice 111

NOTICE is hereby given that the 3rd Annual General Meeting of the Members of News Broadcasters
Association will be held on Wednesday, the 15th September, 2010, at 12.00 noon at Maharani Hall,
The Claridges, 12 Aurangzeb Road, New Delhi - 110011, to transact the following business:-

Ordinary Business:

1.

To receive, consider and adopt the Audited Balance Sheet as at March 31, 2010 and the Income
and Expenditure Account for the period ended on that date together with Auditor’s Report
and Directors Report thereon and for the purpose, to pass with or without modification(s) the
following resolution as an Ordinary Resolution:

“RESOLVED THAT the Balance Sheet as at March 31, 2010, and Income and Expenditure
Account for the period ended on that date, together with Auditor’s Report and Directors Report
thereon, be and are hereby approved and adopted.”

To re-appoint M/s S.S.Kothari Mehta & Co., Chartered Accountants, as Statutory Auditors of
the Association, to hold office from the conclusion of this meeting until the conclusion of the
next Annual General Meeting and to fix their remuneration and for the purpose, to pass with
or without modification(s) the following resolution as an Ordinary Resolution:

“RESOLVED THAT M/s S.S. Kothari Mehta & Co., Chartered Accountants, the retiring
Statutory Auditors be and are hereby re-appointed as Statutory Auditors of the Association
from the conclusion of this meeting until the conclusion of the next Annual General Meeting at
a remuneration as may be determined by the Board of Directors of the Association.”

Special Business:

3.

To consider and if thought fit, to pass with or without modification(s) the following resolution
as an Ordinary Resolution:

“RESOLVED THAT Mr. Sunil Lulla who was appointed as a Permanent Director of the
Association by the Board of Directors subject to approval of General Body Meeting and who
holds office up to the date of this Annual General Meeting and in respect of whom the Association
has received a notice in writing from a Member proposing his candidature for the office of
Directorship duly seconded by another Member, be and is hereby appointed as a Permanent
Director of the Association, not liable to retire by rotation, in terms of the provisions of Article
17 of the Articles of Association.”

To consider and if thought fit, to pass with or without modification(s) the following resolution
as an Ordinary Resolution:

“RESOLVED THAT Mr. Ashok Venkatramani who was appointed as a Permanent Director
of the Association by the Board of Directors subject to approval of General Body Meeting
and who holds office up to the date of this Annual General Meeting and in respect of whom
the Association has received a notice in writing from a Member proposing his candidature
for the office of Directorship duly seconded by another Member, be and is hereby appointed
as a Permanent Director of the Association, not liable to retire by rotation, in terms of the
provisions of Article 17 of the Articles of Association.”
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5. To consider and if thought fit, to pass with or without modification(s) the following resolution
as an Ordinary Resolution:

“RESOLVED THAT the consent and approval of the Members of the Association be and
is hereby accorded to the payment of honorarium to the Chairman and payment of sitting
fee/ allowances to the Members of News Broadcasting Standards Authority, along with
reimbursement of travelling expenses as set out in the Explanatory Statement attached to this
Notice.”

6. To consider and if thought fit, to pass with or without modification(s) the following resolution
as an Ordinary Resolution:

“RESOLVED THAT in terms of sub-clause 15 and 16 of Clause III (B) of the Memorandum
of Association of NBA for the furtherance of its objectives or in the interest of the Association
or its Members and Associate Members, unless otherwise decided by the Board, any expense
beyond the budgeted amount for any financial year towards meeting legal expenses of Senior
Counsel (s) which includes the cost of retainership, legal advice and representation of the NBA
before the Courts would be equitably shared/reimbursed by all the Members and Associate
Members of NBA ”.

“FURTHER RESOLVED THAT Secretary General, NBA be and is hereby authorised to do
all or any of the acts, deeds, matters, and things as may be considered expedient and necessary
for implementing the said resolution on behalf of the Association”.

7. To consider and if thought fit, to pass with or without modification(s) the following resolution
as an Ordinary Resolution:

“RESOLVED THAT the approval of the Members be and is hereby accorded to the following
Guidelines:

1. News Access Guidelines for Football/Hockey Tournaments
2. News Access Guidelines for One Day & T20 matches
3. News Access Guidelines for Cricket Test Matches (Five day matches).

“FURTHER RESOLVED THAT subject to approval of Members in General Meeting, Board of
Directors, be and is hereby authorised to draw up in future any other News Access Guidelines
relating to any sporting event/tournament or any other event(s) and such Guidelines shall be
effective from the date of approval of the Board Meeting”.

“FURTHER RESOLVED THAT Secretary General, NBA be and is hereby authorised to do all
or any of the acts, deeds, matters, and things as may be considered expedient and necessary for
implementing the said resolution on behalf of the Association”.

Place: New Delhi By Order of the Board of Directors of
Date: August 26, 2010 News Broadcasters Association
Annie Joseph

Secretary General
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Member entities should provide Board Resolution under Section 187 of the Companies Act,
1956 authorising person(s) who will represent them at the Annual General Meeting. Such
person(s) shall be deemed to be Member present in person.

A Member entitled to attend and vote is entitled to appoint a proxy to attend and vote instead of
himself and the proxy need not be a Member. The proxy, in order to be valid must be deposited
at the Registered Office of the Association not later than 48 hours before the commencement
of the meeting.

The Explanatory Statement pursuant to Section 173 (2) of the Companies Act, 1956 is annexed
hereto.

Members are requested to bring their copy of the Annual Report to the Meeting.

No person other than the authorized representative of the Member entity or his/her duly
appointed proxy as aforesaid shall be entitled to attend the Annual General Meeting of the
Association.

Members desirous of having any information on Accounts are requested to send their queries
to NBA at its Registered Office, at least seven days before the date of the AGM, to make the
requisite information available at the meeting.

Members/ Proxies attending the meeting are requested to bring the attendance slip, as appended
to this Notice, duly filled in and present the same at the venue of the Annual General Meeting.
No photocopies of the attendance slip will be accepted.
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I I I Explanatory Statement Pursuant to I I I
Section 173(2) of the Companies Act, 1956

Item No. 3

The Board of Directors of the Association, during the year appointed Mr. Sunil Lulla as a Permanent
Director subject to approval of General Body Meeting on the Board of NBA. The office of his
Directorship expires on the date of this Annual General Meeting. The Association has received a
notice in writing from one Member proposing his candidature, which has been duly seconded by
another Member, for his appointment as Director, who will be Permanent Director and not liable
to retire by rotation under Article 17 of the Articles of Association of NBA.

The Board of Directors therefore recommends the Resolution to be passed by the Members as an
Ordinary Resolution.

None of the Directors except Mr. Sunil Lulla in respect of whom the Resolution is being moved is
concerned or interested in this Resolution.

Item No. 4

The Board of Directors of the Association, during the year appointed Mr. Ashok Venkatramani
as a Permanent Director subject to approval of General Body Meeting on the Board of NBA. The
office of his Directorship expires on the date of this Annual General Meeting. The Association
has received a notice in writing from one Member proposing his candidature, which has been duly
seconded by another Member, for his appointment as Director, who will be Permanent Director
and not liable to retire by rotation under Article 17 of the Articles of Association of NBA.

The Board of Directors therefore recommends the Resolution to be passed by the Members as an
Ordinary Resolution.

None of the Directors except Mr. Ashok Venkatramani in respect of whom the Resolution is being
moved is concerned or interested in this Resolution.

Item No. 5

In terms of the News Broadcasting Standards Regulations, the Board of Directors of the Association
had constituted the News Broadcasting Standards Authority, which became operational w.e.f.
2.10.2008. The Authority comprises of a Chairperson being an eminent jurist, four eminent
persons and four editors. As per Clause 3 of the News Broadcasting Standards Regulations, the
Chairperson and Members of the Authority shall hold office for a period of 2 years. The term of the
present Chairperson & Members expires on 2.10.2010. The Board at its meeting held on 20.7.2010
decided that the present Chairperson and eminent Members would continue to hold office for
another term of two years after the expiry of the present term on 2.10 2010. However, there would
be fresh appointment in the Editors category.

News Broadcasting Standards Regulations provides for payment of honorarium to the Chairperson
and such sitting fee/allowances for attending the meetings of the Authority, subject to approval of
the General Body of the Association.
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Further, the Board in its meeting held on 20.7.2010 decided that the honorarium of Chairperson
and sitting fees/allowances of eminent persons and other facilities would continue to be the same
for the new term, in the following manner, subject to approval of the Members in the General Body
Meeting:

A. Chairperson
i) Honorarium of Rupees One lakh fifty thousand per month (fixed).
ii) Pick & drop facility for attending the meetings.
B. Members in “Eminent Persons” category
i) Sitting fee of Rupees five thousand for attending each meeting.
ii) Pick & drop facility for attending the meetings.

iii) Economy class air fare and suitable accommodation for out station members, as per
arrangement made by NBA. No payment for consumption of liquor.

C. Members in “Editors” category
No sitting fee or any other facility.

The Board of Directors therefore, recommends the Resolution to be passed by the Members as an
Ordinary Resolution.

None of the Directors is concerned or interested in the aforesaid resolution.

* Justice (Retd) J. S.Verma, Chairperson has declined to accept any honorarium ever since his appointment in 2008.

Item No. 6

The NBA has intervened in the following matters which are pending in the Supreme Court and
High Court in Delhi:

1) Dr Surat Singh Vs Union of India & Ors (Aarushi murder matter )

2) R. P Arora & Ors Vs Union of India & Ors (Aasaram Bapu matter)

3) Common Cause Vs Union of India

4) PUCL & Anr Vs the State of Maharashtra & Ors

5) Act Now for Harmony & Democracy (ANHAD) & Anr Vs UOI (Batla House encounter)

The NBA Board decided to intervene in these matters as it was of the view that these petitions
pending in Supreme Court and High Court would have far reaching implications on the news
broadcasters, if not intervened by NBA. Counsel for NBA appears when the matters come on
board. However, till date the arguments have not begun in any of the matters. When the arugments
begin, the NBA may need to engage senior counsel (s) to argue the matters in the Supreme Court
and High Court. Engaging senior counsel is quite expensive. With the limited resources available
with the NBA unless otherwise decided by the Board, the cost of meeting such legal expenses
beyond the budgeted amount for any financial year, would be equitably shared /reimbursed by all
Members and Associate Members of NBA as these are industry issues which affect one and all.

Regarding procuring any additional sum from the Members of NBA, sub- clause 15 and 16 of
Clause III (B) of the Memorandum of Association of NBA relating to the objects incidental and
ancillary to the attainment of Main Object provides as follows:

| o |



3rd Annual Report

2009-10

15 To accept donations, gifts, grants, subscriptions, fees or properties whether movable or
immovable and whether subject to any trust or not.

16. To take such steps as may from time to time be deemed expedient for the purpose of procuring
contributions, to the funds of the Company in the shape of grants, donations or otherwise.

The Board of Directors therefore, recommends the Resolution to be passed by the Members as an
Ordinary Resolution.

None of the Directors is concerned or interested in the aforesaid resolution.

Item No. 7

To bring uniformity and rationality to the use of sports footage by its Members, the NBA Board
decided that the Members in the spirit of self-regulation should voluntarily adopt News Access
Guidelines for use of / access of sports channel footage. Pursuant to this decision, the NBA has
drawn up voluntary News Access Guidelines as under which the Members are to follow:

1. News Access Guidelines for Football/Hockey Tournaments
2. News Access Guidelines for One Day & T20 matches
3. News Access Guidelines for Cricket Test Matches (Five day matches)

The Guidelines as approved by the Board at its meeting held on 20.7.2010 are attached in the
Annual Report at Annexure 1.

The Board of Directors therefore, recommends the Resolution to be passed by the Members as an
Ordinary Resolution.

None of the Directors is concerned or interested in the aforesaid resolution.

Place: New Delhi By Order of the Board of Directors of
Date: August 26, 2010 News Broadcasters Association
Annie Joseph

Secretary General
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Section I
Management Report for the Year 2009-10

» Industry overview

According to the FICCI-KPMG Media & Entertainment Industry Report 2010, India’s media and
entertainment industry stood at INR 587 billion in 2009, a growth of 1.38% over the previous
year. The television industry is at INR 257 billion which is a growth of 6.64 %. Television viewing
has continued to grow over the last few years with several English, Hindi & Regional language
channels becoming operational. This has translated into substantial growth in viewership. Driven by
strong economic performances and rapidly improving consumer confidence, the television media’s
advertising activity has also surged ahead.

The charts below indicate the growth in advertising and the viewership of the news & current
affairs genre during the years 2006-2009.

Revenue (INR Billion)

20

18

14

12

10

Advertisement Revenue

.................. CAGR 17% |
............................................. CAGR 11%
4_7 CAGR 11% |
/ CAGR 70%
———
l l l

Yr 2006 Yr 2007 Yr 2008 Yr 2009

=== English News ==== Hindi News m— Regional News ==== News

Source : FICCI-KPMG Media & Entertainment Industry Report - 2010

During the years 2006 — 2009, the revenue of news channels grew at a Compounded Annual
Growth Rate (CAGR) of 17% where English news channels grew by 11%, Hindi news channels
by 11% and regional news channels by 70%. If one looks at the change with respect to previous
year 2008-09, news channels revenue increased by 2%.
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Viewership (Rating %)
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According to TAM reports the viewership of news channels grew at a Compounded Annual Growth
Rate (CAGR) of 4% where English news channels viewership declined by 10%, Hindi News
channels declined by 5% and regional news channels grew by 31%. Compared to the previous year
2008-09, the viewership of news channels declined by 9%.

As already reported in the previous year's report, the Government did not consider it fit to treat the
print and the electronic media on the same footing. The Government had in the first instance granted
fiscal stimulus package for DAVP advertisements to the print medium and not to the electronic
medium. It was equally disappointing that despite our representation before the Union Finance
Minister, Minister for I&B and Government functionaries, the stimulus package announced in the
Budget 2010 - 2011 was again extended up to December 2009 only for the print medium.

It is however, gratifying to report that the present dispensation in the Ministry of I&B headed
by Mrs. Ambika Soni, Minister for Information & Broadcasting has been very proactive and
consensual in handling issues/ concerns of the news broadcasters.

In the process of managing its policy environment the Association draws constantly on the goodwill
of the Government. During the year under review, the Association took up issues of the concern
of the news broadcasters with the Government from time to time. The Board Members/Secretary
General called on the following officials in the Government:

e Mr. P. Chidambaram, Union Home Minister, Government of India
e Mrs. Ambika Soni, Union Minister for Information & Broadcasting
o Mr. Kapil Sibal, Union Minister for Human Resource Development

e Mr. Prakash Javadekar, Member of Parliament (Rajya Sabha)
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o Dr. Girija Vyas, Chairperson, National Commission for Women

e Mr. R. Chandrashekhar, Secretary, Ministry of Information Technology

o Mr. Raghu Menon, Secretary, Ministry of Information & Broadcasting

e Dr.J. S. Sarma, Chairperson, Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI)

e Mrs. Zohra Chatterjee, the then Joint Secretary, Ministry of Information & Broadcasting

e Mr. A.P. Frank Noronha, Director General, Directorate of Advertising & Visual Publicity
(DAVP)

e Ms. Supriya Sahu, Director (BC), Ministry of Information & Broadcasting
o Mr. G.R. Raghavender, Deputy Secretary & Registrar of Copyrights

Ministry of Information & Broadcasting
Constitution of Task Force on Content Code/Broadcasting Authority

Mr. Raghu Menon, Secretary, Ministry of Information & Broadcasting convened a meeting on
15.9.09, with the officials of Ministry of Information & Broadcasting, representatives of NBA
and others for discussing the issue of regulation for the broadcasting sector. To facilitate the
discussion on the subject, the Secretary I&B suggested the formation of a “Task Force” comprising
of representatives of the broadcast organizations, which would hear the views of civil society
including academicians, media experts, consumer organizations, state government representatives,
associations of other broadcasting associations including MSOs, cable operators, DTH Association,
IPTV forum, radio licensees, public representatives, editors of newspapers, legal luminaries to
understand their perspective on the need, scope, jurisdiction, organizational structure, powers and
functions of an independent Broadcast Regulator and the issues relating to regulation of content.

The NBA agreed to be part of this joint initiative but placed on record its reservation for including
content related matters in the Ministry’s proposed efforts of regulating the media. The Secretary,
1&B was informed that the self-regulatory mechanism adopted by the NBA has been in operation
since October 2008 and has been working well under the Chairmanship of Justice ( Retd) J. S.
Verma, former Chief Justice of India The NBA felt that it has been effective and is sufficient to
ensure that there is a requisite measure of content guidelines for the electronic media. The 1&B
Secretary, was also informed that the NBA believes that any form of governmental or government
sponsored content regulation is anathema to the free speech guarantee which is central to any modern
democracy. The NBA was therefore unanimous in their view that the Ministry of I&B should
recognize the Code of Ethics and Broadcasting Standards of the NBA including the mechanism to
enforce these guidelines and should make it part of the Programme Code under the Cable TV Rules
as has been done in the case of the Advertising Standards Council of India (ASCI).

Accordingly, the NBA Board nominated Mr. Sameer Manchanda, President, NBA & Mr. K.V.L.
Narayan Rao, Vice President, NBA on the Task Force.

Mrs. Zohra Chatterji, the then Joint Secretary, Ministry of I&B, circulated the constitution of the
Task Force vide Office Memorandum dated 27.11.2009, which is as follows:

1. Secretary, Information and Broadcasting - Chairman
2. Additional Secretary, Information and Broadcasting
3. Joint Secretary (Broadcasting) - Member Convenor
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Representatives of News Broadcasters Association
4. Shri Sameer Manchanda, President NBA and Joint Managing Director IBN 18 Broadcast Ltd.
5. Shri K .V. L Narayan Rao, Vice President NBA and Group CEO NDTV

Representatives of Indian Broadcasting Foundation

6. Shri Avnindra Mohan, Executive Vice President, Zee Network Ltd.
7. Shri Deepak Jacob, Sr. Vice President, Star India Pvt. Ltd.

Representatives of Broadcast Editors’ Association
8. Shri Shazi Zaman, President BEA and Managing Editor, Star News
9. Shri N K Singh, General Secretary BEA and Political Editor ETV

The Task Force has been interacting with different stakeholders and representatives of civil society
to understand their perspective for appointing a Broadcast Regulator & the need for content
regulation if any.

Mr. Sameer Manchanda and Mr. K.V.L. Narayan Rao have been attending the meetings of the
Task Force on behalf of the NBA.

Arising out of the wide ranging consultations undertaken by the Task Force, the Ministry of
Information & Broadcasting, circulated a Draft Report to the Members for their views. NBA and
BEA jointly submitted their views at the meeting of the Task Force held on August 11, 2010, and
suggested the following:

o Agreeable to regulation by an independent regulator in so far as “carriage” issues relating to
the broadcast industry are concerned.

o Structure already in place since October 2008 for self-regulation / complaint redressal
mechanism:

First Tier: By the Broadcast Service Provider

Second Tier: News Broadcasting Standards Authority ( NBSA) comprising a Chairperson,
4 Eminent persons & 4 television Editors.

o Ministry to recognize the regulatory codes of the industry body, as has been done in the case
of ASCI, which codes should then be left to self regulation / enforcement by industry bodies as
aforesaid and not regulated by Government.

» Meetings with Minister and Secretary Information & Broadcasting

During the year under review, the Board members of NBA met Mrs. Ambika Soni, Union Minister
for Information & Broadcasting and Mr. Raghu Menon, Secretary, Ministry of Information &
Broadcasting on a few occasions to discuss issues of concern of the news broadcasters.

>» Appointment of Designated Spokespersons

Post the 26/11 Mumbai terror attack, one of the issues that NBA took up with the Ministry of I&B
was the need for the Government to appoint designated spokesperson(s) to interact with media
during crisis situation. The interim reply received from the Ministry was that the Director's of
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Press Information Bureau function as the official spokesperson for their respective Ministries at
Delhi to interact with media in consultation with the Secretary of the concerned Ministry/Head of
the Central Agency involved in peace/rescue/restoration operations.

The NBA represented to the Minister of I&B that the officials of the PIB who function as
“spokespersons” at the Centre and at the regional level were inappropriate and inadequate in crisis
situations. Hence, it was necessary for the Government to designate spokesperson(s) who are
available to give authentic, timely and updated information to the media personnel for telecast of
news.

Arising out of the representation made by NBA, Mrs. Ambika Soni, Union Minister for Information &
Broadcasting facilitated a meeting with Mr. P. Chidambaram, Union Home Minister on 24.12.2009
in which the representatives of NBA, IBF & BEA were invited. The meeting was attended by
Mrs. Ambika Soni, Minister for Information & Broadcasting, Mr. K.M. Chandrasekhar, Cabinet
Secretary, Mr. Raghu Menon, I&B Secretary, Mr. Uday Kumar Varma, Special Secretary I&B &
Mr Harish Khare, Media Advisor to PM. NBA was represented by Mr. Sameer Manchanda, Mr.
Narayan Rao & Mr. Rajat Sharma, Board Members, and Mrs. Annie Joseph, Secretary General.

The Home Minister heard the views of all present and appreciated the concerns of the news
broadcasters for accurate and timely dissemination of information and the need for the Government
to appoint designated spokesperson(s) to handle the same in crisis situations. Mr. V.B. Pyarelal,
Joint Secretary, Ministry of Information and Broadcasting, vide letter dated 9.8.2010, has sent the
salient features of the 'Standard Operating Procedures' (SOP) for media facilitation during crisis
situations. The same is reproduced below.

Brief On Standard Operating Procedures For Media Facilitation During Crisis Situations

In order to provide accurate and timely information to the media and prevent misreporting, rumours
and panic during crisis situations, a Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) for Media Facilitation has
been developed by the Government.

The salient features of the SOP are as follows:

1. The protocols under the SOP shall come into operation only on the advice of the designated
authority in the Government.

2. The designated authority shall earmark a Nodal Ministry/Department in the Central Government
to address all issues related to the crisis, including media facilitation, and simultaneously
intimate the Secretary of the Nodal Ministry/Department and Secretary, Ministry of Information
& Broadcasting to operationalise the SOP for media facilitation.

3. The Secretary of the Nodal Ministry shall intimate the Chief Secretary of the concerned
State Government(s) and the Chief Secretary shall designate a Nodal Department in the State
Government to operationalise the SOP.

4. The Secretary of the Nodal Ministry/Department at the Centre shall appoint a Spokesperson
to address all media related queries during the crisis. Similarly, the Chief Secretary of the
concerned State(s) shall also appoint a designated Spokesperson at the State level.

5. No official/agency other than the authorized spokesperson(s) shall ordinarily interact with
the media during the crisis period. The spokesperson(s) shall function as the “Single Point
Information Source” for addressing all media related queries.
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The Nodal Ministry/Department shall establish a 24 x 7 Control Room to monitor the crisis on
a continuous basis with the State Government/other Agencies. A representative of the Press
Information Bureau (PIB) shall also be a part of the Control Room in the Nodal Ministry/
Department.

The Nodal Department of the State Government shall set up a similar Control Room at the State
level.

Press Information Bureau (PIB) shall also establish a 24 x 7 Control Room at its Headquarters
in Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi with linkage to its State and Regional Offices.

The PIB Control Room shall function as an information hub for all information related to the
crisis.

At the Centre, briefings/press interactions/press conferences shall be organized, whenever
necessary, by the Principal Director General (Media & Communication), PIB. Ordinarily,
the briefings would be convened in PIB Headquarters, Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi. PIB
Headquarters shall issue all press communiqués/releases pertaining to the crisis.

Meetings of the Media Consultative Committee under the Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting shall be convened as often as necessary during the crisis to address mutual
concerns.

Constitution of Committee by Ministry of I&B to Review TRP System

The Ministry of Information & Broadcasting constituted a Committee in May 2010 headed by Dr.
Amit Mitra, Secretary General FICCI to review existing Television Rating Point's (TRP) system
in India and suggest measures to bring in place an effective mechanism for a transparent TRP
system in the country. It is understood that the Committee has been constituted in the backdrop of
deficiencies in the present system of generation of Television Rating Points (TRP) in India given
its possible impact on the programming content of TV channels.

The Committee has the following Members:

)

ii)

Dr. Amit Mitra, Secretary General, FICCI - Chairman
Shri Rajiv Mehrotra, Managing Trustee, PSBT - Member

iii) Ms. Neeraja Choudhary, Eminent Journalist - Member

iv) Director, Indian Institute of Management Ahmedabad or his Nominee - Member

v)

Director, Indian Statistical Institute, Kolkata or his Nominee

vi) Shri D.S. Mathur, Retired Secretary to GOI - Member

vii) Joint Secretary (Broadcasting), Ministry of Information & Broadcasting - Member Secretary.

The Committee was to submit its report within three months from the date of its first meeting.

To obtain feedback from industry representatives and also on the terms of reference, a meeting was
convened by the Chairman on 15.5.10 with representatives of various industry bodies including
the NBA. NBA participated in the discussions and was represented by Mr. Barun Das, Mr. Sunil
Lulla, Board Members and Secretary General, NBA.
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The NBA made the following observations at the meeting:

o TV ratings are and should be conducted by an industry body with representatives of broadcasters,
advertisers and advertising agencies. All issues pertaining to sample size, transparency, spread,
what is to be measured and when, objectivity etc should be decided by the above stakeholders.
No interference or intervention from the Government is required.

« TAM isaresearch service like any other research i.e exit polls, opinion polls, surveys etc is done
by industry to meet its needs & requirements. When the Government does not interfere with
research of any industry why has the Government again chosen TRP for fresh recommendation,
when a recommendation is already available with the Government from the TRAI?

o Ratings are only one currency for buyers and sellers of advertising and do not impact other
constituents. The buyer and seller alone will attach a price and evaluate deliverables on the
basis of what they deem as value. These deliverables could be timing of research or sample
size, spread and type, what is to be measured. The Government cannot decide this as costs and
requirements do not concern the Government.

o Content is not decided by ratings alone. Many other vital parameters like prior experience,
channel strategy, advertiser brand needs, qualitative research, competitive scenario, costs, etc
are evaluated.

o Bearing all these factors in mind the industry is setting up BARC, an industry body with
representatives of broadcasters, advertisers and advertising agencies.

o If the Government really wants to contribute and make a difference, it should speed up
digitization.

Thereafter, no further meetings have been held of the Committee.

>» Central Press Accreditation Committee (CPAC)

For the first time electronic media journalists were included in the Central Press Accreditation
Committee (CPAC). Accordingly, Principal DG, PIB, sought 5 names of electronic media
journalists from the membership of NBA for the reconstitution of the Central Press Accreditation
Committee of the Ministry of I&B. As requested, NBA forwarded five names to the Ministry.

In response, Mr. Sham Lal, Under Secretary Ministry of I&B, vide letter dated 29.12.2009
informed the NBA of the constitution of the Central Press Accreditation Committee (CPAC) for
a period of 2 years from the date of its first meeting i.e 20.1.2010. Ms. Navika Kumar, Political
Editor, Times Now represents NBA on the CPAC.

On receipt of the said communication and noticing that the electronic media journalists were not
adequately represented in the Committee, a communication dated 25.3.10 was sent to Mrs. Neelam
Kapur, Principal Director General, Press Information Bureau requesting her that when CPAC is
re-constituted after two years, the representation of accredited journalists on the Committee (other
than those nominated from various Associations) should be equitable i.e. there must be two from
electronic media and two from print media.
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» Directorate of Advertising & Visual Publicity (DAVP)

m Stimulus Package

As already reported last year the electronic media was not included for the short term stimulus package
announced in February, 2009, which included an increase in the rate for DAVP advertisements by
10% and also waiver of 15% agency commission with effect from 28.2.2009 till 30.6.2009. This
increase was only for the print media. Despite our representation and protest, the Government in
the Union Budget 2009-2010, extended the stimulus package till 31.12.09, again this time only for
the print media & not for the electronic media.

m Fair Pricing for News Channels -DAVP Advertisements

Since the news broadcasters were of the view that they did not get “fair value” on the rates
announced by DAVP for the year 2009, Mr. Frank Noronha, Director General, DAVP agreed to
meet the NBA. A presentation on “fair pricing for news channels” was made before the Director
General, DAVP and officials of DAVP on 19.11.2009. The presentation highlighted the various
lacunae while fixing the rates which resulted in news broadcasters not getting a “fair value” for
DAYVP advertisements. NBA highlighted in the presentation that since rate fixation was not done by
the DAVP, but by the Empanelment Advisory Committee (EAC), it would be necessary to present
the facts before the EAC. The NBA requested the DAVP to facilitate the process.

Mr. Frank Naronah, Director General, DAVP has played a very proactive role in representing
the concerns of the news broadcasters with the Ministry of I&B and facilitating a meeting of
broadcasters with the EAC.

The Empanelment Advisory Committee has been reconstituted with the following individuals:
Mr. B. Brahma, Chief Economic Advisor of the Ministry of I&B - Chairman

Mr. Ghanshyam, ADG, DAVP

MD, National Film Development Corporation

Director (Finance), Ministry of I&B

Ms Sunita Vats Sharma, Director (AV), DAVP

Ms Shalini Narayan, Associate Professor, Indian Institute of Mass Communications (IIMC)

The meeting of the EAC has been convened on 25.8.2010, whereat the NBA has been invited to
make a presentation.

& B PN =

B Clearance of Current Payments and Outstanding Dues of Broadcasters

DAVP through its Director General has been very proactive in ensuring that all the undisputed
bills of broadcasters of the year 2009-10 including those of the previous years were cleared before
31.3.2010.The DAVP also took the initiative to ensure that broadcasters received their long overdue
payments whenever funds were received to clear old outstandings. A special mention may be made
of clearance of bills pertaining to years 2005 onwards in respect of NACCO and blood donation
campaigns. It is important to put on record the proactive steps taken by the DG, DAVP & his team
to streamline the working of the DAVP.
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» 27th State Information Ministers Conference (SIMCON) - 5.12.09

The Ministry of Information & Broadcasting convened the 27th Conference of the Ministers
of Information & Cinematography of State Governments and Union Territory Administrations
(SIMCON XXVII) on 5th December, 2009 at New Delhi, which was chaired by the Hon’ble
Minister for Information & Broadcasting.

The issues discussed in the Conference were:

a) Measures to combat piracy of films

b) Entertainment tax rates

¢) Amendments proposed in the Press & Registration of Books Act 1867

d) Digitalization of the Broadcasting Sector - Way forward

e) Draft Broadcast Bill.

Mr Sameer Manchanda, President, NBA participated in the deliberations of the Conference.

The Press Note issued by the Press Information Bureau after the conclusion of the Conference
gave the impression of a general acceptance on the need for an independent, autonomous and
credible broadcast sector regulator.

It was clarified to the Information & Broadcasting Minister that on content issues NBA is only
in favour of self-regulation and NBA believed that the Authority as a model for self-regulation is
efficacious and sufficient.

» Advisories issued by the Ministry of 1&B

The Ministry of Information & Broadcasting has been issuing advisories on content related matters
from time to time. These have been circulated to Members for information and necessary action.

» Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI)

Consultation on Carriage/Placement Fee, Non-CAS Area Tariff Issues Before the TRAI
Pursuant to Supreme Court Order.

As already reported in the previous year’s Report pursuant to the Supreme Court Order dated 13th
May 2009, TRAI was to consider de novo the non-CAS area tariff issues and also the feasibility
of putting a cap on carriage fee/placement fee. Since the Supreme Court order had also directed
the TRALI to consider the feasibility of putting a cap on carriage/ placement fee, the Chairperson,
TRALI held meetings with various stakeholders including the news broadcasters to understand the
issue of putting a cap on carriage fee/ placement fee. Two meetings of the NBA were held with
Chairperson, TRAI on 25.6.10 & 28.6.10. It was clarified to the Chairperson TRAI that the
problem was essentially due to lack of digitization and the Government should lay the road map
for full digitization, which should be completed by 2013, with specific interim milestones for
implementation.

A Note dated 3.7.10 to the Chairperson, TRAI, in which the issues of concern of news channels
with possible solutions was submitted. These inter alia, related to:
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Under-declaration of subscriber base

Lack of time-bound digitization

Broadcasters have no right to disconnect

“Must Provide” does not have corresponding obligation of “Must Carry”
Removal of price freeze

Subscriber declaration by all existing & future digital platforms

SO - o

Evasion of Service Tax, Income Tax & Entertainment Tax

Pending complete digitization, for the interim, the Chairperson TRAI was requested to issue
necessary regulations based on the above suggestions.

Accordingly, TRAI on 5.8.10, released its recommendations on implementation of Digital
Addressable Cable TV Systems in India. The key features of the recommendations are:

a) Sunset date for Analogue TV services in the country - 31st December 2013;
Implementation is to be carried out in four phases-
Phase I - Four Metros, Delhi, Mumbai, Kolkata and Chennai - by 31st March 2011.
Phase II
Phase III

In all the cities, having population over one million - by 31st December 2011.

In all other urban areas (municipal corporations/municipalities) across the country
- by 31st December 2012.

Phase IV - Rest of India - by 31st December 2013.
(b) Incentives to stakeholders:

o All service providers who have set up a digital addressable distribution network before the
sunset date(s), be eligible for income tax holiday from 1.04.2011 ( or the date of setting up of
the network whichever is later) to 31.03.2019;

o Basic custom duty is to be reduced to zero, for all digital headend equipments and Set Top
Boxes (STBs), for the next 3 years;

e MSOs/LCOs to be given the Right of Way (RoW) permission to lay optical fibre/cable, on
non-exclusive basis and MSOs/LCOs to be licensed;

o Taxes/levies on the broadcasting distribution sector to be rationalized;

(c) Education programmes to be taken up to educate the stakeholders about the benefits of digital
addressable cable TV systems.

It is disheartening to note that the TRAI in its recommendations has not sought to address the issue
of under declaration of subscriber base and resultant revenue loss to the exchequer by way of
evasion of service tax, income tax and entertainment tax.

» Foreign Direct Investment

The TRAI had submitted its recommendations on foreign direct investment for broadcasting sector
on 26.4.2008. In view of the Press Note No.2 (2009 Series) issued by the Department of Industrial
Policy & Promotion (Ministry of Commerce & Industry, Government of India), the Ministry of
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Information & Broadcasting requested TRAI to re-visit its recommendations dated 26.4.2008,
about the method of calculating of total foreign investment i.e. direct and indirect investment in
Indian Companies. After going through the consultation process with all concerned stakeholders,
the TRAI on 30.6.10 issued recommendations on foreign investment in broadcasting sector. The
key recommendations are as under:

(a) Foreign investment limit for the Broadcast carriage services i.e. DTH, IPTV, Mobile TV,
HITS, Teleport and MSOs who are upgrading to digital & addressable environment would be
74%;

(b) Foreign investment limit for LCOs would be 26 %;

(c) The foreign investment limits would be 26 % for news & current affairs TV channels and FM
Radio;

(d) There will be no restriction on foreign investment for uplinking and downlinking of TV channels
other than news & current affairs TV channels; and,

(e) All foreign investment less than 26 % would be through automatic route. Investments of 26 %
and above will require prior approval of the Government.

» Content Related Matters Affecting News Broadcasters pending in the
Supreme Court and Delhi High Court

Common Cause Vs. Union of India : Civil Writ Petition No. 387 of 2000 pending before the
Supreme Court of India, is a petition under Article 32 of the Constitution of India for issuance
of a writ directing the Ministry of Information & Broadcasting and the Ministry of Home Affairs
to prescribe norms and guidelines for observance by TV Channels, and to bring about conditions
whereunder TV channels and producers adopt self-regulatory measures. NBA had applied for
intervention in the matter; which intervention application has been allowed and NBA will be heard
in the matter.

R.P.Arora & Ors Vs Union of India & Ors. (Aasaram Bapu Matter): Civil Writ Petition
No. 361 of 2008 pending before the Supreme Court of India, is a petition under Article 32 of
the Constitution of India for issuance of a writ to prevent telecast of programmes and publishing
materials which are not in conformity with the Programmes Code under Rule 6 of Cable Television
Network Rules 1994 and Press Council of India norms. NBA has applied for intervention in the
matter; which application will be considered by the Court in due course.

Dr. Surat Singh Vs Union of India & Ors. (Aarushi Murder Matter): Civil Writ Petition No.
316 of 2008 pending before the Supreme Court of India has been filed under Article 32 of the
Constitution of India for issuance of a writ for ensuring effective enforcement of fundamental right
of citizens (in this case Dr. Rajesh Talwar) in relation to police and media handling of the Aarushi
murder case. NBA’s intervention application has been allowed; and NBA will be heard alongwith
Dr. Rajesh Talwar, who has also been impleaded in the matter. In the meantime, interim Order
dated 22nd July 2008 is continuing in the matter in which the media has been directed by the
Supreme Court to exercise restraint in reporting on the Aarushi case.

The application filed by Dr Rajesh Talwar citing instances of prejudicial reportage of the Aarushi
case was heard by the Supreme Court on 9.8.10.The Supreme Court has reiterated its previous
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order of 22.07.2008 and restrained the respondents (media in general) from reporting anything
that may interfere with the course of investigation or damage the reputation of the victim or the
accused. However, the Court has clarified that the electronic and print media may publish (report)
any information that does not interfere with the investigative process, damage the reputation of
the victim or the accused or prejudice the defense. The Supreme Court also directed the NBA to
file its complete Code of Ethics, Broadcasting Standards and other Guidelines. In compliance, the
NBA has since filed a comprehensive Additional Affidavit alongwith all its existing Guidelines.
The matter will be taken up by the Supreme Court in due course.

People’s Union for Civil Liberties & Anr Vs The State of Maharashtra & Ors. : Criminal
Appeal No. 1255 of 1999 which is pending before the Supreme Court of India arises from an
Order passed by the Bombay High Court in Criminal Writ Petition No.1146 of 1997 in relation to
encounter killings. NBA had sought to be heard in the matter by way of an intervention application,
which application was allowed and NBA will be heard in the matter.

Act Now for Harmony & Democracy (ANHAD) & Anr. Vs Union of India & Ors (Batla House
Encounter) : Civil Writ Petition No. 7368 of 2008 pending before the Delhi High Court has been
filed under Article 226 of the Constitution of India seeking a judicial inquiry into the encounter
killings at Batla House, New Delhi and for laying down guidelines for the police and the media
regarding the publication of information obtained / claimed to be obtained during investigation.
On the basis of the enquiry report filed by the National Human Rights Commission on the Batla
House encounter, the Hon'ble Delhi High Court was pleased to reject the petitioner’s prayer for
an independent judicial enquiry into the Batla House encounter. However, earlier the Court had
allowed the NBA to intervene in the case whereby NBA was to make submissions to the Court on
police-media interaction and related issues. The NBA has since filed Draft/Suggested Guidelines
for media briefing by police, which are to be considered by the Court alongwith the guidelines
suggested by the Petitioner. In the meantime, with change of Bench, the Court has expressed the
view that the Hon'ble Supreme Court be apprised of the pendency of the petition before the High
Court, and if found appropriate, the Supreme Court may transfer the matter before itself, to be
heard with other similar matters pending before the Supreme Court.

» Sports Matters:

m Use of Sports Footage

To bring uniformity and rationality to the use of sports footage by its Members, the Board decided
that the Members of NBA in the spirit of self regulation should voluntarily adopt News Access
Guidelines for use of/access to sports channel footage.

Pursuant to this decision, the NBA has drawn up voluntary News Access Guidelines as under
which the Members are to follow:

1. News Access Guidelines for Football/Hockey Tournaments
2. News Access Guidelines for One Day & T20 matches
3. News Access Guidelines for Cricket Test Matches (Five day matches)

B Guidelines for News and Current Affairs Broadcasters (DLF IPL 2010)

In February 2010 the Indian Premier League (IPL) made significant unilateral changes in the media
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accreditation and news access guidelines that made it difficult for news organizations to accept them
on several counts. In 2008 IPL/SETMAX had drawn up a set of norms for use of cricket footage
of IPL matches, in negotiation and agreement with the NBA which were followed since then. In a
joint meeting held on 16.2.10, IPL/SETMAX arbitrarily refused to abide by their commitment as
contained in the 2008 norms. In view of this unilateral decision taken by IPL/SETMAX, Members
of NBA were advised not to carry any coverage in relation to IPL or its proposed matches. This
stand off continued for nearly a month as IPL/SETMAX and NBA could not arrive at an amicable
settlement of the news access guidelines. After protracted negotiations a settlement was reached
between NBA, IPL/ BCCI & SET MAX on footage use guidelines for IPL 2010 matches. In view
of the agreement between the three parties, Members were advised on 12.3.10 that the embargo
was revoked on news reporting and programmes of IPL 2010 matches. This could be achieved
only as a result of the unflinching support, cooperation and solidarity of all Members and Editors
of NBA.

The Final Guidelines titled “Guidelines for News and Current Affairs Broadcasters (DLF IPL
2010)” were jointly signed by three parties i.e. Indian Premier League (IPL)/BCCI, Multi Screen
Media Pvt. Ltd. and News Broadcasters Association. As part of the agreement all Members had to
sign the Guidelines in acceptance.

» Industry Matters:

B Amendments to Copyright Act

On coming to know that the Ministry of HRD was proposing extensive amendments to the (Indian)
Copyright Act, 1957, a representation was submitted to Mr. Kapil Sibal, Union Minister for
Human Resource Development, drawing his attention that some of the proposed amendments
would seriously affect the news broadcasters. NBA represented that nothing should be amended in
the original Act, which affects the well established and understood right of broadcasters to fair use
of material including broadcast reproduction right. The attention was drawn on such amendments
which affect news broadcasters directly and which should be taken into account at the time of
finalizing the amendments. These inter alia related to:

o From the perspective of news broadcasters, inclusion of Section 63 in Section 39A of the
Original Act is onerous and such inclusion ought not to be made. This is for the reason that
Section 39 crafts-out a specific exception to infringement of broadcast reproduction right,
whereby excerpts of a broadcast used (say by a news broadcaster) for reporting of current
events or for bona fide review, teaching or research, consistent with the principles of fair
dealing, does not amount to infringement of broadcast reproduction right. Accordingly, to
provide prosecution (Section 63) under Section 39A is not required and may work to the
serious detriment of news broadcasters;

o The proposed deletion of Section 52(1)(b)(ii) also seriously prejudices news broadcasters since
the entire Section 52 is part of the exceptions to infringement of broadcast reproduction right
under Section 39(c) of the Original Act ; and if Section 52(1)(b)(ii) is deleted this salutary
exception to infringement, namely fair dealing with a literary, dramatic, musical or artistic
work for the purpose of reporting current events by broadcast, will be lost.

The representation was also sent to several officials in the Government.
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A joint delegation comprising of representatives of NBA, IBF, AROI met Mr. Kapil Sibal, Union
Minister for Human Resource Development on 4.12.09. On behalf of NBA, the meeting was
attended by Mr. Narayan Rao, Mr. Barun Das, Mr. Rajat Sharma and Mrs Annie Joseph, Secretary
General, NBA. The Hon’ble Minister was apprised of the above issues raised by NBA and requested
him to consider the same prior to the amendments proposed to the Copyright Act, 1957.

On coming to know that the Copyright (Amendment) Bill, 2010 had been introduced in the
Rajya Sabha, the representations sent to Mr. Kapil Sibal, Union Minister for Human Resources
Development was forwarded to officials in the Government, UPA Chairperson and Rajya Sabha
MPs suggesting that the matter may be referred to a Select Committee of Parliament so that all
areas are discussed thoroughly with all the stakeholders before it is placed for consideration in
Parliament.

Subsequently, the Copyright (Amendment) Bill, 2010 as introduced and pending in Rajya Sabha had
been referred to the Department related Parliamentary Standing Committee on Human Resource
Development headed by Shri Oscar Fernandes, MP, Rajya Sabha for examination and report. NBA
submitted a Memorandum to the Committee.

The Committee gave an opportunity to the NBA to appear before it on 29.6.10.

Mr Anup Bhambhani, NBA Counsel presented the concerns of news broadcasters relating to the
proposed amendments before the Standing Committee especially relating to “ fair use”. Mr. Rajat
Sharma, Chairman, India TV, Mr. Shazi Zaman, Editor, Star News, Mr. Ajay Kumar, Executive
Producer, Aajtak, Mr. Pradeep Ganapathy, NDTV and Mrs. Annie Joseph, Secretary General,
NBA also participated.

m Information Technology Act 2000 - Notification of Rules

As reported last year, NBA had represented to the Cyber Division, Ministry of Information
Technology, that 4 sets of draft Rules under provisions of the Information Technology (Amendment)
Act 2008 under Sections 69, 69A, 69B and 70B(1) directly affect the Members of NBA. The
NBA had submitted that the draft Rules are completely vague, non-specific and undefined and
give to governmental officers unbridled and unguided discretion to intercept, monitor and block
information being disseminated, say by news organizations, including NBA Members through
their websites. By way of the amendment to the law and by way of the draft Rules framed there
under the attempt is to curtail the fundamental right to disseminate and receive information. No
safeguards were provided in the draft Rules to prevent misuse or abuse of power under the said Act
and the Rules. The Rules have been notified on 27.10.09. These Rules are being looked into by
NBA Counsel to suggest appropriate legal remedy to protect the rights of news broadcasters.

m Standing Committee on Information Technology - Growth of TV Channels in
India and Content Regulation Mechanism

The Lok Sabha Secretariat vide letter dated 16.2.10, informed NBA that the Standing Committee
on Information Technology (2009-10) had selected the subject “Growth of TV Channels in India
and Content Regulation Mechanism” for detailed examination. The subject would cover issues like
the constraints/challenges being faced in regulating the content of different programmes being aired
on TV channels and ways and means to make content regulation mechanism more effective and true
indicator of the viewership preference etc. and requested NBA to submit its views on the subject.
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Accordingly, NBA submitted its representation on 22.3.10 and also requested for an opportunity
to appear as witness before the Hon’ble Standing Committee. The Committee gave an opportunity
to the NBA to appear before it on 22.7.2010. Mr. Anup Bhambhani, NBA Counsel, presented the
concerns of news broadcasters on the subject matter chosen by the Hon’ble Standing Committee
for detailed examination. Mr. Pankaj Pachauri, Executive Editor, NDTV India, Mr. Ajay Kumar,
Executive Producer, Aajtak, and Mrs. Annie Joseph, Secretary General, NBA, also participated.

m CEO Roundtable on Broadcast on 30th March, 2010 - CII

A CEO Roundtable was conducted by the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) on 30.3.2010
in New Delhi. The News Broadcasters Association (NBA) participated as a supporting partner.
Several Board members of NBA participated in the Round Table at which the following issues were
discussed:

1. Need for an independent regulator
2. TRPs and its social impact on TV content

3. Urgent need for digitization

m Constitution of Core Group on Standardization of Media Education - Press
Council of India

The Press Council of India (PCI) had set up a Core Group two years ago to look into the subject
of “Standardization of Media Education” . The agenda of the Core Group comprising of nominees
of prominent institutions in the field of media industry, media education, professional media bodies
and academic institutions was to take the matter forward by articulating a common minimum
framework of journalism and mass communication education in India. Since the electronic media
was not represented in the Core Group, PCI requested that one person may be nominated from
NBA to represent on the extended Core Group.

Since, Mr. Ashok Venkataramani was already spearheading a similar initiative in the NBA, the
PCI was informed of his representation on the Core Group. A meeting of the Core Group was held
on 29.4.10, which was attended by Mr. Ashok Venkataramani.

B Meeting with Chairperson & Members of National Commission for Women

On a request from the National Commission for Women (NCW), a meeting with the Chairperson
& Members of the National Commission for Women was held on 23.6.10. The subject matter of
the discussion were as follows:

1. The increasing trend of indecent representation of women in the electronic media and
mechanisms to control the same.

2. Spreading awareness through electronic news channels regarding legal provisions available
for protection of women and enforcement of rights while reporting cases of crime against
women.

Secretary General, NBA attended the meeting. The NBA & NCW are proposing to jointly conduct
some workshops for editorial personnel to understand the various provisions of law, which would
be beneficial to sensitize them while reporting matters / incidents concerning women.

| 25 |



. . 3rd Annual Report
2009-10
» Budget Matters

B Pre-Budget meeting with Joint Secretary, Information & Broadcasting

A Pre-Budget meeting was convened by Mrs Zohra Chatterjee, the then Joint Secretary, Broadcasting,
Ministry of 1&B on 3.12.09, which was attended by the Secretary General, NBA. At the meeting
representatives of IBF, DTH, IMG and COFI were also present. A joint Pre-Budget memorandum
on behalf of all the stakeholders present at the meeting was submitted to the Ministry.

H Union Budget 2010-2011

The Budget 2010- 2011 gave no specific relief to the broadcasters on two important issues namely
inclusion of broadcasters for the stimulus package for DAVP advertisements and withdrawal of
service tax on advertisements for the broadcasting sector.

» Election Data

B AC Nielsen ORG -MARG

NBA collectively negotiated with and engaged AC Nielsen ORG-MARG Pvt. Ltd. for election
data, which was subscribed by Members for the following elections held during the year:

o Maharashtra, Haryana & Arunachal Pradesh Assembly Elections - October, 2009
o Jharkhand Assembly Elections - December, 2009.

» Sharing of Election data by Doordarshan

The Board of NBA felt that elections are one of the biggest events of Indian democracy and the
news broadcasters see it as their primary responsibility and professional opportunity to cover and
propagate information on election data to the viewers with accuracy and speed. To ensure that all
Members of NBA got election data with accuracy and speed, the NBA approached the Ministry of
IT & Communications as the National Informatics Centre (NIC), a Division under the Ministry of
IT & Communications, over the years has been processing election information propagation. The
NBA desired to explore the opportunities to partner and seek alliance with NIC in integrating the
data feed from different counting centers in the country, with the broadcaster’s systems to make
the information flow smooth, accurate and uniform. Presently this integration is only with Prasar
Bharati (Doordarshan).

Mr. R. Chandrashekhar, Secretary, Ministry of IT & Communications was not averse to the concept
subject to approval by Doordarshan and advised NIC to ascertain the feasibility. Accordingly, arising
out of a communication sent to Mr. Raghu Menon, Secretary, I&B, Ms. Supriya Sahu, Director
(BC), 1&B, convened a meeting with officials of Doordarshan, NIC & NBA on 25.11.2009. After
persistent follow up, the I&B Ministry has informed that the NBA may approach Prasar Bharati
directly for consideration of our proposal. Accordingly, the matter has been represented to the
Prasar Bharati, a reply to which is awaited.
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» Lok Sabha Television

As in the previous two years, the Members of NBA again received invoices from the Lok Sabha
TV for the Union Budget & Railway Budget 2010-11 . NBA has again represented to the Hon’ble
Speaker of Lok Sabha Mrs Meira Kumar drawing her attention to the pending issue that wide
spread dissemination of information relating to Parliament and its proceedings is in the highest
interest of democracy and consequently in public interest, hence the decision to invoice members
of NBA for use of excerpts/footage from Lok Sabha TV may be reviewed.

» Attack on Electronic Media

The NBA has condemned the attacks on journalists, cameramen and damage to television crew
equipment and vehicles belonging to Member broadcasters. The NBA has voiced concern regarding
the increasing violence and attack on journalists and media organizations and resentment against the
media. The NBA has on such occasions appealed to the respective Governments to restore law and
order and ensure that journalists are allowed to perform their duty in a free and fearless manner.

» Corporate Matters
» Reduction in Membership Subscription

To augment membership and to facilitate enrolment of 24X7 news & current affairs broadcasters
especially the regional broadcasters, the Board decided that for the time being, any such broadcaster
who desired to be enrolled as a Member of NBA, may be given the option of becoming an
"Associate Member" on payment of a lower membership subscription of Rs 1.50 lakhs as against
Rs 5.00 lakhs for being a “Member”. Such a broadcaster would not have voting rights / Board
representation. Any such broadcaster which opted for Associate membership could change its
category of membership at any point of time as envisaged in the Articles of Association of NBA.
This decision of the Board has helped in adding six broadcasters (3 Members and 3 Associate
Members) to the membership of NBA.

» Membership

During the period under report 6 broadcasters were enrolled as Members / Associate Members
of NBA comprising 11 channels. The Association’s membership stood at 20 news broadcasters
comprising 45 channels. A list of Members / Associate Members, with channels, is attached at
Annexure -2.

» Appeal Filed Before Income Tax Tribunal

An appeal was filed before the Income Tax Appellate Tribunal, Delhi Bench for registration of
NBA under Section 12 (A) of the Income Tax Act , for obtaining exemption with retrospective
effect i.e. from the date of inception of NBA. The appeal was heard and the matter has been
decided in favour of NBA. The registration has been allowed on the basis of the original application
filed on 10.3.2008.
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» Amendments to the Articles of Association

To ensure smooth, proper and harmonious functioning of the Association, the NBA Board decided
to add an additional Article to the existing Article 3 of the Articles of Association relating to
“Prevention of Concentration of Voting Rights” and passed a Resolution at its meeting held on
8.7.09 to this effect, which was ratified in the last Annual General Body Meeting. NBA has filed
the necessary application for approval of the amendments of Articles which is still pending with
the Regional Director, Ministry of Corporate Affairs.

» Office Bearers for 2009-10

In terms of Article 26 of the Articles of Association the following Directors were appointed Office
Bearers of the Association for the year 2009-10:-

President - Mr. Sameer Manchanda (ibn18 Broadcast Ltd.)
Vice President - Mr. K.V.L. Narayan Rao (New Delhi Television Ltd.)
Honorary Treasurer - Mr. Barun Das (Zee News Ltd.)

» Resignation

Mr. Chintamani Rao (Times Global Broadcasting Company Ltd.) and Mr. Shazi Zaman (Media
Content & Communications Services (India) Pvt. Ltd.) tendered their resignations from the Board
of the Association during the period under report.

>» Appointment

Mr. Sunil Lulla (Times Global Broadcasting Company Ltd.) and Mr. Ashok Venkatramani (Media
Content & Communications Services (India) Pvt. Ltd.) were appointed as Directors with the Board
in place of Mr. Chintamani Rao and Mr. Shazi Zaman.

» Meetings of Board of Directors

The Board of Directors met 6 times during the year under report and all the meetings were held in
New Delhi/Noida.

» Meeting of Sub Committees

m HR Sub Committee.

The HR Sub Committee met 6 times during the period under review. These meetings were chaired
by Mr Ashok Venkataramani, Board Member & CEO Star News.

m Commercial issues Sub Committee

The Sub Committee under the Chairmanship of Mr Ashok Venkataramani, CEO Star News met
only once during the period under review.
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» Training Modules

Training is essential for carrier development. It is therefore necessary to have specific programmes
for editorial staff of member broadcasters essentially to improve broadcasting standards. Bearing
this in mind, the NBA is in the process of starting training programmes / workshops in collaboration
with some national institutes, which initiative is likely to begin in the next few months.

B The News Broadcasting Standards Authority

Attached is a separate Report (Section - II) in relation to the initiatives of the News Broadcasting
Standards Authority.

Place: New Delhi By Order of the Board of Directors of
Date: August 26, 2010 News Broadcasters Association

oo,

Sameer Manchanda
President
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Directors’ Report to the Members

The Directors have pleasure in presenting the Third Annual Report of your Association together
with Audited Accounts for the period from April 1, 2009, to March 31, 2010.

» Financial Review

Your Association has reported a total income of Rs.82,53,927/-, of which income from subscription
is Rs.75,00,000 and incurred an expenditure of Rs.45,62,859 during the period ending 31st March
2010. Out of the excess of income over expenditure of Rs. 36,91,068, an amount of Rs.23,68,923
has been transferred to Special Reserve.

» Membership of Association

The number of Members/ Associate Members of the Association during the year under report
increased from 14 to 20 (Channels from 34 to 45).

» Auditors & Auditors’ Report

M/s S. S Kothari Mehta & Co., Chartered Accountants, Statutory Auditors of the Association,
hold office until the conclusion of the forthcoming Annual General Meeting and are eligible for re-
appointment. The Association has received letter from them to the effect that their appointments,
if made, would be within the prescribed limits under Section 224(1-B) of the Companies Act, 1956
and also that they are not otherwise disqualified within the meaning of sub section (3) of Section
226 of the Companies Act, 1956, for such appointment.

The Statutory Auditors’ Report on the Accounts of the Association for the financial year ended 31st
March, 2010 is self explanatory and do not require further comments in the Directors’ report.

» Report on Conservation of Energy, Technology Absorption, Foreign
Exchange Earnings and Outgo etc.

Information in accordance with the provisions of Section 217(1)(e) of the Companies Act, 1956
read with the Companies (Disclosure of Particulars in the Report of Board of Directors) Rules,
1988 regarding Conservation of Energy and Technology Absorption is not disclosed as the same
is not applicable to the Association, being a Association. Association has no foreign exchange
earnings and outgo during the period.

» Particulars of Employees

There were no employees of the Association who received remuneration in excess of the limits
prescribed under Section 217(2A) of the Companies Act, 1956 read with the Companies (Particulars
of Employees) Rules, 1975.

» Directors’ Responsibility Statement
Pursuant to Section 217(2AA) of the Companies Act, 1956, it is hereby confirmed:
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(i) that in the preparation of the annual accounts, the applicable accounting standards had been
followed;

(i) that the Directors had selected such accounting policies and applied them consistently and made
judgments and estimates that are reasonable and prudent so as to give a true and fair view of
the state of affairs of the Association at the end of the accounting year and of the surplus of the
Association for that year;

(iii) that the Directors had taken proper and sufficient care for the maintenance of adequate
accounting records in accordance with the provisions of this Act for safeguarding the assets of
the Association and for preventing and detecting fraud and other irregularities;

(iv) that the Directors had prepared the annual accounts on a going concern basis.

» Acknowledgements

The Board of Directors wish to place on record their appreciation for the support and cooperation
extended by every Member of the Association, the Secretariat, its Bankers, and valuable contribution
made by the Consultants, Counsels and officials of the Member Companies.

For and on behalf of the Board of Directors

Sd/- Sd/- Sd/-
Sameer Manchanda KVL Narayan Rao Barun Das
President Vice President Honorary Treasurer

Place: New Delhi
Dated : July 20, 2010
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11§ Report of the Auditors to the Members

The Members
NEWS BROADCASTERS ASSOCIATION
Delhi

We have audited the attached Balance Sheet of News Broadcasters Association as at 31st March
2010 and also the Income and Expenditure Account for the year ended on that date annexed thereto.
These financial statements are the responsibility of the Company's management. Our responsibility
is to express an opinion on these financial statements based on our audit.

We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in India. Those
standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about, whether
the financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test
basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An audit also
includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management,
as well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. We believe that our audit provides
a reasonable basis for our opinion.

Further we report that:

a) We have obtained all the information and explanations, which to the best of our knowledge and
belief were necessary for the purpose of our audit.

b) In our opinion, proper books of accounts as required by law have been kept by the Company,
so far as appears from our examination of the books.

c) The Balance Sheet and Income and Expenditure Account dealt by this report are in agreement
with the books of accounts.

d) In our opinion the Balance Sheet and Income and Expenditure Account dealt with by this report
comply with the mandatory accounting standards, to the extent applicable, specified by the
Institute of Chartered Accountants of India referred to in sub-section (3C) of Section 211 of the
Companies Act, 1956.

e) On the basis of written representation received from the Directors, as on 31st March 2010, and
taken on record by the Board of Directors, we report that none of the Director is disqualified
as on 31st March 2010 from being appointed as Director in terms of clause (g) of sub-section
(1) Section-274 of Companies Act 1956.

In our opinion and to the best of our information and according to the explanations given to us, the
said accounts give the information required by the Companies Act, 1956 in the manner so required
and give a true and fair view in conformity with the accounting principles generally accepted in
India:

i) In case of Balance Sheet, of the State of affairs of the Company as at 31st March 2010;
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ii) In case of Income and Expenditure Account, of excess of income over expenditure of the
company for the year ended on that date.

For S.S. Kothari Mehta & Co.
Chartered Accountants
Firms’ Regn. No. 000756N

Sd/-

Naveen Aggarwal
Partner

M.NO. 094380
Place: New Delhi
Dated : July 20, 2010

NewsBroadcastersAssociation

A
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News Broadcasters Association : New Delhi "I
Balance Sheet as at 31st March, 2010

(Amount in Rs.) ‘

Particulars Schedule | Current Year | Previous Year
SOURCES OF FINANCE
Entrance Fees 1 700,000 700,000
Reserves & surplus 2 9,494,073 5,803,005
TOTAL 10,194,073 6,503,005
APPLICATION OF FUNDS
Fixed Assets: 3
Gross Block 444,003 252,366
Less: Depreciation 192,463 84,882
Net Block 251,540 167,484
Current Assets, Loans and Advances 4
Cash and Bank Balances 17,682,775 6,137,658
Loans and Advances 20,000 -
Other Current Assets 353,221 272,895
SUB TOTAL 18,055,996 6,410,553
Less Current Liabilities and Provisions 5 8,113,463 75,032
Net Current Assets 9,942,533 6,335,521
Preliminary Expenses 6 - -
(to the extent not written off)
TOTAL 10,194,073 6,503,005

SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES & 9

PRACTICES AND NOTES ON ACCOUNTS

The Schedule referred to above form an integral part of the Balance Sheet.

As per our Report of even date attached.

For S.S. Kothari Mehta & Co.

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

Firm's Regn. No. 000756N

Sd/- Sd/- Sd/- Sd/- Sd/-
(Naveen Aggarwal) Sameer Manchanda KVL Narayan Rao Barun Das Annie Joseph

Partner President
Mem. No. 094380
Place : New Delhi.

Dated : July 20, 2010
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111 News Broadcasters Association : New Delhi 111

Income & Expenditure Account for the year ended 31st March, 2010

(Amount in Rs.)

Particulars Schedule | Current Year | Previous Year
INCOME

Subscription 7,500,000 7,025,000
Other Income 753,927 273,895
TOTAL 8,253,927 7,298,895
EXPENDITURE

Establishment 1,816,571 1,574,996
Administrative & Other Expenses 2,638,707 2,570,234
Depreciation 107,581 69,507
Preliminary Expenses Written Off - 98,297
TOTAL 4,562,859 4,313,034
Excess of Income Over Expenditure 3,691,068 2,985,861
Balance Brought Forward 1,308,567 200,189
Less: Transferred to Special Reserve 2,368,923 1,877,483
Balance carried to the Balance Sheet 2,630,712 1,308,567

SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES &
PRACTICES AND NOTES ON ACCOUNTS

The Schedule referred to above form an integral part of the Income & Expenditure Account.

As per our Report of even date attached.

For S.S. Kothari Mehta & Co.
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS
Firm's Regn. No. 000756N

Sd/- Sd/-

(Naveen Aggarwal) Sameer Manchanda KVL Narayan Rao
Vice President

Partner President
Mem. No. 094380
Place : New Delhi.

Dated : July 20, 2010

Sd/-

Sd/- Sd/-

Barun Das Annie Joseph
Honorary Treasurer Secretary General
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11! News Broadcasters Association : New Delhi 111

Schedules 1 to 8 annexed to and forming part of the Balance Sheet as at 31st March, 2010 and the

Income & Expenditure Account for the year ended on that date.

Schedule 1
ENTRANCE FEES
‘ (Amount in Rs.) ‘
Particulars Current Year Previous Year
Opening Balance 700,000 400,000
Receipts for the year - 300,000
TOTAL 700,000 700,000
Schedule 2

RESERVES & SURPLUS

(Amount in Rs.) ‘

Particulars Current Year Previous Year
Surplus
As per Income & Expenditure Account 2,630,712 1,308,567
Special Reserve:
Opening Balance 4,494,438 2,616,955
Transferred from Income & Expenditure Account 2,368,923 1,877,483
Closing Balance 6,863,361 4,494,438
TOTAL 9,494,073 5,803,005
Schedule 3
FIXED ASSETS
| | GROSS BLOCK DEPRECIATION NET BLOCK

Particulars As at Addition As at As at For the Sale/

As at

As at As at

of Assets 01.04.2009 | During | 31.03.2010 | 01.04.2009 | Year adj. 31.03.2010 | 31.03.2010 | 31.03.2009

the during

year the year

Computers 252,366 | 171,647 424,013 84,882 | 107,436 - 192,318 231,695 167,484
&

Installations

Office - 19,990 19,990 - 145 145 19,845
Equipments

TOTAL 252,366 | 191,637 444,003 84,882 | 107,581 - 192,463 251,540 167,484
Previous 153,748 98,618 252,366 15,375 | 69,507 84,882 167,484 138,373
Year
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Particulars
Cash and Bank Balances

Current Year

(Amount in Rs.) ‘

Previous Year

Cash in hand 10,371 9,840
Balance with Scheduled Bank

-In Current Account 7,672,404 1,127,818
-In Fixed Deposit Account 10,000,000 5,000,000
SUB TOTAL 17,682,775 6,137,658
Loans and Advances

Advances Recoverable in Cash & Kind 20,000 -
or Value to be Received

SUB TOTAL 20,000 -
Other Current Assets

Interest Accrued on Fixed Deposits 353,221 272,895
SUB TOTAL 353,221 272,895
TOTAL 18,055,996 6,410,553
Schedule 5

CURRENT LIABILITIES & PROVISIONS

Particulars
Current Liabilities

Current Year

(Amount in Rs.) ‘

Previous Year

Subscriptions received in advance

7,975,000

Sundry Creditors

- Total Outstanding Dues to Micro & Small enterprises

Small enterprises

- Total Outstanding Dues to Creditors other than Micro &

138,463

70,828

Other Liabilities

4,204

TOTAL

8,113,463

75,032
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Schedule 6
PRELIMINARY EXPENDITURE
(To the extent not written off or adjusted)

(Amount in Rs.) ‘

Particulars Current Year Previous Year
Opening Balance - 98,297
Less: Written Off During The Year - 98,297
TOTAL - =

Schedule 7

ESTABLISHMENT EXPENSES

(Amount in Rs.) ‘

Particulars Current Year Previous Year
Salaries, Allowances & Other Benefits 1,812,812 1,574,996
Staff Welfare Expenses 3,759 -
TOTAL 1,816,571 1,574,996

Schedule 8

ADMINISTRATIVE & OTHER EXPENSES

(Amount in Rs.) |

Particulars Current Year Previous Year
Legal & Professional Charges 1,392,820 1,477,746
Travelling & Conveyance Expenses 442,774 397,645
Authority Expenses 340,935 199,213
Meeting Expenses 46,842 9,136
Rent & Electricity 128,828 118,100
Printing & Stationary 110,403 95,553
Communication Expenses 67,497 36,774
Repair & Maintenance - Computer 9,927 13,877
Website Expenses 42,466 171,064
Newspaper & Periodicals 10,738 9,790
Auditors Remuneration:

Audit Fees 37,502 37,502
Out of pocket expenses 2,758 3,309
Miscellaneous Expenses 5,217 525
TOTAL 2,638,707 2,570,234
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Schedule 9
SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES AND NOTES TO ACCOUNTS

A. SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES

1. The Company follows the mercantile system of accounting and recognizes income and
expenditure on accrual basis. The accounts are prepared on historical cost basis, as a going

concern and are consistent with the generally accepted accounting policies.
2. FIXED ASSETS AND DEPRECIATION

(i) Fixed Assets are stated at cost inclusive of all related and other incidental expenses.

(ii) Depreciation on fixed assets is provided on Written Down Value method on pro-rata basis at

the rates specified in Schedule XIV (as amended) to the Companies Act 1956.
3. TAXATION

The Company is exempt from tax on income under Section 11 of the Income Tax Act, 1961; hence

no provision has been made for the same.
4. ENTRANCE FEES

Entrance Fees is treated as corpus.

B. NOTES TO ACCOUNTS

1. Inthe opinion of the management, the value on realization of current assets, loans and advances
in the ordinary course of activities would not be less than the amount at which they are stated

in the Balance Sheet and provisions for all known liabilities has been made.

2. The Company is a Small & Medium sized company (SMC) as defined in the general instructions
in respect of Accounting Standards notified under the Companies Act, 1956. Accordingly, the
Company has complied with the Accounting Standards as applicable to a Small & Medium

sized Company.

3. Based on the information available with the Company, no balance is due to Micro & Small
Enterprises as defined under the Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises Development Act,
2006 as on 31st March 2010. Further during the year no interest has been paid, accrued or

payable under the terms of the said Act.

4. The Company is registered under Section 25 of the Companies Act, 1956 and further during
the year it has got the registration under Section 12AA of the Income Tax, 1961. Accordingly,
income is also exempted from Tax u/s 11 & 12 of the said Act. Therefore, provisions of the
Accounting Standard, AS-22 on Accounting for Taxes on income are not applicable on the

Company.
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Special reserve has been created under Section 11 of the Income Tax Act, 1961, by transferring
the unutilised amount in excess of 15% of the total income, for the purpose of building the
infrastructure of the Association with a view to achieve the objects stated in the Memorandum
of Association.

Financial figures have been rounded off to the nearest Rupee.

As per our Report of even date attached

For S.S. Kothari Mehta & Co.
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS
Firm's Regn. No. 000756N

Sd/- Sd/- Sd/- Sd/- Sd/-
(Naveen Aggarwal) Sameer Manchanda KVL Narayan Rao Barun Das Annie Joseph
Partner President Vice President ~ Honorary Treasurer Secretary General

Mem. No. 094380
Place : New Delhi.
Dated : July 20, 2010
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" Balance Sheet Abstract and Company’s I"
General Business Profile

Additional Information as required under Part IV of Schedule VI of the Companies Act, 1956

I. Registration Details

Balance Sheet date : Date 31 March Year 2010
Month

II. Capital Raised during the year: NIL
II1. Position of Mobilisation and Deployment of Funds: (Amount in Rs Thousands)

Sources of Funds (Amount in Rs Thousands):

Secured Loans: Nil Unsecured Loans: Nil

Application of Funds

Net Current Assets: 9942 Misc. Expenditure: Nil

IV. Performance of the Company

Profit (before tax): 3691 Profit (after tax): 3691
Earnings per share N/A Dividend Rate N/A

V. Generic Names of Principal Products/Services of the Company
Item Code No (ITC Code)

Product Description
Sd/- Sd/- Sd/- Sd/-
Sameer Manchanda KVL Narayan Rao Barun Das Annie Joseph
President Vice President Honorary Treasurer Secretary General

Place : New Delhi.
Dated : July 20, 2010
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Annexure - 1

" NBA News Access Guidelines for "I
Cricket Test Matches

Introduction

1. These News Access Guidelines shall be followed by all Members/Associate Members of the
NBA.

Definitions

2. Capitalised terms used in these News Access Guidelines shall have the meanings given to them
in the Schedule to these News Access Guidelines.

Use Of Fresh Footage

3. Subject always to paragraphs 6 to 10 below, a Designated News Broadcaster may
broadcast a maximum of 6 minutes of Fresh Footage per Test Match Day which may be
repeated in a News Cycle, provided always that:

(a) In addition to the 6 minutes of Fresh Footage mentioned above, not more than a maximum
of 45 seconds of Fresh Footage from the pre-match toss, any pre-match entertainment,
post-match entertainment and any post-match presentations may be used;

(b) if broadcast as part of a news or sports bulletin, a maximum of 2 minutes of the Fresh
Footage per match may be used per half-hour of broadcasting;

(c) if broadcast as part of a special programme, a maximum of 6 minutes of the Fresh Footage
may be used per hour of broadcasting; and

(d) the number of repeats is restricted to 2 repeat exhibitions per half-hour of news broadcast,
provided that such restriction on repeats shall not apply to Fresh Footage of an Exceptional
Event used in a news and/or sports bulletin.

4. The use by a Designated News Broadcaster of live Footage is not permitted at any time under
any circumstances. There must be a minimum of at least 7 minutes delay following the live
broadcast of any Footage by the official/host broadcaster before any extract of such Footage
may be used by the Designated News Broadcaster pursuant to paragraph 3 above. Exceptions
to this rule will only be permitted in the case of an Exceptional Event for which a minimum of
at least 5 minutes delay following the conclusion of the Exceptional Event is required.

Use Of Archival Footage

5. Subject always to paragraphs 6 to 10 below, a Designated News Broadcaster may
broadcast a maximum of 6 minutes of Archival Footage per Test Match Day which can be
repeated throughout the day, provided always that:

(a) if broadcast as part of a news or sports bulletin, a maximum of 2 minutes of the Archival
Footage may be used per half-hour of broadcasting ;
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(b) if broadcast as part of a special programme, a maximum of 4 minutes of the Archival
Footage may be used per hour of broadcasting and the same can be repeated if the
programme is repeated ;

(c) if broadcast as part of promotional programming, a maximum of 10 seconds per promotion,
show-open or montage is allowed with not more than a maximum of 60 seconds of Archival
Footage to be used in a Test Match Day within promotional programming; and

(d) Archival Footage shall be subject to the same restrictions as to repeats as Fresh
Footage.

Commercial Guidelines

6. The use of Fresh Footage pursuant to paragraphs 3 and 4 above and the use of Archival
Footage pursuant to paragraph 5 above is strictly limited in each case to use within news and/
or current affairs programmes. No use of Fresh Footage and/or Archival Footages is permitted
in any circumstances for any commercial purposes.

7. For the avoidance of doubt, a Designated News Broadcaster may commercially exploit a news
and/or sports and/or current affairs and/or other programme within which Fresh Footage and/
or Archival Footage is broadcast as a whole, in the regular course, through normal advertising/
sponsorship breaks usual in programming of news channels, provided always that, except as
permitted pursuant to paragraphs 8 to 10 below, no advertising, sting, logo, graphic and/or any
other commercial (morphing) activity occurs immediately before, immediately after or during
the Fresh Footage and/or Archival Footage and no association is created between the use of
Fresh Footage and/or Archival Footage and any third party brand or product.

Credit Guidelines

8. Courtesy bug acknowledging the concerned Host Broadcaster must be pasted by the Designated
News Broadcaster throughout the broadcast of any Fresh Footage and/or Archival Footage.

9. Designated News Broadcasters must use the correct name of the Event and the Event Logo in
any and all broadcasts in which the Event is mentioned or referred to, whether or not including
the broadcast of any clips of Fresh Footage and/or Archival Footage.

10. In the event that the Event Logo should be covered by the logo of the Designated News
Broadcaster, the Designated News Broadcaster must include a courtesy line extended at the
bottom of, or elsewhere, on the screen.

Schedule

Definitions

“Archival Footage” means any Footage relating to play conducted on the previous day of a Test
Match that is part of Event and/or any and all match footage from previous Events ;

“Designated News Broadcaster” means any broadcaster that is a Member or an Associate Member
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of the NBA;

“Exceptional Event” means any newsworthy event of an extraordinary nature or a landmark
achievement from a Match, including without limitation events such as the scoring of a boundary,
the fall of a wicket, the scoring of a half-century or a century and/or the achievement of any
personal cricketing landmark by any player;

“Event” means any cricket matches or series of matches being played as part of any cricketing
tournament ;

“Footage” means all live signals (including all audio, visual and audiovisual material) and recorded
audio, visual and audiovisual material, in either case relating to any Match (including, without
limitation, unilateral footage, stump/wicket and/or helmet camera footage and microphone output
and any interview with any player or others included in the live broadcast coverage of the Match
from the pre-Match toss to the end of the post-Match presentation);

“Fresh Footage” means any Footage (other than Archival Footage) broadcast for the first time
(premier) by a news broadcaster ;

“Host Broadcaster” means officially appointed host broadcaster for the Event;
“Match” means any cricket match forming part of Event;

“NBA” means the News Broadcasters Association, the representative body of news broadcasters/
channels in India;

“News Cycle” is defined as 18 hours from 6 am to midnight Indian Standard Time;

“Test Match Day” means any 1 (one) day of play of the 5 (five) day cricket test match comprising
part of Event;

20.7.2010
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" NBA News Access Guidelines for I"
Football/Hockey Tournaments

Introduction

1. These News Access Guidelines shall be followed by all Members/Associate Members of the
NBA.

Definitions

2. Capitalised terms used in these News Access Guidelines shall have the meanings given to them
in the Schedule to these News Access Guidelines.

Use of Fresh Footage

3. Subject always to paragraphs 6 to 10 below, a Designated News Broadcaster may broadcast a
maximum of 3 minutes of Fresh Footage per Match per News Day which may be repeated in
a News Cycle, provided always that:

(a) no more than a maximum of 60 seconds of Fresh Footage from any pre-Match ceremonies,
post-Match ceremonies and any post-Match presentations may be used;

(b) if broadcast as part of a news or sports bulletin, a maximum of 90 seconds of the Fresh
Footage per Match may be used per half-hour of broadcasting;

(c) if broadcast as part of a special programme, a maximum of 6 minutes of the Fresh Footage
may be used per hour of broadcast; and ;

(d) the number of repeats is restricted to 2 repeat exhibitions per half-hour of news broadcast,
provided that such restriction on repeats shall not apply to Fresh Footage of an Exceptional
Event used in a news and/or sports bulletin.

4. The use by a Designated News Broadcaster of live Footage is not permitted at any time under
any circumstances. There must be a minimum of at least 7 minutes delay following the live
broadcast of any Footage by the official / host broadcaster before any extract of such Footage
may be used by the Designated News Broadcaster pursuant to paragraph 3 above. Exceptions
to this rule will only be permitted in the case of an Exceptional Event for which a minimum of
at least 5 minutes delay following the conclusion of the Exceptional Event is required.

Use of Archival Footage

5. Subject always to paragraphs 6 to 10 below, a Designated News Broadcaster may broadcast a
maximum of 4 minutes of Archival Footage per News Day which can be repeated throughout
the day, provided always that:

(a) if broadcast as part of a news or sports bulletin, a maximum of 90 seconds of the Archival
Footage may be used per half-hour of broadcast;

(b) ifbroadcast as part of a special programme, a maximum of 3 minutes of the Archival Footage
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may be used per hour of broadcasting and the same may be repeated if the programme is
repeated ;

(c) if broadcast as part of promotional programming, a maximum of 10 seconds per promotion,
show-open or montage is allowed with not more than a maximum of 60 seconds of Archival
Footage to be used in a News Day within promotional programming; and

(d) Archival Footage shall be subject to the same restrictions as to repeats as Fresh Footage.

Commercial Guidelines

6.

The use of Fresh Footage pursuant to paragraphs 3 and 4 above and the use of Archival
Footage pursuant to paragraph 5 above is strictly limited in each case to use within news and/
or current affairs programmes. No use of Footage and/or Archival Footages is permitted in any
circumstances for any commercial purposes.

For the avoidance of doubt, a Designated News Broadcaster may commercially exploit a news
and/or sports and/or current affairs and/or other programme within which Fresh Footage and/
or Archival Footage is broadcast as a whole, in the regular course,through normal advertising/
sponsorship breaks usual in programming of news channels, provided always that, except as
permitted pursuant to paragraphs 8 to 10 below, no advertising, sting, logo, graphic and/or any
other commercial (morphing) activity occurs immediately before, immediately after or during
the Fresh Footage and/or Archival Footage and no association is created between the use of
Fresh Footage and/or Archival Footage and any third party brand or product.

Credit Guidelines

8.

9.

Courtesy bugs acknowledging the Host Broadcaster must be pasted by the Designated News
Broadcaster throughout the broadcast of any Footage and/or Archival Footage.

Designated News Broadcasters must use the correct name of the Event and the Event Logo in
any and all broadcasts in which the Event is mentioned or referred to, whether or not including
the broadcast of any clips of Fresh Footage and/or Archival Footage.

10. In the event that the Event Logo should be covered by the logo of the Designated News

Broadcaster, the Designated News Broadcaster must include a courtesy line extended at the
bottom of or elsewhere on the screen.

Schedule

Definitions

“Archival Footage” means any Footage from a Match from the period 24 hours after the completion
of the Match concerned and/or any and all Match footage from previous Events;

“Designated News Broadcaster” means any broadcaster that is a Member or an Associate Member
of the NBA;

“Exceptional Event” means any newsworthy event or incident of an extraordinary nature from a
Match or any landmark achievement by a player or team ;
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“Event” means any Football/Hockey matches or set of matches being played as part of any
tournament;

“Footage” means all live signals (including all audio, visual and audiovisual material) and recorded
audio, visual and audiovisual material, in either case relating to any Match and microphone output
and any interview with any player or others included in the live broadcast coverage of the Match
from the pre-Match ceremonies to the end of the post-Match presentation ;

“Fresh Footage” means Footage (other than Archival Footage) broadcast for the first time (premier)
by a News Broadcaster;

“Host Broadcaster” means officially appointed host broadcaster for the Event;
“Match” means any Football/Hockey match forming part of the Event;

“NBA” means the News Broadcasters Association, the representative body of news broadcasters/
channels in India;

“News Cycle” is defined as 18 hours from 6 am to midnight Indian Standard Time;

“News Day” is defined as the period of 24 hours from the commencement of the Match
concerned.

20.7.2010
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"I NBA News Access Guidelines for "I
One-Day & T-20 Cricket Matches

Introduction

1. These News Access Guidelines shall be followed by all Members/Associate Members of the
NBA.

Definitions

2. Capitalised terms used in these News Access Guidelines shall have the meanings given to them
in the Schedule to these News Access Guidelines.

Use of Fresh Footage

3. Subject always to paragraphs 6 to 10 below, a Designated News Broadcaster may
broadcast a maximum of 5.5 minutes of Fresh Footage per Match per News Day which may
be repeated in a News Cycle, provided always that:

(a) Inaddition to the 5.5 minutes of Fresh Footage mentioned above, not more than a maximum
of 1 minute of Fresh Footage from the pre-Match toss, any pre-Match entertainment, post-
Match entertainment and any post-Match presentations may be used;

(b) if broadcast as part of a news or sports bulletin, a maximum of 2 minutes of the Fresh
Footage per match may be used per half-hour of broadcasting;

(c) if broadcast as part of a special programme, a maximum of 6 minutes of the Fresh Footage
may be used per hour of broadcasting; and

(d) the number of repeats is restricted to 2 repeat exhibitions per half-hour of news broadcast,
provided that such restriction on repeats shall not apply to Fresh Footage of an Exceptional
Event used in a news and/or sports bulletin.

4. The use by a Designated News Broadcaster of live Footage is not permitted at any time under
any circumstances. There must be a minimum of at least 7 minutes delay following the live
broadcast of any Footage by the official/host broadcaster before any extract of such Footage
may be used by the Designated News Broadcaster pursuant to paragraph 3 above. Exceptions
to this rule will only be permitted in the case of an Exceptional Event for which a minimum of
at least 5 minutes delay following the conclusion of the Exceptional Event is required.

Use of Archival Footage

5. Subject always to paragraphs 6 to 10 below, a Designated News Broadcaster may broadcast a
maximum of 6 minutes of Archival Footage per News Day which can be repeated throughout
the day, provided always that:

(a) if broadcast as part of a news or sports bulletin, a maximum of 2 minutes of the Archival
Footage may be used per half-hour of broadcasting ;

(b) if broadcast as part of a special programme, a maximum of 4.5 minutes of the Archival
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Footage may be used per hour of broadcasting and the same can be repeated if the programme
is repeated ;

(c) if broadcast as part of promotional programming, a maximum of 10 seconds per promotion,
show-open or montage is allowed with not more than a maximum of 60 seconds of Archival
Footage to be used in a News Day within promotional programming ; and

(d) Archival Footage shall be subject to the same restrictions as to repeats as Fresh Footage.

Commercial Guidelines

6.

The use of Fresh Footage pursuant to paragraphs 3 and 4 above and the use of Archival
Footage pursuant to paragraph 5 above is strictly limited in each case to use within news and/
or current affairs programmes. No use of Fresh Footage and/or Archival Footages is permitted
in any circumstances for any commercial purposes.

For the avoidance of doubt, a Designated News Broadcaster may commercially exploit a news
and/or sports and/or current affairs and/or other programme within which Fresh Footage and/
or Archival Footage is broadcast as a whole, in the regular course, through normal advertising/
sponsorship breaks usual in programming of news channels , provided always that, except as
permitted pursuant to paragraphs 8 to 10 below, no advertising, sting, logo, graphic and/or any
other commercial (morphing) activity occurs immediately before, immediately after or during
the Fresh Footage and/or Archival Footage and no association is created between the use of
Fresh Footage and/or Archival Footage and any third party brand or product.

Credit Guidelines

8.

9.

Courtesy bug acknowledging the concerned Host Broadcaster must be pasted by the Designated
News Broadcaster throughout the broadcast of any Fresh Footage and/or Archival Footage.

Designated News Broadcasters must use the correct name of the Event and the Event Logo in
any and all broadcasts in which the Event is mentioned or referred to, whether or not including
the broadcast of any clips of Fresh Footage and/or Archival Footage.

10. In the event that the Event Logo should be covered by the logo of the Designated News

Broadcaster, the Designated News Broadcaster must include a courtesy line extended at the
bottom of, or elsewhere, on the screen.

Schedule

Definitions

“Archival Footage” means any Footage from a match from the period 24 hours after the completion
of the match concerned, and/or any and all match footage from previous Events ;

“Designated News Broadcaster” means any broadcaster that is a Member or an Associate Member
of the NBA;

“Exceptional Event” means any newsworthy event of an extraordinary nature or a landmark
achievement from a Match, including without limitation events such as the scoring of a boundary,
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the fall of a wicket, the scoring of a half-century or a century and/or the achievement of any
personal cricketing landmark by any player;

“Event” means any cricket matches or series of matches being played as part of any cricketing
tournament ;

“Footage” means all live signals (including all audio, visual and audiovisual material) and recorded
audio, visual and audiovisual material, in either case relating to any Match (including, without
limitation, unilateral footage, stump/wicket and/or helmet camera footage and microphone output
and any interview with any player or others included in the live broadcast coverage of the Match
from the pre-Match toss to the end of the post-Match presentation);

“Fresh Footage” means any Footage (other than Archival Footage) broadcast for the first time
(premier) by a news broadcaster ;

“Host Broadcaster” means officially appointed host broadcaster for the Event;
“Match” means any cricket match forming part of Event;

“NBA” means the News Broadcasters Association, the representative body of news broadcasters/
channels in India;

“News Cycle” is defined as 18 hours from 6 am to midnight Indian Standard Time;

“News Day” is defined as the period of 24 hours from the commencement of the Match
concerned;

20.7.2010
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Annexure - 2

Members of News Broadcasters Association (NBA)

S.No. | Name of the Broadcaster Member Channel(s)
1 B.A.G Newsline Network Ltd. News 24
Broadcast Initiatives Ltd. Live India
Complete News & Entertainment | CNEB
Broadcast Pvt. Ltd.
4 | Hyderabad Media House Ltd. HMTV
5 ibn18 Broadcast Ltd. CNN IBN, IBN7
6 | Independent News Services Pvt. Ltd. |India TV
7 Indira Television Ltd. Sakshi
8 INX News Pvt. Ltd. News X
9 Media Content & Communications | Star News, Star Majha, Star Anando
Services (India ) Pvt. Ltd.
10 | New Delhi Television Ltd. NDTV24x7, NDTV India, NDTV Profit
11 | SUN TV Network Ltd. Sun News, Gemini News, Udaya Varthagalu
12 | Television Eighteen India Ltd. CNBC TV18, CNBC Awaaz
13 | Times Global Broadcasting Company | Times Now, ET Now
Ltd.
14 | TV Today Network Ltd. Aajtak, Headlines Today, Dilli Aajtak, Tez
15 | Ushodaya Enterprises Pvt. Ltd. (TV | ETV2Telugu, ETV Uttar Pradesh /Uttaranchal,
Division) ETV Bihar / Jharkhand, ETVMadhya Pradesh/
Chattisgarh, ETV Rajasthan
16 | UTV News Ltd. Bloomberg UTV
17 | Zee News Ltd. Zee News, Zee Business, Zee 24 Taas, Zee News —
Uttar Pradesh, Zee 24 Ghantalu
Associate Members:
18 | Associated Broadcasting Company TV9, TV9 Kannada, TV1, TV9 Gujarat, TV9
Pvt. Ltd. Mumbai, News 9
19 MM TV L. Manorama News Central
20 | Total Telefilms Pvt. Ltd. Total TV
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I I I Section 11 I I I
News Broadcasting Standards Authority

Apart from its role of looking into the complaints of content aired by Member broadcasters, an
important facet of the role of the NBSA is also to provide guidance, among other things, for
improving standards of television journalism. In this backdrop, the Authority held discussions
with Editors, media critics and Board Members of NBA to ascertain initiatives which need to be
taken up by NBSA for improving broadcasting standards of television journalists / producers etc.
The NBSA had very fruitful discussions with Mrs. Ambika Soni, Union Minister for Information
& Broadcasting, official of Ministry of Information and Broadcasting and Board Members in this
regard. The suggestions given during these interactions have been considered by the Authority for
improving broadcasting standards.

» Workshop with NBA Editors

The New Broadcasting Standards Authority organized a Workshop with the Editors of News
Broadcasters Association (NBA) on 2.12.2009 in New Delhi. The Workshop was essentially
conducted to take a closer look at the achievements of the Authority during its first year of its
operations; the action taken by it to improve broadcasting standards and what further needs to be
done to improve broadcasting standards. The feedback received from Editors is being translated
into action by the Authority.

» Promos / Tickers on Member News Channels Regarding Procedure
for Filing Complaints

A common promo both in English and Hindi had been circulated to all the Member broadcasters
requesting them to air the same on their respective channels on a daily basis from 15.1.2010
onwards. A new promo is under preparation and would be aired soon by Member broadcasters. It
has also been decided by the NBA Board that all channels would along with the promo also run a
ticker regarding filing of complaint(s) relating to content on news channels.

» Meeting with Media Critics

From time-to-time, media critics through their columns raise issues relating to content shown by
the electronic media including the news media .To get the benefit of a personal exchange of views
with them, the NBSA invited media critics for a meeting on 15.1.2010. The media critics gave
valuable suggestions which would help in improving broadcasting standards.

» Meeting with I&B Minister, Chairperson and Members of NBSA &
Board Members of NBA

The NBSA had a meeting with Mrs. Ambika Soni, Minister for Information & Broadcasting and
the Board of Directors on 5.2.10 to discuss the issue of self regulation. During the interaction, the
Minister was requested, that since the NBA had already put in place a self regulatory mechanism
& the Authority is looking into the content related issues of the Member broadcasters, content
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regulation should be kept out of the purview of the regulation and the Government should recognize
the self-regulation initiatives adopted by the NBA and make the regulations a part of the Cable
Rules as done in the case of ASCI.

» Meetings of the Authority

The Authority met 8 times during the year and all the meetings were held in New Delhi.

» Issuance of Guidelines/advisories

Apart from its role of deciding complaints, a very important role of the Authority is to lay down
principles and norms for improving broadcasting standards to provide guidance to Member
broadcasters. During the year, advisories were issued to both the Members & the Editors on the
1st anniversary of the 26/11 Mumbai terror attacks, the Delhi-Bhubaneshwar Rajdhani Express
was held hostage , showing Mr. Jyoti Basu, former Chief Minister of West Bengal in comatose
condition and reporting of Kashmir issue and Amarnath Yatra.

» Visit by Chairperson & Members of Authority

As in the past, to get a first hand view of newsroom operations and also to interact with senior editorial
personnel and to better understand the logistics of news gathering, collation and dissemination of
news, the Chairperson and Members visited the offices of Zee News Ltd., ibn18 Broadcast Ltd.
and Times Global Broadcasting Company Ltd. (Delhi Office).

» Show Cause Notices and Decisions by the Authority

During the year, the Authority considered and reviewed around 26 complaints received by Member
broadcasters. In most cases, the Authority was satisfied by the response / action taken by Member
broadcasters to the complaints. Hence, none of the complaints warranted any separate action by the
NBSA against any broadcaster(s). Authority however, took suo motu cognizance of a news item
reported by a channel and issued a show cause notice to the concerned broadcaster.

To ascertain whether member broadcasters were following the Code of Ethics, Specific Guidelines
Covering Reportage, as a test check, all Members of NBA were advised to send the unedited and
true version/script(s) in respect of Pratapgarh stampede and Hafeez Mohammed Sayeed interview.
On a review of the telecast in both these matters, the Authority was satisfied that the Members were
substantially observing the guidelines.

» Logo of News Broadcasting Standards Authority (NBSA)

To have a separate and distinct identity of the Authority, the NBA decided to create a new logo for
the NBSA. The new logo is being used on the stationery, promos etc. of the NBSA.

The text of the Code of Ethics, Regulations, Guidelines and Advisories issued from time to
time by the NBA and NBSA since inception are annexed to the Report.

| 53 |



3rd Annual Report

2009-10

Annexure

Il] Code of Ethics & Broadcasting Standards |||

Background

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)
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The Constitution of India guarantees to all its citizens, the right to free speech, which right has
been liberally construed by our Supreme Court as encompassing not just the freedom of press,
but also the right of the citizen to be informed of matters of public moment and concern.

The fundamental premise of a democracy is the accountability of all its institutions to the political
sovereign, viz the people. It is axiomatic that for democracy to survive and flourish, freedom
must live in the hearts of people, and the citizenry must be ever vigilant against all attempts
to subvert the rule of law. Democracies have decayed into anarchy not merely on account
of major events such as coups, but also by insidious erosion caused by egregious corruption
and abuse of power. Exposing the threat within itself has become one of the most important
roles of the news media, particularly the electronic media whose reach and penetration has the
promise to make democracy a living reality for those who do not have access to the print media
for want of literacy or otherwise, and giving them a sense of involvement in the process of
governance.

India is the worlds largest democracy, demographically marked by diversity in religion,
language and caste, and undoubtedly has problems that are significantly peculiar to it. Yet at
the same time, it shares certain common values with other vibrant democracies, and one of
them is balancing the freedom of the press with putting in place checks and balances that seek
to instill a sense of responsibility and to prevent abuse of this freedom, without the “chilling
effect” that would impair journalistic freedom.

It is the duty of media to keep the citizenry informed of the state of governance, which mostly
puts it at odds with the establishment. A media that is meant to expose the lapses in government
and in public life cannot obviously be regulated by government - it would lack credibility. It
is a fundamental paradigm of freedom of speech that media must be free from governmental
control in the matter of “content” - censorship and free speech are sworn enemies. It therefore
falls upon the journalist profession to evolve institutional checks and safeguards, specific to
the electronic media, that can define the path that would conform to the highest standards of
rectitude and journalistic ethics and guide the media in the discharge of its solemn constitutional
duty.

There are models of self governance evolved in other countries who have seen an evolution
of the electronic media including the news media much before it developed in India. The
remarkable feature of all these models is self governance, and a monitoring by a “jury of its
peers”.

There are undoubtedly limitations in any model of self governance in which compliance is
entirely voluntary. However this does not suggest that such models are ineffective. Their
efficacy flows from the fact that the basic strength of a news channel lies in its credibility, from
which flows its ability to influence public opinion. A censure emanating from a jury of its peers
would indisputably affect the credibility of a channel. Besides, such a process is not without
its legal ramifications. One of the important defenses to civil and criminal actions (based on
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defamation) is “fair comment” and bona fide attempts to unravel the truth. The difference
between inaccuracy and falsehood lies many a time in the motive. A channel acting in breach
of established guidelines could hardly defend its motives or suggest that it was acting fairly, if
it is censured by a jury of its peers.

The interference by the government, however well intentioned, would imperil not just this
method of independent journalism, but the very process of investigation itself. It therefore has
become imperative that the news channels lay down guidelines, procedural safeguards and
establish a body that would act as a watchdog and a grievance redressal forum.

Section - 1
Fundamental Principles

Professional electronic journalists should accept and understand that they operate as trustees of
public and should, therefore, make it their mission to seek the truth and to report it fairly with
integrity and independence. Professional journalists should stand fully accountable for their
actions.

The purpose of this Code is to document the broad paradigms accepted by the members of the
News Broadcasters Association (NBA) as practice and procedures that would help journalists
of electronic media to adhere to the highest possible standards of public service and integrity.

News channels recognize that they have a special responsibility in the matter of adhering to
high standards of journalism since they have the most potent influence on public opinion.
The broad principles on which the news channels should function are, therefore, as stated
hereinafter.

Broadcasters shall, in particular, ensure that they do not select news for the purpose of either
promoting or hindering either side of any controversial public issue. News shall not be selected
or designed to promote any particular belief, opinion or desires of any interest group.

The fundamental purpose of dissemination of news in a democracy is to educate and inform the
people of the happenings in the country, so that the people of the country understand significant
events and form their own conclusions.

Broadcasters shall ensure a full and fair presentation of news as the same is the fundamental
responsibility of each news channel. Realizing the importance of presenting all points of
view in a democracy, the broadcasters should, therefore, take responsibility in ensuring that
controversial subjects are fairly presented, with time being allotted fairly to each point of view.
Besides, the selection of items of news shall also be governed by public interest and importance
based on the significance of these items of news in a democracy.

Section - 2
Principles of Self Regulation

The News Broadcasters Association(NBA) have established commonly accepted content guidelines
as a way of practicing self regulation. The purpose is to define editorial principles which are
consistent with the tenets of the freedom of speech articulated in the constitution of India; the
regulatory framework; common sensibilities of television viewers.
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The purpose of these principles of self regulation is to serve as an affirmative declaration of
understanding of, and compliance with, the basic values and objectives that news channels
enshrine. It is to ensure that these principles are observed in spirit, and not just in the letter.

The purpose of putting together the principles of self regulation is to avoid compromising the
genre of television news by broadcasting content that is malicious, biased, regressive, knowingly
inaccurate, hurtful, misleading, or aimed at willfully concealing a conflict of interest.

The purpose of these principles of self regulation is to empower the profession of television
Journalism by an abiding set of values, which will stand the test of time, and ensure that balanced
and comprehensive journalism flourishes, to strengthen India’s democracy.

Detailed below are some of the areas where the broadcasters seek to self regulate.

1. Impartiality and objectivity in reporting:

Accuracy is at the heart of the news television business. Viewers of 24 hour news channels expect
speed, but it is the responsibility of TV news channels to keep accuracy, and balance, as precedence
over speed. If despite this there are errors, channels should be transparent about them. Errors
must be corrected promptly and clearly, whether in the use of pictures, a news report, a caption,
a graphic or a script. Channels should also strive not to broadcast anything which is obviously
defamatory or libelous. Truth will be a defense in all cases where a larger public interest is
involved, and in even these cases, equal opportunities will be provided for individuals involved
to present their point of view. This also applies in cases where television channels report on those
holding public office, though by virtue of doing so, no person can claim immunity from scrutiny
from or criticism by news channels.

2. Ensuring neutrality:

TV News channels must provide for neutrality by offering equality for all affected parties, players
and actors in any dispute or conflict to present their point of view. Though neutrality does not
always come down to giving equal space to all sides (news channels shall strive to give main view
points of the main parties) news channels must strive to ensure that allegations are not portrayed as
fact and charges are not conveyed as an act of guilt.

3. Reporting on crime and safeguards to ensure crime and violence are not glorified:

Television news has greater reach, and more immediate impact than other forms of media, and
this makes it all the more necessary that channels exercise restraint to ensure that any report or
visuals broadcast do not induce, glorify, incite, or positively depict violence and its perpetrators,
regardless of ideology or context. Specific care must be taken not to broadcast visuals that can be
prejudicial or inflammatory. Equally, in the reporting of violence (whether collective or individual)
the act of violence must not be glamorized, because it may have a misleading or desensitizing
impact on viewers. News channels will ensure that such reconstructions will not cross boundaries
of good taste and sensibility. This includes taking adequate precaution while showing any visual
instance of pain, fear or suffering, and visuals or details of methods of suicide and self harm of any
kind and will not cross boundaries of good taste and decency.

4. Depiction of violence or intimidation against women and children:

As an elaboration of Point 3, news channels will ensure that no woman or juvenile, who is a victim
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of sexual violence, aggression, trauma, or has been a witness to the same is shown on television
without due effort taken to conceal the identity. In reporting all cases of sexual assault, or instances
where the personal character or privacy of women are concerned, their names, pictures and other
details will not be broadcast/divulged. Similarly, the identity of victims of child abuse and juvenile
delinquents will not be revealed, and their pictures will be morphed to conceal their identity.

5. Sex and nudity:

News channels will ensure that they do not show, without morphing, nudity of the male or female
form. Channels will also not show explicit images of sexual activity or sexual perversions or acts
of sexual violence like rape or molestation, or show pornography, or the use of sexually suggestive
language. (As a qualifier however, channels are not expected to be moralistic or prudish, and this
self regulation is aimed not at moral policing, but rather at ensuring that overtly regressive and
explicit acts and visuals do not slip into broadcasts).

6. Privacy:

As a rule channels must not intrude on private lives, or personal affairs of individuals, unless there
is a clearly established larger and identifiable public interest for such a broadcast. The underlying
principle that news channels abide by is that the intrusion of the private spaces, records, transcripts,
telephone conversations and any other material will not be for salacious interest, but only when
warranted in the public interest. However, it is also understood that the pursuit of the truth and the
news is not possible through the predetermined principle of prior permission; hence door stepping
individuals or authorities for the purpose of newsgathering may be used only in the larger purpose
of public interest.. Further, in the case of minors, in any broadcast that intrudes on their privacy,
the channel should attempt, where possible, to seek the consent of the parent or legal guardian.
However, the defense of the premise of privacy cannot be misconstrued as the denial of access,
and this applies to all individuals, including those in the public eye and public personalities. It does
however apply in its entirety, as per the provisions mentioned above, to their children and kin who
are minors.

7. Endangering national security:

In the use of any terminology or maps, that represent India and Indian strategic interests, all news
channels will use specific terminology and maps mandated by law and Indian government rules. (The
depiction of the map of the territory of India will reflect official guidelines, as detailed in official
literature). News channels will also refrain from allowing broadcasts that encourage secessionist
groups and interests, or reveal information that endangers lives and national security. However,
it is in the public interest to broadcast instances of breach of national security and loopholes in
national security and reporting these cannot be confused with endangering national security.

8. Refraining from advocating or encouraging superstition and occultism :

News channels will not broadcast any material that glorifies superstition and occultism in any
manner. In broadcasting any news about such genre, news channels will also issue public
disclaimers to ensure that viewers are not misled into believing or emulating such beliefs and
activity. Therefore news channels will not broadcast “as fact” myths about “supernatural” acts,
apparitions and ghosts, personal or social deviations or deviant behaviour, and recreations of
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the same. Wherever references are made to such cases, news channels will issue on air riders/
disclaimers/warnings to ensure that such beliefs or events are not passed off “as fact” since they
can hurt rational sensibilities.

9. Sting operations:

As a guiding principle, sting and under cover operations should be a last resort of news channels
in an attempt to give the viewer comprehensive coverage of any news story. News channels
will not allow sex and sleaze as a means to carry out sting operations, the use of narcotics and
psychotropic substances or any act of violence, intimidation, or discrimination as a justifiable
means in the recording of any sting operation. Sting operations, will also abide by the principles
of self regulation mentioned above, and news channels will ensure that they will be guided, as
mentioned above, by an identifiable larger public interest. News channels will as a ground rule,
ensure that sting operations are carried out only as a tool for getting conclusive evidence of wrong
doing or criminality, and that there is no deliberate alteration of visuals, or editing, or interposing
done with the raw footage in a way that it also alters or misrepresents the truth or presents only a
portion of the truth.

10. Corrigendum:

All news channels will keeping with the principle of due accuracy and impartiality, ensure that
significant mistakes made in the course of any broadcast is acknowledged and corrected on air
immediately. Corrections should also be scheduled in such a way that they attract enough viewer
attention and are not concealed. This, like the other principles, must be observed in spirit, and
not just in letter, to avoid any compromise to the reputation of the news broadcasting industry in
India.

Viewer feedback

All News Channels will on their website, create provision to receive consumer feedback. Further
any specific viewer complaints will be responded to. In the event any news channel gets a specific
complaint if found to be true it will admit to the same on air and will respond in fullness and fairness
to the viewer. In the event, a viewer/body perceives prejudice by any specific report carried by the
News channel, it will respond in fullness and without impartiality to the viewer.

1.4.2008
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I ubfr Bfgrk vkj ilkj.k ekud 11

1"BHkfe

1-

Hkjrh; Bfo/kku Bfuf*pr djrk g fd n'k di BHh ukxfjdk dk viHk0; fOr dh ijh Lor=rk ikir
gk vkj mPpre U;k;ky; Hh bl ckr dk 1k [k;ky jLkrk g fd ukxfjd bl vfkdkj dk Befpr
bLreky dj IdA BokPp Usk;ky; u doy bl ckr dk /;ku j[krk g fd 1:0 dh Lor=rk Hk
cuh jg] cfvyd ;g Hh Bfuf*pr djrk g fd ukxfjdk dk mul: €M IHh ekeyk b ;Fkfpr
voxr djk;k €k,A

fdlh Hh ykdr= dh 1Qyrk dk vi/ikj ;oh g fd ble “kfey IH0 IxBu vkj fudk;
Jkeunfrd Lt &turk d ifr oQknkj vkj tokeng cuA ;g 1jh rjg Li'V g fd ykdr= dk
vk/ky cydjkj jLku vkj mbi Qyu Qyu dk volj nu di fy, ;9 cgn t:zjh g fd iR;d
ukxfjd viu fny e Lor=rk dh Hkouk eghill dj vk n'k e tk Hh fu;e dkuu cuk, X,
g] mud: fdlh Hh 1dkj d mYy?u dk ukdke dju d fy, og 1jh rjg tkx-d Hh jgA egt
IRrk iyV tlh %Vukvk dh otg It gh ykdr= detkj gkdj vjktdrk e cny tkrk g]
cfyd bld 1N cgr cMh otg xgjkb rd €M tek pdk H"'Vkpkj vkj vi/kdkjk dk n#i;kx
Hh gkrk gA ykdr= ei gh 0;kir [krjk dk mtkxj djuk bl le; Dekpkj ek/;e [kl rkj ij
byDVkfud Bekpkj ek/;e ;kuh byDVkfud ehfM;k dh Bcli vge Hdfedkvk e “kekj gkrk €k
Jok gA byDVkfud ehfM;k dh 1gp vkj iHko ykdr= dk mu ykxk di fy, thor okLrfodrk
cuku e 1jh rjg ke g] €k fup{kj gku d dkj.k ;k fdIh vU; dkj.k B fiv ek/;e sk ehfM;k
dk bLreky ugh dj IdrA bl L mu ykxk e *kBu dh 1f@;k dk fgLBk cuu dh Hkkouk Hkh
ink gkrh gA

Hkjr nfuzk dk Bcli cMk ykdr= g vkj vkj foftklu /ke] tkfr;k vkj Hk'kvk dh otg I
bidh ,d vyx igpku gA bruh vi/kd fofo/krk gkur di dkj.k n*k ei dN ,ilh BeL;k,: Hkh 0;kIr
g] tk doy ;gh 1j gA yfdu bld BkFk gh gekji nk d ykdr= e dN ,iIh fok'krk, Hah
ektn g] tk thor ykdr= oky vU; n'kk I ey [kr g vkj bue: I ,d g izl dh vktknhA
gkykfd vktknh nui d BkFk gh bu ykdr=k e 1l dh vktknh dk bryu cuk, j[ku d fy,
fuxjkuh dk tko/kku Hh fd;k x;k g] rkfd il di Hhrj feeenkgh dk vglkl vk, vkj og bl
vktknh dk xyr bLreky u djA yfdu ble: ;g Hh /;ku J[k x5k g fd 1l dh 1=dkfjrk
Lc/kh vkeknh fd Bh Hh gkyr e [krj e u gh iMur ik,A

ehfM;k dk ;g nkf;Ro g fd og ykxk dk "kkBu dh fLFkfr I' VvPNh rjg voxr djk, vkj
vDIj ehfM;k Bjdkj ;k 0;oLFkk o flkykQ gh ckyrk gA , Bk ek/;e tk 1jdkj vkj Bkotfud
thou e ektn [kfe;k dk mtkxj dju di fy, gh cuk;k x;k g] mb 1) Bjdkj dh vkj L
fu;=.k rk ykfteh rkj 1j ugh gk Bdrk vU;Fkk mBdh Bk[k vkj fo*oluh;rk ij Boky [kMk
gk tk,xkA viHk); fDr dh Lor=rk dk ;g ekfyd fl)kr g fd dV\V ;kuh fo'k; oLr di ekey:
ei effM;k dk Bjdkjh fu;=.k I 1jh rjg eDr gkuk pkfg, D;kfd BLiljf*ki ;kuh fu;=.k vkj
Lor= vitk);fDr ,d nlj di tletkr neu gA i e [kl rkj 1j byDVkfud ehfM;k d fy,
fuxjkuh di ELFkxr rjhd vkj Bko/kkfu;k btkn dju dk feEek 1jh rjg I i=dkfjrk d i"k
dk gh gA ;i rjd b ghu pkfg,] feuli og jkirk ifjHkf'kr gk Bd] fel ij pydj I;e
vkj 1=dkjh; uhfr;k d mPpre ekudk dh jpuk gk Id vkj viu ifo= Lo/kfud dr0; dk
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fuokg dju e tk enfM;k dk ekxn®ku dj 1dA

Hkjr e: enfM;k dk fodkl gku B dkQh 1gy: db vU; n"kk ei Bekpkj ehfM;k vkj byDVkfud
effM;k dk fodkl gk pdk Fkk( mu n"kk e Lot "kklu di db’ ekMy ektn gA bu BHh ekMyk dh
th vuBh fo'kkrk g] og viu gh chp d ykxk ;kuh i=dkfjrk d dk;{k= I gh €M 0;fDr;k
dh fu.ki;d eMyh d €fj;i fuxjkuh vkj Lo “kklu gA

Lot “kkBu dk Bk dkb Hh ekMy] tk [kn ij fu;=.k jku d fy, ri;k fd;k tkrk g] mle
Lokhkkfod rkj ij dN dfe;k vkj [kfe;k gkrh gh g D;kfd bl ekMy dk ikyu djuk wjh
rjg LoPNk 1j fuHj djrk gA yfdu bldk ;g eryc drb ugh le>k tkuk pkfg, fd bl
rjg d ekMyk dk vlj ugh gkrk ;k o dkjxj Bkfcr ugh gkrA mudk vIj ;k mudk iHko
bih rF; b vikrk g] ftld erkfcd fdlh Hh Bekpkj puy dh cfu;knh rkdr mBdh mB Bk[k
;k foolluh; rk e fufgr gkrh g] tgk I tu ekul dk iHkfor dju dh midh {kerk vkrh gA
bihd dk;{k= I €M ykxk dh fu.ki;d eMyh vxj bl 1j fu;=.k djrh g] rk fdIh Hh puy
dh foroluh;rk ij fuf"pr -1 I vlj iMxkA bld vykok bl 1@k d Ikk AN dkuuh
tko/kku Hh €M: gku ykfteh gA ekugkfu di ekeyk e ukxfyd vkj vkijkikd ;kuh QkEnkgh
dkjokb' I cpu d fy, ,d cgn egroi.k rF; ;g g fd ER; dk Rkeu yku d fu"i{k 15kl
d rgr ;g dke fd;k x;k vkj ;g fVii.kh 1gh rjg b i{kikr jfgr gA IR; ugh gku vkj
>Bk gku ei th virj g] og dbl ckj vkid mnn*; e gh fufgr gkrk gA fu/kkfjr vkj 1pfyr
fn"kfuni*ke dk mYy%u dju ;k mud: f[kykQ dke dju okyk puy viu mnn"; dh j{k d
fy, cef*dy dkb rd n Idrk g ;k "k;n gh og ;g dg Idrk g fd midk dke fu"i{k Fk]
c'kri mih di dk;{k= 1 €M ykxk dh dkb fu.kk;d eMyh mI 1j fuxjkuh dj jgh gkA

;fn effM;k d fdlh Hh dkedkt e 1jdkj tkuc>dj vkj fdlh mnn®; d rgr gLr{i
djrh g] rk mb L Lor= i=dkfyrk dh bl i.kkyh dk gh neu ugh gkxk cfyd [kitchu ;k tkp
iMrky dh ijh ifd;k cekuh gk tk,xhA blfy, ;g vifjgk; gk tkrk g fd lekpkj puy
i kfuni*k ri;kj dj] 1f@;kxr Bko/kkfusk ;k Brdrk r; dji vkj ,d ,Ih BLFkk ;k EIxBu
xfBr dj] €k fuxjkuh dju oky: fudk; d rkj 1j dke dj vkj fkdk;rk dk fuokj.k dju
okyk ep Hkh gkA

[kM 1
ekfyd ;k cfu;knh fl)kr

byDVikfud ehfM;k I €M i"koj i=dkjk dk ;g Lohdkj djuk pkfg, vkj le>uk pkfg, fd
o turk d fookl di ig#, ;kuh igjnkj g vkj blnfy, mlg IR; dh [kt dju vkj ml
L.k -1 e 1gh vkeknh o BkFk vij fu"idkrk di BkFk ykxk di Tkeu 1%k djuk pkfg,A 1"koj
i=dkjk dk viu }jk fd, x, dkek d Bc/k e 1jh rjg tokeng Hh gkuk pkfg,A

bl bfgrk dk mnn*; il 0;kid ¥pyuk dk nLrkot dh "Dy nuh g] ftlg U;t ckMdkLVE
, L, ku Y,uch,h o BHkh InL; 1pyu vk 1fd;k d -i e Londkj djr gA bl
byDVkfud ehfM;k di 1=dkjk dk tu Bok vkj ,d:-irk d mPpre BHo ekudk dk viuku
Vvk] mu 1j pyu e enn feyxhA

lekpkj puy ;g ekur g fd 1=dkfjrk d mPp ekudk d BkFk €M jogu d ekeyk e mud:
Aij [k fdLe dh ftfenkjh g D;kfd tuer dk Iclh T;knk itkfor dju dh rkdr Hh mud
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gh 1kl gA ekVi rkj 1j lekpkj puyk dk feu fh)krk 1j pyuk pkfg,] mudk mYyi[k ;gk ij
fd;k x;k gA

4 [KD rkj ij ulkj.kdrkvk dk ;g ijh rjg Ifuf'pr djuk pkfg, fd o fdlh Hh fookfnr
lkotfud ekey: e nkuk e I fdlh i{k dk udlku ;k Qk;nk igpku dh nf'V L Bkekpkj
dk puko ugh djuk pkig,A Bekpkj Bkexh dk p;u vFkok mudh jpuk fd Bh Hh fo®k'k WKLFkk]
fopkj vFkok fd Ih ox fo"k" dh bPNk igh dju ;k mli c<kok nu d fy, ugh gkuk pkfg,A

5 ykdr= e [kcjk d ilkj.k dk cfu;knh mnn®; g] ykxk dk f*kf{kr djuk vkj mUg: ;g crkuk
fd n"k e D;k gk jgk g rkfd n*k dh turk egRoi.k &Vukvk dk Hkyh Hkfr Be> Id vkj
mud ckji e viu erkfcd fu'd'k fudky IdA

6- DH0 ubkj.kdrkvk dk ;g Bfuf*pr djuk pkfg, fd fdlh Hh Bekpkj dk Bk vkj fu"i{k
1 bIilrr fd;k &, D;kfd 1R;d lekpkj puy dh cfu;knh feEenkjh ,d €1h gh gkrh
gA ykdr= e IHh 1dkj di nf'vdk.kk dk iLrr dju dh vgfe;r dk eghll djri g, ulkj.
kdrkvk dk ;g Bfuf'pr dju dh ftEenkjh viu Aij yuh pkfg, fd fookinr fo'k;k dk fcuk
fdlh i{kikr d 1%k fd;k tk,xk vkj mle iR;d nf'vdk.k d fy, 1;kr le; fn;k t,A
bld vykok Bekpkj Bkexh di p;u d Be; Hh tufgr dk Bcl Aij jIk €, vkj fdlh Hh
ykdr= e mu lekpkj Bkefx;k di egRo d vk/kkj ij mlg puk tk,A

[kM 2
ViRe fu;=.k dk fl)kr

[kn 1 fu;=.k j[ku d fy, U;€ ckMdkLVE , BkfD, "ku %,uch,% u B>k =1 I Lohdky fd, X,
Lkexn be/kh fn*kfuni®k rizkj fd, gA bldk mnn®; Likndh; fl)krk dk ifjHkf'kr djuk g] tk
Hkjr o Bfo/kku el mfYyf[kr vif0;fOr dh Lor=rk d fl)kr vkj rRok b 1jh rjg ey [kr gA
bld vykok bu fn*kfunikk e fu;ked <kpk ri;kj fd;k x;k g] thk Viyhfotu n*kdk dh Hkkoukwvk
dk /;ku e j[kdj cuk;k x5k gA

ViRe fu;=.k d fy, cuk, x, bu fn"k funi"kk dk mnn*; mu cfu;knh eY;k vkj y{;k dk
le>ri g, mudh mn2kk.kk djuk vkj mudk Hkyh Hkfr ikyu djuk g] felg: Bekpkj puy vixhdgkj
djr gA budk mnn*; ;g Ifuf*pr djuk g fd ;i fH)kr dk; ei Hkh fn[kb ni egt "iCnk ei gh
ughA

viRe fu;=.k d IHh fl)krk dk ,d BkFk j[ku dk mnn®; ©Rkfjr gku okyh fdIh Hh ,:Bh Bkexh
d ek/;e I Viyhfotu Dekpkj dh “kfprk di BkFk Be>krk gkur B jkduk g] tk fd i{kikr 1.K]
foijhrxkeh] thuc>dj xyr] udlku igpku okyh vkj Hked g rFkk fgrk di Vdjko dk Niku d
fy; thuc> dj ulkfjr dh €k jgh gA

VviRe fu;=.k d bu fI)krk dk mnn®; Viytfotu i=dkfjrk d 1"k dk etcr djuk vkj mid
fy, eY;k dh ,0h Dfgrk ri;kj djuk g] tk yc be; rd dk;e jgxh vkj ;g Hfuf*pr djxh fd
Hkjr d ykdr= dk etcr dju d fy, brfyr vkj lex i=dkfjrk Qyrh Qyrh jgA

up il dN {k=k di ckji ei foLrky B crk;k x;k g] tgk nlkj.kdrkvk dk viRe fu;=.k dn Icli
T;knk €z jr iMrh gA
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1 fjukfVvix a{kikr jfgr gk vkj mle: oLrfu'Brk gkt

lekpkj puyk di dke e: Icli egRoi.k igy BPpkb ,o IVhdrk g vFkr o tk dN fn[kk, og
1jh rjg Ip gkA 24 %V di Dekpky puy nfku oky: n*kd jfirkj ;kuh QVkQV [kej: 1"k gku dh
vi{k djr g] yfdu jfrkj L Hh T;knk Bvhdrk vkj Diryu cuk, jlkuk vkj mug: QVKkQV [kcjk
I T;knk rjthg nuk Viyhfotu Bekpky puyk dh feEEenkjh gkrh gA bld ckotn ;fn muli xyrh
gkrh g] rk puyk dk mu xyfr;k d ckji e 1jh rjg ikgnf*krk cjruh pkfg,A xyfr;k dk rjr
vkj Li"V -1 I Dgh djuk pkig,] pkg og xyrh fp=k di bLreky e gb g] fdlh Bekpkj fjikV.
e gh g] di'ku ei gh g ;k xfQd ei ghl g ;k fQJ fLAIV e gh xyrh gk xb gA puyk dk ;g
Ifuf*pr djuk pkig, fd ,Ih fdIh Hh Bkexh dk 10kj.k u gk &k,] & Li"V rkj 1j ekugkfu
dju okyh vFkok fdlIh rjg d edne dk dkj.k cuu okyh gkA il BHh idkj di ekeyk e IR;
gh fgQktr dk ek/;e cuxk tgk 0;kid tu fgr tMk gvk gkrk g vkj mu ekeyk e Hh BHn
Lef/kr i{kk dk viu fopkj vkj nf'vdk.k jLku dk ijk vkj Beku ekdk fn;k €k, xkA ;g fl)kr
mu ekeyk ei Hh ykx gkxk] tgk Viyhfotu puy mu ykxk d ckj e dkb Bekpkj ulkfjr djr
g] tk fdlh Dkotfud in ij vklhu g] gkykfd egt Bkotfud in ij gku dk rd ndj gh dkb
0;fDr lekpkj puyk dh tkp IMrkky] [ketchu sk vkykpuk B cjh ugh gk IdrkA

2 fu'ifkrk 1fuf*pr dh t,

fdlh idkj d fookn vFkok >xM: vkfn e BHh iHkfor k] flkykiM;k vkj vitkurkvk dk mud
fopkj vkj nf'vdk.k iLrr dju dk leku volj ndj Viyhfotu lekpkj puyk dk ijh rjg
fu"i{krk cjruh pkfg,A gkykfd fu"i{krk dk eryc gekk BHn i{kk dk cjkcj dk volj nuk ugh
gkrk Ylekpkj puyk dk e[; i{kk d e[; fopkjk vkj nf'vdk.kk dk iLrr dju dk ikl rk
djuk gh pkfg,Ah Bekpkj puyk dk ;g Dfuf*pr djuk pkfg, fd fdIh Hkh iidkj di vkjki dk IR;
d zi e ik ugh fd;k tkuk pkfg, vkj bBh idkj vkjkik dk dih vijk/k dh “kDy ndj ini ij
ugh mrkjuk pkfg,A

3 vijkk d ckji e fjikfvix djri be; vkj vijkk vk fglk Hfuf*pr dju
okyh xfrfof/k;k d ckj e crkri le; mudk efgekeMu u fd;k &k,

Viyifotu lekpkj puyk dh 1gp cgr T;knk gkrh g vkj ehfM;k d vU; ik d edkcy: midk
vij Hh cgr rit vkj rjr gkrk g vkj ;i nkuk igy bl ckr dh €2 jr vkj c<k nr g fd puyk
dk ;g Ifuf*pr dju d fy, lefpr L;e cjruk pkig, fd fdlh Hh 1dkj d Bekpkj vFkok n*®;
plkj.k L fglk dk c<kok u fey] midk efgekeMu u gk] og HMd u tk, ;k mIi FdkjkRed utfj;:
I u nfkk t,A ,i0k gh fglk dju okyk di BkFk Hh gkuk pkfg, pkg o fdlh Hh fopkj/kkjk di gk
vkj mudk EnHC AN Hh gkA il n®;k dk iBkj.k ugh gkuk Bfuf*pr djuk pkfg, vkj mid fy,
fok'k Nko/kkuh Hkh cjruh pkfg,] tk fdIh di ckji e ioxg cukr: gk ;k HMKA gkA blh Tidkj fglk
Ipkg og Mkefgd gk ;k 0;fDrxrk dh fjikfVix djri Be; bl ckr dk /;ku j[kuk pkfg, fd fgilk
dk fdIh Hh 1dkj 1 efgekeMu u gk &k, D;kfd bB L n*kdk ij Hked ;k Bonughu dj nu okyk
itko iM Idrk gA Bekpkj puy ;g Bfuf*pr djx fd bu AVukvk dk ukvdh; :-ikrj.k djr
le; fdIh Hkh rjg tu fgr vkj DLonu'khyrk dh Bhekvk dk mYy%u u gku ik,A blei ThMK] Hk;
bR;kfn di n®; fn[kr Be; 1;Kir Bko/kuh cjru dk iko/kku Hih “kkfey gkuk pkfg,A bld vykok
ViRegR;k vFkok [kn dk udlku igpku dh fdBh Ho &AVuk ;k rjhdi di CiKj nue sk n®; fnfkku
I cpuk pkfg, vkj ble: Hh “kkyhurk dh Bhek,: fdlh Hh gkyr e ugh yk?h tkuh pkfg,A
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4 efgykvk vkj cPpk d flkykQ fglk vkj Hk;Har fd, tku dk fp=.k }

foni 3 dh 0;k[;k df rkj ij] Nekpkj puy ;g Hfuf*pr djx fd dkb Hh efgyk vFkok cPpk] tk
;ku fg k] irkMukl Ine dk f'kdkj gwvk gk vFkok bl idkj dh fdlh Hh xfrfof/k dk xokg cuk
gkl midk ifjp; fNiku dk lefpr ikl fd, fcuk Viyhfotu ij u fn[k;k €k,A ;ku fglk d
IHh ekeyk vFkok ,i1i ekey] &k fdlh efgyk di 0;fDrxr pfj= vFkok futrk I bicf/kr gkr g
mue: efgykvk di uke] mud: fp= vkj vU; C;KJ vkj tkudkjh dk 1 Bkfjr vFkok 1pkfjr ugh fd;k
th,xkA bIh idkj cky "W'k.k vkj cky viji/k d ekey e iffMrk di ifjp; dk Hh [kykBk ugh
fd;k €k, xk vkj mudk ifjp; fNiku d fy, mud fp=k dk fNikr g, UBkfjr fd;k €k, xk vFkok
mudh ekfQx dj nh €k, xhA

5 ID1 ,o0 uXurk §

lekpkj puy ;g Ifuf'pr djx fd o i#'% vFkok efgyk dh uXurk dk ekfQx di cxj fdlh Hi
21 e inf'kr vFkok 1Bkfjr ugh djixA puy ;ku fd;kdykik vFkok ;ku fodkj vFkok cykRdkj ;k
NMNkM €1 ;ku fglk d dR;k d fp= vkfn Hh inf*kr ugh djix vkj u gh uXurk vFkok TkukxkQh
VFkok ;ku Bdir dju okyh Hk'kk o bLreky dk inf'kr ,o nlkfjr djxA lgkykfd puyk I ;g
vifkk dikh ugh dh tkrh g fd o ufrdrkoknh vFkok fou; 1.k vkpj.k oky: cu: vkj bl viRe fu;=.k
dk mnn"; ufrdrk dh Bdnkjh djuk ugh g] cfyd bldk mnn*; ;g lfuf*pr djuk g fd cgn
vkifirtud vkj [kntud Bkexh vkj n®; fdih Hh idkj I DBkfjr ugh gku ik, A%

6 futrk §

,d fu;e d rij 1j puy fdlh Ho Djr e fdlh 0;fDr d futh thou vFkok 0;fDrxr ekeyk
e n[ky ugh n Idr] tc rd fd bl idkj d ulkj.k e 0;kid vkj Li"V Rkotfud fgr gku
dh ckr BkQ rkj i irk ugh yx tkrh gA bl bc/k e fel fI)kr dk ikyu Bekpkj puyk dk
djuk gkrk g] mld erkicd fdlh futh LFku] nLrkot] fyf[kr Bkexh] ViyhQku ij ghb! ckrphr
vk fdiIh vU; 1dkj dh Bkexh viu fgr d fy, bLreky ugh dh €k BdrhA mBdk bLreky
rikh fd;k tk Idrk g] tc og tu fgr e gkA gkykfd bl ckr dk vPNh rjg It Be>k thkrk ¢
fd igy I vuefr yu d fl)kr dk ikyu dju 1j ER;rkijd Bekpkj fn[kkuk BHko ugh gkri]
bify, %j rd tku oky: 0;fDr;k vFkok vf/kdkfj;k dk bLreky Bekpkj Bdyu di fy, fd;k &k
Idrk g] yfdu mlei Hh 0;kid tu fgr dk igy "kfey gkuk pkfg,A bld vykok vo;Ldk ;kuh
ukckfyxk d ekey: e /i fdlh Hh ©hkj.k 1 igy] ftle mudh futrk dk guu gkrk gk] puyk
dk ;FkBHo ukckfyxk d ekrk&firk vFkok LFkkuh; viHkikkod dh vuefr ikir djuh pkfg,A yfdu
futrk dh j{krk d i1gy dk o'k dh vuefr ugh fn, tku dk vi/kdkj ugh Te> yuk pkfg, vkj
;0 ckr Tkotfud utj e jgu oky 0;f0r;k vkj Bkotfud 0;fDrRok Ber BH0 0;0r;k 1J ykx
gkrh gA Aij fn, x, iko/kuk dk ikyu djri g, ;g ckr mu I 0;fr;k di ukckfyx cPpk vkj
bef/kk 1) Hh ykx ghrh gA

7 jkvh; Bk dk [krjk b

L0 fd Bh Hd “icnkoyh vKj ekufp=k] ftue: Hkjr vkj Hkjr di Bkefjd fgrk dk fp=.k fd;k x;k gk]
dk bLreky djri Be; BIH0 Dekpkj puy fof/k vkj Hkjr 1jdkj di dkuuk d erkfcd etjh ikir
fof*k"V “kinkoyh vkj ekufp=k dk gh bLreky djxA Hkjr d {k= dk ekufp= fn[kr le; mle:
mu vkfi/kdkfjd fn*kkfuni®kk dk ikyu fd;k tk,xk] thk Bjdkjh nLrkotk e fn, x, gAl Dekpkj
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puy bl 1dkj d fdIh pbkj.k dh Hkh vuefr ugh nix fel b vyxkooknh BixBu vkj mid fgrk
dk c<kok feyrk gk vFkok ,/Ih Bpuk dk [kyklBk gk tkrk gk] f€lI L tu thou vkj Jk'Vh; Bj{k
dk [krjk gk €k, A yfdu jk'vh; Dj{kk d mYy?u dh &AVukvk vk jk'vh; Bj{kk e eken [kkfe ;k
dk ilkj.k djuk tu fgr e g vkj bud: ckj e Bekpkj fn[kku dk jk'Vh; Bj{kk §J [krjk vk tkuk
ugh Be>k tkuk pkfg,A

8 wv/kfo okl vkj xkiuh; Biank;k dk c<kok nu ;k mudh odkyr dju I cpk
Tk, b

lekpkj puy ,:Ih fdlh Hh Bkexh dk nlkj.k ugh djx] fel b v/kfo okl vFkok fdBh xkiuh;
Link; dk fdIh Hh -1 el efgekeMu fd;k tkrk gkA bl 1dkj d fdBh Hh ox di ckji ei Bekpkj
dk ilkj.k djr Ie; Bekpkj puyk dk Tkotfud Bpuk ifMIDyejh Hh kjh djuk gkxk] fel L
;0 Ifuf*pr gk Id fd n"kd bl 1dkj d fookBk vFkok xfrfof/k;k ei fo"okl ugh djx Vkj
mudh udy Hh ugh djxA bify, Bekpkj puy fdlIh Hh bvykfdd xfriof/kb] Hr vkj viRek]
0;f0rxr vFkok Bkekftd iFkk vFkok Bekt 1 gvdj 0;ogk] di ckj ei feF;k /kkj.kkvk dk prF;p d
=1 e ubkfjr ugh djx vkj u gh mudk ukvdh; - ikrj.k djixA tgk Hh L1 ekeyk dk f€@ fd sk
th,xk Dekpkj puy ,;jJ jkoMj@iMIDyej@prkouh fn[kkdj ;g Bfuf*pr djx fd bl idkj
dh vkLFkkvik vkj kVukvk dk n*kd prF;p u Be> yi D;kfd ;i fdlh 0;fDr dh rkifdd lonukvk
dk pkv igpk Idrh gA

9 fLVX VKij"ku ¥

funi*kd fl)kr d rkj 1j fLVix vkj N1 g, viik;ku vFok vkij ku fdIh Bekpkj dFkk di ckj
e n'kdk dk lex tkudkjh nu d fy, fdlh Dekpkj puy dh vkj b vire rjhdk gku pkfg,A
lekpkj puy fLVX vkijku dju di fy, fdIh Hh Bjr ei IDD vkj xn rjhdk dk Bgkjk ugh yix
vkj fdIh Hh fLViX vkij'ku dh fjdkfiMx d fy, mfpr rjhd di -1 e u®khy: inkrké vkj fu*prd
InkFkk vFkok fgilk] H;Har dju vkj Hkntkko di fd Bh Hkh dk;! dk ugh djixA fLVX vkij'ku igy:
crk, X, viRe fu;=.k d fDDkrk I Hh c/k jgx vkj Bekpkj puy ;g Mfuf'pr djx fd Aij
crk, x, fn*kfuni*kk di erkfcd gh fLViX vkij*ku L1"V vkj 0;kid tufgr e fd, &k, xA Bekpkj
puy ,d cfu;knh fu;e di rkj 1j ;9 Iuf"pr djx fd fLVX vkij*kuk dk bLreky fdIh idkj
d vufpr dk;: vFkok vkijki/kd dR; d L1V 1ek.k gku o fy, ek/;e di rkj 1j gh fd;k €k, xk
vkj ekfyd QVt e fn, x, n*;k e bl 1dkj I thuc>dj dkb Hh Qjcny vFkok biknu vkfn
ugh fd;k tk,xk fel b buei cnyko vk &k, vFkok IR; xyr rjhd bt Bkeu vk, vkj IR; dk
doy ,d fgLlk gh inf*kr gk 1dA

10 Bi"kk/ku %

IHh Bekpkj puy Bvhdrk vkj i{kikr ghurk d fl)krk d erkfcd gh dke djx vkj Bfuf*pr
djix fd fdIh Hh 1dkj di 1Bkj.k e gbl egRoil.k xyrh di ckji el tkudkjh nh &k, vkj mL rjr
gh ulhkj.k d €fj; Boh fd;k €,A Ikk/du bl 1dkj I ilkfjr fd, tku pkfg, fd o n*kdk dk
Kr /;ku vkdf'kr dj Bdi vkl mlg: INTE g, -1 e ugh tBkfjr djuk pkfg,A vU; fl)krk dh
gh rjg bl fI)kr dk Hh bld L.k -1 e n[k thuk pkfg, egt “knk ei ugh rkfd Hkjr e
lekpkj BBkj.k m]kx dh ifr'Bk di Bkrk fdBh Hh rjg dk Be>krk ugh gku 1k, A
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n"kdk dh ifrfd;;k “QMcd |

IH0 Dekpkj puy viuh oclkbV ij miHkkDrkvk vFkok n*kdk dh ifrfd;k ;kuh QiMcd 1kir dju
dk iko/kku Hb djixA bld vykok n*kdk dh fo"k 1dkj dh fdlh Hkh f°kdk; r dk mRrj Hkh fnk
th,xkA ;fn fdlh lekpkj puy dk dkb fo*k'k f'kdk;r feyrh g vkj og ER; Hh ikb tkrh g]
rk og viu ulkj.k d nkjku vFKr ini 1j gh mb Lohdkj djxk vkj n*kd dk Bk -i B vij
fu'i{k rjhd I mbdk tokc Hkh nxkA ;fn dkb n*kd@fudk; fdlh bekpkj puy 1j ilkfjr g,
fdlh fo*k'k Nekpkj B ij"ku gkrk g] rk puy n*kd dk Fi.k i Bovkj feuk fdlh i{kikr d
ml fkdk; r dk tokc nixkA

1.4.2008
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11l News Broadcasting Standards Regulations 111

1 Definitions

For purposes of these Regulations, the following terms shall have the following meanings :

1.1 "Authority" means the News Broadcasting Standards Authority of the News Broadcasters
Association (“NBA") ;

1.2 "Broadcast" means any program, film, feature, news-item, news-report or any other matter that
is transmitted or retransmitted by a broadcaster for viewing, and includes a cartoon, picture,
photograph, ticker or advertisement that is transmitted or retransmitted by a broadcaster ;

1.3 “Broadcaster” means any association of persons or organization or corporate entity, who or
which, owns, manages and/or controls a satellite or cable television channel that comprises
exclusively news and current affairs content or news or current affairs capsules as part of its
programming, and this term shall be deemed to include the editor ;

Provided that an association of persons or organization or corporate entity shall be deemed not
to be a broadcaster for purposes of these Regulations if he or it is not a Member or Associate
Member of the NBA.

1.4 “Code of Conduct” shall mean the Code of Ethics & Broadcasting Standards in relation to
broadcasters and television journalists as framed by the NBA ;

1.5 "Complainant" means a person or association of persons or organization or corporate entity,
who or which, makes a complaint to the Authority regarding a broadcaster in relation to, in
respect of and/or arising from any matter which the Authority has jurisdiction to entertain,
examine and decide under these Regulations;

1.6 "NBA" means the News Broadcasters Association ;

1.7 “News Agency” shall mean any organization whether described as an agency or otherwise,
that collects, collates and/or disseminates news and/or other information on current affairs to
broadcasters.

1.8 “Television Journalist” shall mean and shall include an editor, producer, anchor and/or
any other person by whatever name called who is responsible for approving the content of a
broadcast and shall include a stringer or a casual contributor.

1.9 In these Regulations the use of the word “he”, “him” or “his” wherever appearing shall mean
and include “she” or “her” as the case may be ; and the singular shall be deemed to mean and
include the plural.

2 Composition of the News Broadcasting Standards Authority:

2.1 The Authority shall consist of a Chairperson being an eminent jurist and eight other Members
nominated by the Board of NBA by a majority decision.

2.2 Members of the Authority shall comprise 4(four) eminent editors employed with a broadcaster,
4 (four) persons having special knowledge and/or practical experience in the field of law,
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education, medicine, science, literature, public administration, consumer affairs, environment,
human psychology and/or culture.

Provided that no person being a Member of the Authority shall participate in any adjudication
relating to a dispute in which such person shall have any direct involvement or commercial
interest or in which such Member shall be interested as an agent or representative of any
broadcaster.

3 Term of Office of Chairperson and Members

3.1 The Chairperson and other Members shall hold office for a period of 2 (two) years ;

Provided that the Chairperson shall continue to hold office until the Authority is reconstituted
in accordance with the provisions of the NBA rules or for a period of 6 (six) months whichever
is earlier.

Provided also that where a person nominated as a Member of the Authority has a charge
framed against him in relation to a serious criminal offence or is otherwise found unfit to hold
office as Member of the Authority, the NBA may, by a decision of its Board remove such
person from being Member and thereupon, such Member shall forthwith cease to be a Member
of the Authority.

3.2 A Member nominated in his capacity of an eminent editor employed with a broadcaster shall
cease to be a Member if he ceases to be editor employed with such broadcaster; and the
concerned broadcaster shall have the option of nominating for the remaining period of the
Member’s term an alternate editor to fill the vacancy caused, within 15 days thereof, failing
which the vacancy shall be filled in the manner as prescribed in clause 3.5 below.

3.3 A Member shall be deemed to have vacated his seat if he is, in the opinion of the Chairperson,
absent without sufficient cause, from three consecutive meetings of the Authority.

3.4 The Chairperson may resign his office by giving notice in writing to the NBA, and any other
Member may resign his office by giving notice in writing to the Chairperson, and upon
such resignation being accepted by the NBA or by the Chairperson as the case may be, the
Chairperson or the Member shall be deemed to have vacated his office.

3.5 Any vacancy arising as above or otherwise shall be filled, as soon as may be, by nomination
in the same manner in which the Member vacating office was nominated and the Member so
nominated shall hold office for the remaining period in which the Member in whose place he
is nominated would have held office.

3.6 A Member retiring or whose membership otherwise ceases as above (except by reason of a
warning, admonition, censure, disapproval, sanction and/or fine having been issued against
him by the Authority and/or having been removed by the Authority under these Regulations)
shall be eligible for re-nomination for not more than one additional term.

4 Terms of Service of Chairperson and Members

4.1 The Chairperson shall be paid such honorarium, and other Members shall receive such
allowances and/or fees for attending the meetings of the Authority, as the NBA may in its
General Body Meeting decide from time-to-time.
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5 Meetings of the Authority

5.1 The Authority shall meet at least once in 2 (two) months, at such time/s and place/s in Delhi/
New Delhi as the Chairperson may in writing notify the Members at least 7 (seven) days
before any scheduled meeting ; and shall observe the rules of procedure at the meetings as the
Authority may prescribe ;

5.2 Quorum of such meetings shall be at least 5 (five) members, including the Chairperson and at
least 2 (two) Members from the category of eminent persons and at least 2 (two) Members from
the category of Editors.

5.3 No act or proceeding of the Authority shall be deemed to be invalid by reason merely of the
existence of any vacancy in, or any defect in the constitution of the Authority.

Objects and functions of the Authority

6.1 The objects of the Authority shall include entertaining and deciding complaints against or in
respect of broadcasters in so far as these relate to the content of any broadcast.

6.2 In discharging its functions as aforesaid the Authority shall act consistently with the following
precepts :

6.2.1 Maintaining and improving the standards of broadcast, and maintaining the independence
of broadcasters, television journalists and/or news agencies ;

6.2.2 Ensuring compliance by broadcasters, television journalists and news agencies with the
Code of Conduct and adherence by the said persons to high professional standards;

6.2.3 Ensuring the maintenance of high standards of public taste and fostering a due sense of
both the rights and responsibilities of citizens;

6.2.4 Fostering and encouraging the growth of a sense of responsibility and public service
among all those engaged in and associated with the profession of television journalism
and business of broadcasting ;

6.2.5 Keeping under review and scrutiny any developments likely to or having the tendency
to restrict the gathering, supply and dissemination of news of public interest and
importance;

6.2.6 Such other aspects as may be incidental, consequential, related and/or otherwise
materially concerned with the above precepts.

6.3 The Authority shall perform its functions and exercise the powers vested in it under these
Regulations only in relation to, and upon, the Members and Associate Members of NBA.

7 Powers of Authority

7.1 Where, on receipt of a complaint made to it or otherwise, the Authority has reason to believe
that a broadcaster has violated or offended against the Code of Conduct, the Authority may,
after giving the broadcaster concerned an opportunity of being heard, hold an inquiry in such
manner as is provided by these Regulations and, if it is satisfied that it is necessary so to do,
it may, for reasons to be recorded in writing, warn, admonish, censure, express disapproval
against and/or impose a fine upon the broadcaster and or recommend to the concerned authority
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for suspension/revocation of license of such broadcaster;

Provided that the fine imposed by the Authority shall not exceed Rs. 1,00,000/- (Rupees One
Lac Only) and such fine shall be recovered from the concerned broadcaster;

Provided also that the Authority may not take cognizance of a complaint if, in the opinion of
the Chairperson, there is no sufficient ground for holding an inquiry.

7.2 If the Authority is of the opinion that it is necessary or expedient in the public interest so to do,
it may direct any broadcaster to cause to be published through a press release in such newspaper
or other periodical and/or on such website, information relating to any inquiry conducted
against the broadcaster as the Authority decides including the warning, admonition, censure,
disapproval issued and/or fine imposed and any other particulars relating to the proceedings as
the Authority thinks fit ; and the broadcaster shall comply with directions ;

Provided also that the Authority shall publish a summary of every inquiry conducted by it on
its website and in its Annual Report and newsletter published from time to time ;

Provided that nothing in Regulation shall be deemed to empower the Authority to hold an
inquiry into any matter in respect of which any proceeding is pending in a Court of law or other
Tribunal or Statutory Authority.

7.3 For the purposes of adjudicating upon any complaint or holding any inquiry under these
Regulations, the Authority shall have the power of :

7.3.1 summoning persons and examining them and requiring the production and inspection
of documents;

7.3.2 receiving evidence ;

7.3.3 requisitioning any records or copies thereof from any broadcaster including in
particular the footage (both edited and unedited) of any broadcast ;

Provided that nothing in these Regulations shall be deemed to empower the Authority
to compel any broadcaster to disclose the source of any news or information broadcast
or to be broadcast.

7.4 No suit or other legal proceeding shall lie against the Authority, the Chairperson or any
Member/s thereof or any person acting under the direction of the Authority in respect of
anything which is done or intended to done in good faith under these Regulations.

7.5 No suit or other legal proceeding shall lie against any broadcaster in respect of the broadcast
of any matter under or in compliance of the orders/directions of the Authority.

Procedure for dealing with Complaints

Contents of Complaint
8.1 Any complaint made to the Authority in respect of or against a broadcaster:

8.1.1 shall state the name and address of the broadcaster against which or against whom the
complaint is preferred;

8.1.2 shall state the time of the broadcast alongwith the substance of the contents of the
broadcast and/or the text of the broadcast complained of (if such text be available) and
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the details of the misconduct complained of ;

8.1.3 shall also include such other particulars as are relevant to the subject-matter of the
complaint;

8.1.4 shall state in what manner the broadcast violates or offends against the Code of Conduct
and/or is otherwise objectionable ;

8.1.5 shall enclose a copy of the letter written by the complainant to the broadcaster drawing
the attention of the broadcaster to the subject matter of the complaint stating the
complainant’s grievances alongwith reasons therefor together with a copy of the reply,
if any, received by the complainant thereto;

Provided that a complaint shall be made to a broadcaster by a person aggrieved within
a reasonable time not exceeding 7 (seven) days from the date of first broadcast;

Provided that it shall be encumbent upon the complainant to give to the broadcaster at
least 7 (seven) days to respond to the complaint from the date of receipt thereof, failing
which the Authority shall not entertain any complaint.

Provided also that any complaint made to a broadcaster under these Regulations shall
be addressed to, and dealt with, by the Legal Head of the concerned broadcaster,
whose specific designation, address and other correspondence details shall be available
on the websites of the NBA and of the concerned broadcaster.

8.1.6 A complaint may be made in English or Hindi ; and if any documents in support
thereof are in the vernacular, true translations thereof in English or Hindi must be filed
alongwith the complaint.

Provided that the Authority shall not entertain any complaint unless before filing the
complaint with the Authority, the complainant has made a complaint in writing to
the concerned broadcaster as aforesaid; and the broadcaster has not responded or the
complainant is not satisfied with or the complainant’s grievance is not redressed, by
such response.

8.2 A complaint shall be filed before the Authority within 14 (fourteen) days from the date of
receipt of a response from the broadcaster, or, if the broadcaster does not respond, within 14
(fourteen) days from the date when the aforesaid period provided for the broadcaster to respond
expires ;

Provided that if a complaint is presented after the expiration of the period provided therefor,
the Authority may, if it is satisfied that the complainant has acted diligently and that the delay
in filing the complaint within the prescribed period has been caused for reasons not of the
complainant’s making and/or for other sufficient cause, condone the delay and entertain a
complaint ;

Provided that notwithstanding anything contained elsewhere in these Regulations, the Authority
shall in writing inform any broadcaster to retain and preserve records of any broadcast that
may be subject matter of a complaint, within 90 (ninety) days of first broadcast, failing which
a broadcaster shall be under no obligation to retain or preserve such records.

8.3 In every case the Complainant shall place all relevant and material facts before the Authority;
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8.4 The complainant shall, at the foot of the complaint, make and subscribe a declaration to the
effect:

8.4.1 that the facts stated in the complaint are true and correct to the best of the complainant’s

knowledge and belief ;

8.4.2 that the complainant has placed all relevant facts before the Authority and has not

concealed any material facts ;

8.4.3 that no proceedings are pending in any Court of law or other Tribunal or Statutory

Authority in respect of the subject matter complained of before the Authority ; and

8.4.4 that the complainant shall inform the Authority forthwith if during the pendency of the

8.5

8.6

8.7

8.8

8.9

8.10

inquiry before the Authority the matter alleged in the complaint becomes the subject-
matter of any proceedings in a Court of law or other Tribunal or Statutory Authority.

Where a complainant does not comply with the requirements of these Regulations, the
Chairperson may return the complaint by any mode of recorded delivery, asking the
complainant to bring it in conformity with such requirements and re-present it within such
time as the Authority may grant.

Where a complainant fails to comply with the requirements as aforesaid set-out by the
Authority within the time so prescribed, the Chairperson may terminate proceedings in the
matter ; and the Authority shall, at its next meeting, be apprised of such decision.

Not later than 14 (fourteen) days from the date of receipt of a complaint complete in
all respects, under the directions of the Chairperson, a copy thereof shall be sent to the
broadcaster against which the complaint has been made, along with a notice requiring the
broadcaster to show cause why action should not be taken against it under these Regulations
giving to the television channel a period of 14 (fourteen) days to respond to such show cause
notice;

Provided that in appropriate cases the Chairperson shall have the discretion to extend time
for the issuance of notice and/or for response as aforesaid ;

Provided further that the Chairperson may decide not to issue a notice to show cause to a
broadcaster where, in his opinion, there is no sufficient ground for holding an inquiry ; and
the Authority at its next meeting shall be apprised by the Chairperson of the reasons for his
decision not to issue notice and the Authority may then pass such orders as it deems fit upon
such complaint.

The notice so issued alongwith a complete copy of the complaint and all documents relied
upon by the complainant, shall be sent to the broadcaster by any mode of recorded delivery,
at the address/es furnished in the complaint.

Notice of the time, date and place of hearing shall be served upon the complainant as well as
on the broadcaster and shall be sent to them by any mode of recorded delivery.

The broadcaster against which the complaint is made may, within 14 (fourteen) days
from the date of service of the notice alongwith a complete copy of the complaint and all
documents relied upon by the complainant or within such further time as may be granted by
the Chairperson upon application in this behalf, submit a written statement to the Authority
in reply to the complaint and send a copy of such written statement to the complainant by
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any mode of recorded delivery.

After receipt of the complaint or written statement, the Chairperson may, if he considers
necessary, call for any further information either from the complainant or the respondent
broadcaster in order to clarify matters appearing in or arising from the complaint or written
statement and in doing so, the Chairperson may call for such additional statements and/or
documents as the Chairperson may consider necessary ; and all the statements and documents
called for shall form part of the record and shall be placed before the Authority at the time
of the inquiry.

The Authority may, after considering the complaint and the written statement, if it so
desires, call for such additional particulars or documents relevant to the subject-matter of
the complaint as it may consider necessary from both the parties or from either of them.

Where at any time in the course of the inquiry into the complaint it appears to the Authority
that the subject-matter of the complaint is substantially the same as, or has been covered
by, any former complaint dealt with by the Authority under these regulations, the Authority
shall hear the complainant, if he desires to be heard and also if the Authority considers it
necessary, the broadcaster and pass such orders or directions as it may consider necessary
and the same shall be duly communicated to the parties.

If during any inquiry being conducted by the Authority the complainant fails to appear at
any hearing without sufficient cause, the Authority may dismiss the complaint; and if the
respondent broadcaster fails to appear at any hearing without sufficient cause, the Authority
may proceed to decide the complaint ex parte as against the party so failing to appear, as the
Authority may deem fit.

Provided however that if within 30 (thirty) days of dismissal of a complaint or the passing of
any ex parte orders/directions, a party aggrieved thereby applies to the Authority to restore
the complaint or set-aside the ex parte orders/directions so passed and shows sufficient cause
for its previous non-appearance, the Authority may restore the complaint or set-aside the ex
parte orders/directions and proceed further from that stage to decide the complaint.

At the inquiry before the Authority parties shall be entitled to adduce relevant evidence, oral
and documentary, and make submissions in support of their contentions.

At the close of an inquiry the Authority shall record its findings upon the allegations contained
in the complaint together with its reasons therefor and pass such orders and directions as
provided under these Regulations as it may deem fit.

Every case shall be determined as per the majority view of the Members and the Chairperson’s
view shall have the same weightage as that of any Member.

Provided that no Member shall take part in the proceedings and/or decision of any complaint
in which such Member has any direct involvement or commercial interest or in which such
Member is interested as an agent or representative of any broadcaster and such Member shall
opt-out of such proceedings.

Provided that if any Member or Members have to opt-out as aforesaid, the NBA shall
recommend to the Chairperson 4 (four) names to fill-up such vacancy/ies and from the
names so recommended, the Chairperson shall choose and nominate a substitute Member or
Members to fill-up the vacancy/ies for a particular inquiry.
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The orders / directions of the Authority shall be communicated in writing to the parties to
the case and shall also be duly publicized as may be directed by the Authority, including on
the NBA website, Annual Report and NBA newsletter.

In any inquiry under these Regulations a party to the proceedings may appear in person or
be represented by Counsel or by a duly authorised representative.

The Authority shall have the power to regulate its own procedure in respect of any matter
for which no provision or inadequate provision is made in these Regulations and shall also
have the power in appropriate cases to hold inquiries in camera.

Notwithstanding anything contained elsewhere in these Regulations, any inquiry commenced
under these Regulations shall be completed, as far as possible, within a period of 3 (three)
months from the date of receipt of the complaint.

The Authority may suo motu initiate proceedings and issue notice or, as the case may be,
take action in respect of any matter which falls within the mischief contemplated in these
Regulations or relating to any matter falling within or arising from the Code of Conduct, and
in such case all other procedures prescribed herein shall, mutatis mutandis, be followed as
if such proceedings were a complaint.

All complaints decided by the Authority may be made publicly available by the Authority,
including the name of the complainant. However, in the event a complainant has valid
concerns relating to privacy issues in making a complaint, the Authority may in its absolute
discretion, consider requests from the complainant for anonymity/confidentiality.

Original version : 1.4.2008
Amended on : 16.6.2008, 8.8.2008, 30.9.2008, 16.1.2009 & 20.7.2010
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i Bekpky nlkj.k ekud fu;ekoyh i
1 afpHkk"kk,
bu fusek d mnn”; d fy; fukufyflkr “kink dk vFK futu 1dkj §' Be>k tkuk pkfg, §

1-1 Mikf/kdj .k bvkFkEg Ve dk VK U; e ckMdkLV I, BEFR, "ku ¥, uch, ™% dk Bekpkj 10kj.k ekud
ikf/kdj .k ghxkA

1-2 " lkp.k* YdckMdkLVy dk vrE dkbl Hea LBk dk; @e] fQYe] Qnpj] Tekpkj Bkexh] Bekpky fjikV.
VFkok dkbl Hh wU; Bkexh g] feldk nilkj.k vFok Tut ilkj.k in*ku di mnn*; L fd;k &krk
g vkj blei dkviu] fiDpj] Nk;kfp=] fvdj vFkok foKkiu “kfey gi fetldk dkb 1 Bkj.kdrk
ihkj.k vFok Tut BBkj.k djrk gA

1-3 Mibkj.kdri™ & ckMdkLVj% dk vFk 0;fDr;k dk Bk Beg vFkok BLFkk ;k dkikjV fudk; g] tk
fdlh ,ili mixg vFkok decy Viyifotu puy dk ekfydku gdnkj gkrk g] midk 1c/ku djrk g
vkj@vFrkok ml ij fu;=.k djrk g] fth ij f0IQ vkj fIQ Bekpkj vFkok Telkef;d fo'k;k
i1j vikkfjr Bkefx;k vikok mid dk;de iikxkfextk di fgLl di rkj ij Bekpkj ;k Belkef;d
AVukvik 1 vikfjr dk;dek dk iillkj.k fd;k tkrk g vkj 1lkj.kdrk “in e Biknd dk Hab
Ifteyr fd;k gvk ekuk tkuk pkfg;A
ble ;g "kr tMh g fd 0;0r;k di leg vFkok DLFk vFkok dkjikjV fudk; dk doy bugh
fusek dk tkyu djur d fy, Blkj.kdrk ugh ekuk €k Idrk] vxj og leg vFkok BLFkk vFkok
fudk; ,uch, dk InL; wvFkok Bg;kxh %, Bkfl, V% InL; ugh gA

1-4 Munfr Bfgri* 4dkM vkQ dMDV% dk vFK 1Bkj.kdrkvk vk Viytfotu i=dkjk di fy, fu;ek
dh Ifgrk ,o plkj.k ekud g] feUg: ,uch, u ri;kj fd;k gA

1-5 "*kdk; rdri® idlyuVy dk vFK 0;Dr vFkok 0;fDr;k dk leg wvFkok BLFkk vFkok dkikjV
fudk; g] tk fdlh Blkj.kdrk d ckj e ikfkdj.k d Dkeu f'kdk;r j[krk gA ;g fkdk;r
fdlh ik fo'k; di ckj e gk Bdrh g] mB L €Mh gk Bdrh g vkj@vFkok mBd: dkj.k mith
gk Idrh g] fel Londkj dju] thp dju vkj bu fujek d rgr fu.k; dju dk vi/kdkj
ikf/kdj.k di 1kl gA

1-6 ™,uch, * dk vFk U;t ckMdkLVE , Bk, *ku gA

1.7 Wt el dk v ik dkb IxBu g] fel ,tlh vrok Ifefr di rkj ij ifjHkf'kr fd;k
VFkok ugh fd;k x;k g vkj th Dekpkj ,d= djrk g] r;kj djrk g vkj@vFkok Bekpkj vkj@
VvFkok Belkef;d fo'k;k ij nljh Bpukvk dk ilkj.kdrkvk di ikl if'kr djrk gA

1-8 "Vyhfotu 1=dkj* dk vFK Liknd] fuekrk] ,dj vkj@wvFkok fd Ih Hh uke B: iidkjk tku okyk
dkb’ 0k 0;fDr gkxk] thk Blkj.k dh thku okyh Bkexh dk ettjh nu d fy, ftEeokj gA ;i
BHh ykx bI nk;j el “kfey gkx vkj vi'kdkfyd Boknnkrk vFkok fLVixj Hkh bler "kkfey fd,
Tk, XA

19 bu HHkh fu;ek e Mog®] "mI* vFkok "mBdk* *nk dk mYy:[k pkg fd Bh Hh LFkku §j fd;k
tk,] muei efgykokpd “kin Lorh gh “kkfey gkx vkj ,dopu dk gh Bcf/kr ekeyk ei cgopu
Hkh ekuk k, XkA
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2 Nekpkj ilkj.k ekud ikikdj.k dh 1jpuk

2-1

2-2

ikf/kdj.k e ,d v/ {k ip;jibut “kfey gkx] th [ ke Usk;fon gkx vkj mud: BkFk vkB
wvU; InL; Hh gkx] feUg ,uch, di ckM }kjk cger d fu.k; b ukekfdr fd;k &k, xkA

iki/kdj.k d InL;k e pkj EnL; fdlh wlkj.kdrk d ikl Dokjr u[;kr BLiknd gkx rFk
pkj InL; o gkx tk fd dkuu] fk{kk] fpfdREk] foKku] BkfgR;] tu 1"kkBu] miHkDrk ekeyk]
i;koj .k ekuo eukfoKku vkj@wvFkok IL—fr d {k= e: fo"k'k Kku vkj@wvFkok 0;kogkfjd vuhko
J[kr gkA

blei ;g “kr Hkh €Mh g fd 1kf/kdj.k dk InL; cuu di ckn dkb Hh 0;fDr fd I b fookn It
bef/kr Uskf;d dk;okgh el fgLBk ugh y: Bdrk] fEle: ml 0;0r dh iR;{k LiyXurk gk vFkok
0;kolkf;d fgr gk vFkok ftle: og InL; fdlh ulkj.kdrk d , €V vFok ifrfuf/k d -1 e
tMk gvk gkA

3 v/;{k vFkok pi;jilu vFkok InL;k dk dk;dky

31

3-2

3-3

3-4

35

v/ {k dpsjibut vk vi; InLsk d dk;dky dh vof/k nk o'k gkxhA

ble “kri ;g g fd v/;{k Ip;ji buk dk;dky 1jk gku di ckn Hkh ,uch, difu;ek er mfYyf[kr
iko/kkuk d erkfcd iki/kdj.k d tuxBu gku rd vFkok Ng eghuk rd tk vof/k 1gy: ijh gk
thrh g] rd viu in 1j cu jg Idr gA

ble: “kr ;g g fd ;fn iki/kdj.k d InL; d rkj 1j ukekfdr 0;fDr ij fdlh xHhj
Vvkijkikd —R; di bic/k e vkjki r; dj fn, tkr g vFok mb: akikdj.k d InL; d rkj ij
dke dju e v{ke ik;k tkrk g] rk ,uch, viu ckM di fu.k; di €fj; ,/b 0;f0r dk InL;
in L gVk Idrk g vkj midi ckn 1 og 0;fDr 1kf/kdj.k d InL; in ij dke djuk cn dj
NiXKA

fdlh ilkj.kdrk d ikD jktxkj iku oky: [ ;kr Liknd@fuekrk o rkj ij ikf/kdj.k dk
InL; cuu okyk 0;fDr bl in b gVk fn;k tk,xk ;fn og ml ulkj.kdrk d ikl Liknd@
fuekrk di rkj ij dke djuk cn dj nrk g] vkj bcf/kr plkjd d ikl ;g fodYi gkxk fd
og 15 fnu di Hary mi InL; d “kk dk;dky d fy; fdIh odfYid Liknd dk midh txg
ij fu;Dr dji vkj 0k ugh gku i bl fjDrrk dk uhpr nh x;h /kkjk 3-5 e fu/kkfjr dh x;h
ifd;k di vulkj Hgk €k;ixkA

InL; dk viuk in mI Be; NkMuk iMxk ;fn v/;{k Ypi;jibut d fopkj I og fcuk fdlh
ikir vk Briktud dkj.k di ikfkdj.k dh yxkrkj riu cBdk e: vuifLrkr jgk gkA

v/ {k dpsjibug ,uch, dk fyf[kr bpuk ndj viu in L bLriQk nt Idrk g vkj dkb wU;
InL; v/ {k p;jibut dk fyf[kr Bpuk ndj viw in LI bLriQk n Idrk g vkj ;fn ,ib
bLriQ dk ,uch, vFkok v/;{k lpi;Ji Luk Fjk Londky dj fy;k tkrk g] rk v/;{k Ypi;jiLuk
VFkok InL; dk viuk in NkMuk gkxkA

bl 1dkj di bLriQk I [kkyh g, ink dk feruh tYnh gk B1d] mruh €Ynh mih ©dkj L
ukekdu d €fj;i gk tk,xk] fel 1dkj I bLriQk nu oky: InL; dk ukekfdr fd;k x;k
Fkk vkj bl 1dkj ukfer gvk InL; mruh vof/k rd gh in ij dke djxk feruh vof/k dk
dk;dky mI EInL; dk cpk Fkk felu bLriQk fn;k gA
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36,0k InL; tk DokfuoRr gk jgk g vFkok Aij fn, x, dkj.ke I ibue ikikdj.k dh vkj I
mijkDr fus;ek d rgr InL; d flkykQ prkouh &kjh fd;k €kuk] nfMr fd;k tkuk] L:ilj]
uketjh] ifrc/k vkj@wvFkok tiekuk yxk;k tkuk “kfey ugh g vFkok mli ikf/kdj.k Fkjk gh in
I ugh gVk;k tk jok gt feldh InL;rk [kRe gk joh ] mbi ,d b vi/kd dk;dkyk di fy,
fQj ukfer ugh fd;k tk BdrkA

pi;jilu vkl InL;k dh Lok dh “kri

ikf/kdj.k dh cBdk e vku di fy, v/;{k ip;jilut dk og jki*k vkj wU; InL;k dk og HRr
Vvkj@wvFkok *kyd fn, tk,x] ftudk Qlyk ,uch, viu vke IHk dh cBd e le;&le; 1ij
djxKkA

- 1kf/kdj .k dh cBd:

51 1kf/kdj.k de I de nk ekg e de I de ,d cBd djxk feld le; vkj fnYyh@ub fnYyh
e cBd Lrky d cky e v/;{k p;jilut de L de 7 fnu igy InL;k dk fyf[kr rkj 1j
Ifpr djx vkj bl cBd e dk;okgh It Lcf/kr mu BHh fu;ek dk tkyu fd;k &k, xk felg:
ikf/kdj .k u r; fd;k gA

52 cBd dk dkje de I de 5 likph InL;k dh miflFkfr b 1k gkxk] vkj bu ikp 0;fDr;k e
p;jilu Hh “kfey gkx vkj de I de nk InL; ©[;kr 0;Dr ox rFk de I de nk InL;
Liknd ox I gkx A

5-3 ikf/kdj.k di fd Bh Hh dk;! vFok i@k dk ikf/kdj.k di Bfo/kku e fd b [kkeh ;k fd Bh fjDrrk
d pyr vo/k ugh Bgjk;k €tk TdrkA

ikfkdj.k d mnn®; Vkj f@;kdyki
6-1 1kf/kdj.k d mnn®;k e Blkj.kdrkvk d flkykQ ;k mud Dc/k e mu fkdk; rk dk Lohdkj
djuk vk fu.k; nuk “kfey gkxk] feudk Be/k nhkj.k dh fdlh Bkexh B gkxkA
6-2 thk 1gy dogk x;k g] iki/kdj.k ge’kk fuEufyf[kr ckrk dk /;ku e j[kr g, gh viu dk;k
dk fucVkjk djxk
6-2-1  ulkj.k di ekudk dk cuk, j[kuk vkj mue: 1/kj djuk vkj 1lBkj.kdrkvk] Viytfotu
1=dkjk vkj@vFkok Lokn Bfefr;k dh Lor=rk cuk, j[kukA
6-22 ;g Hfuf'pr djuk fd BHh 1Bkj.kdrk] Viyhfotu 1=dkj vkj Bokn Bfefr;k wvkpkj
Ifgrk dk ikyu dji vkj mPp 0;kolkf;d ekudk dk Hkh ikyu dj:
6-2-3  Nkotfud fgr d mPp ekudk dk tkyu Bfuf"pr djuk vkj ukxfjdk d vi/kdkjk vkj
nkf;Rok d Dic/k e thkx - drk c<kukA
6-2-4 Vyhfotu 1=dkfjrk di 0;00k; vkj ulkj.k o dkjkcky B €M ;k mler LyXu BHb
0;fDr;k d chp feEenkjh vkj tu Bok dh Hkouk dk etcr djuk vkj mli c<ku di
fy, 1fjr djukA
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6-25 tu fgr vkj eglo d Bekpkjk di Bixg] vkifr vkj forj.k 1j 1frc/k yxku dh fdlh
Hkh gjdr vFkok xfrfof/k dh fuxjkuh djuk vkj midh tkp djukA

6-26 L vl; 1gy tk mijkDr fLFkfr;k d fy, egRoi.k gk 1dr g] muli Rcfkr gk 1dr
g vkj@vFkok feudk mul: dkb Bjkdkj gk Bdrk gA

6-3 1kf/kdj.k doy ,u ch , di InL;k vFkok Bgk;d %, Rkfl, V% EnL;k 1j ;k mud Bc/k e gh
viu dk;k dk fucVkjk vFkok bu fujek d rgr mbi fn; x;i vi/kdkjk dk bLreky dj Bdrk
gA

7 1kfikdj.k di vi/kdkj

7-1 ;fn akikdj.k di ikl fdlh rjg dh f°kdk; r dh €krh g vFkok ikfkdj.k d ikl ;g ekuu di
1;kr dkj.k gkr g fd fdIh pBkj.kdrk u vkpkj Bfgrk dk mYy?u fd;k g vFkok mIdh
voekuuk dh g rk ikf/kdj.k Befkr nhkj.kdrk dk Buokb dk mfpr ekdk nur di ckn fu;ek
d nk;j e jgr g, ekey dh tkp djok Idrk g vkj ;fn og bl ckr It br'"V gkrk g fd
S0k djuk vko™;d g] rk iki/kdjy.k mB phkj.kdrk dk fyf[kr prkounh no Bdrk g] midh
HRIuk dj Bdrk g] ml ij ifrc/k yxk Bdrk g] mid flkykQ vigefr 0;Dr dj Bdrk
g Vkj@vFkok mlkj.kdrk 1j tekuk Hh yxk Idrk g vkj@vFkok Rcf/kr vikdkfj;k b ml
il kdrk dk yko I:l fuyfcr@jnn dju dh fRQkfj’k Hh dj Bdrk gA
ble “kr ;g g fd ikf/kdj.k 1J00]000 %,d yk[k: #1;: I vikd jki*k dk tekuk ugh dj Idrk
gA teku dh bl jki*k dk Dcf/kr pbkj.kdrk 1 olyk tk, xkA
blei ;g Hh “kr g fd 1kf/kdj.k ,:0h fdBh Hh fkdk; r 1] BTKku ugh yr Bdrk g] felds ckj
e v/ {kip;jilun 0k Tkpr gk fd tkp d fy, 1;Kr vi/kj ugh gA

7-2 ;fn akf/kdj.k 0k ekurk g fd tufgr e bk fd;k tkuk € 3h g] rk og fd Bh Hh 1:0kj.kdrk
d fLkykQ gk joh tkp I Dcf/kr tkudkjh 1l foKfir diek/;e I b Dekpkj 1= vFkok vU;
1dk"kuk vkj@wvFkok oclkbV 1j 1dkf*kr dju di fy, fdIh Hh Bk .kdrk dk fun*k ni Bdrk
gA bl dk;okgh e iki/kdj.k d fu.k; di erkficd prkouh] HREuUK] 1frc/k] ukettjh vkj@wvFkok
tekuk Hh “kkfey gk Idrk gA 1lkj.kdrk dk bu funi"kk dk ikyu djuk gkxkA
ble ;g “kr Hh “kfey g fd ikf/kdj.k fdbh Hh 1dkj dh tkp dh BfkIr fjikV. viuh oclkbV
ij vkj viuh Dkykuk fpikv e vkj Be;&le; ij udkf*kr gku oky: U;eyVy e idkf"kr
djxkA
blei ;g “kr Hh “kfey g fd dkbl Hh fu;e&dkuu 1kfkdj.k dk , 1 fdlh ekey: e dk;okgh
dju ;k mid Re/k e thp dju dk vikdkj ugh n Idrk g] feld: be/k e fdIh fof/kd
Usk;ky; VFkok wU; Usk;kfkdj.k vFkok Bo/kfud 1kf/kdj.k e dk;okgh yfcr gA

7-3 fd Ih Hh fkdk; r dk fuiVkjk dju vFkok bu fusek di rgr fdih 1dkj dn tkp djku d fy,
iki/kdj.k o 1kl futu vi/kdkj gkx b
7-3-1  fdIh Hh 0;fDr dk cykuk vkj mE L INrkN djuk vkj nLrkot i"k dju dh ekx djuk

rik mudk fugh{k.k djukA
732 1ek.k ekxuk
7-3-3  fdhh Hh nlkj.kdrk b fd b Hh 1dkj di nLrkoe vFkok mudh ifr ekxuk] fele: fdIh
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fo'k'k nhkj.k dh xj Likinr vkj Likinr QVit “kfey gA

ble ;g Hh “kr “kfey g fd dkb Hkh fu;e & dkuu §kf/kdj.k dk og vf/kdkj ugh ni
Idrk feld tfj; ikf/kdj.k fdIh Hh Dhkj.kdrk B 0Bkfjr g, vFkok gku oky: fd Ih
Lekpkj vFkok Bpuk d Bkr dk [kyklk dju d fy, ck/; djA

7-4 bu fu;ek d rgr vPN bjkn I fd;: tku oky: fdIh Hh dke d fy, ikf/kdj.k di funi®kk d
rgr dkb Hh dke fd, thu ij ij ikikdj.] mid p;jibu ;k fdih vi; InL; d flkykQ
u rk dkbl ;kfpdk nk;j dh €k Idrh g vkj u gh fdlIh vU; idkj dh dkuuh dk;okgh dh tk
Idrh gA

7-5 ikfkdj.k df vkn"kk@fu; ek dk ikyu dju d fy, fdlh Bkexh dk pBkj.k fd, tku ij fdlh
Hh B 0kj.kdrk d flkykQ fdBh idkj dh ;kfpdk nk;j ugh dh €k Idrh vkj u gh fdlh 1dkj
dh dkuuh dk;okgh dh €k Bdrh gA

8 f'kdk;rk d futVkp dh 1f@;k

f'kdk; r dh Bkexh
81 fdlh ilkj.kdrk d Nc/k e vFkok midi f[kykQ iki/kdj.k di ikl dh €ku okyh fdlh Ha

| 78 |

fkdk;r e b

811 ml ulkj.kdrk di uke vkj 1r dk Li"V mYy[k gkuk pkfg,] feld flkykQ f'kdk;r
dh &k jgh gA

812 fetl vlkj.k d he/k e f'kdk;r dh &k jgh g] mid vbkj.k di Be; dk mYyi[k gkuk
pkfg, vkj 1lkj.k dh Bkexh dk Bkj vkj@vFkok midk fyf[kr Bkj %;fn bl 1dkj dk
fyflkr bkj miyC/k gk Bdrk gh vkj mle fd, x, xyr dk;. di ckj e Li"V rkj ij
crk;k €kuk pkfg,A

813 fdk;r difo'k; vkj midh Bkexh d InHk e egRoii.k vU; BHh 1dkj dh tkudkjh
Hh “kkfey gkuh pkfg,A

814 bl ckr dk Li"V mYy[k gkuk pkfg, fd ulkj.k e fdl idkj B vkpkj Bfgrk dk
mYy%u fd;k x;k vkj@vFkok nlkfjr dh xb Bkexh fdl 1dkj b vkifRrtud FkhA

815 fkdk;rdrk d mB i= dh ifr Hh gkuh pkig,] €k mlu ©Bkj.kdrk dk Heek g vkj

mle vhkj.kdrk dk /;ku ml fo'k; dh vkj vkdfkr fd;k x;k gk] fel I fkdk; rdrk
dk 1hMk 1gph g vkj BkFk gh mid be/k e bef/kr 1k dh vig b f'kdk; rdrk di
ikl vk, mRrj 4;fn dkb mRrj fn;k tkrk g% fele dkj.k dk Li"V mYy[k fd;k x;k
gk] dh ifr Hh LyXu dh tkuh pkfg,A

blei ;g Hh “kr €Mh g fd 1hiMr 0;fDr dk lefpr vof/k d vinj] tk fd igy: 1lkj.k
d 7 ibkrh fnu b vikd ugh gk] Blkj.kdrk o Befk fkdk; r djuh EMxhA

ble ;g Hh “kr €Mh g fd fkdk; rdrk dh vkj © ilkj.kdrk dk mBdk i= feyu
d de 1 de 7 ilkr} fnu di Hkhrj fkdk; r dk tcko nu dk Be; fn;k thuk pkfg,
VvKkj vxj LBk ugh gkrk] rk ikikdj.k bl idkj dh f'kdk; r dk Lohdkj ugh djxkA

blei ;g Hh “kr €Mh g fd bu fu;ek d virxr fdIh thkj.kdrk d Te{k dh tku okyh
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fkdk; r Refkr ibkj.kdrk d dkuuh 1ek di ikl Heeh thuh pkfg; vkj dkuuh 1el[k
dk bl fkdk; r dk fucVkjk djuk pkfg;A dkuuh ie[k d fof’k’V in] ir vkj i=kpkj
I Lefhkr vU; fooj.k ,u ch , vkj Rcfhkr nlkj.kdrk dh ochkbVk 1 miyC/k gkxA

816 bl ckr dk /;ku j[kk tkuk pkfg, fd f'kdk;r doy vixith vFkok fgnh Hk'kkvk e: gh
dh tkuh pkfg,A ;fn bl fkdk;r d DleFku e fn, x, nLrkot fdlh {k=h; Hk'k e
gkri g] rk mIh - i e mudk fgnh vkj vxeh Hkk'kk et ik -1 e vuokn He fkdk; r
d Ik byXu fd;k thuk pkfg,A

ble ;g Hh “kr tMh g fd 1kf/kdj.k 00 fd B Hkh f°kdk; r dk rc rd Lohdkj ugh
djxk tcrd uk/kdj.k d ikl fkdk;r yk, thu b oigy fkdk; rdrk u mijkDr
rjhdi b ilkj.kdrk dk fyf[kr rkj ij fkdk;r ugh dh gk vkj 1hkj.kdrk u midk
tcko ugh fnzk gk vkj fkdk; rdrk Lir'V ugh gk vFok mb yxrk g fd 1lkj.kdrk
d tcko I mbdh f'kdk; r nj ugh gb' gA

ik .kdrk I tcko feyu di 14 ipkngh fnu di Hkhry vFok 1Rkj.kdrk }jk 14 dpkngh fnu
d Hhrj tcko ugh feyu dh fLFkfr ei ikf/kdj.k di ikl Bc) fkdk; r Het nh tkuh pkfg,A

ble ;g ‘kr g fd bc) f'kdk;r mijkDr vof/k di chir thu d ckn 1kf/kdj.k d 1kl yk;h

thrh g] rk ikfkdj.k ;9 n[k Idrk g fd f'kdk;rdrk u Bgh rjhd I dk; fd;k vkj r;

vof/k d Harj fkdk; r nt ugh djk iku dh otg rdlxr g vkj rkfidd dkj.kk dh otg I

f*kdk; rdrk u fkdk; r ri;kj dju@vkj vFkok nt djku e vikd lBe; fy;k g rk 1kf/kdj.k

Lr'V gku ij og foyc d ckotn f'kdk;r dk Lohdkj dj yxKkA

blei ;g “kr g fd bu fu;ek e mfYyf[kr ckrk I vyx ;fn dN gkrk g] rk ikf/kdj.k fd I

Hh 1 0kj.kdrk dk Bkexh dk igyh ckj BBkj.k fd, tku di 90 fulch fnu d Hhrj fyf[kr Bpuk

nxk vkj mbi og Bkexh Ljf{kr jlku d fy, dgxk febdk myy[k f*kdk;r e fd;k x;k gA

, 0k ugh fd, thu i Bbkj.kdrk ml Dkexh dk fjdkM j[ku di fy, fdIh Hh idkj 1 ck/;

ugh gA

IH0 ekeyk e f'kdk;rdrk dk BH0 Bcf/kr ckri vy Bkexh vkj ulBkj.k oky: nLrkott Han

ikf/kdj.k di Dkeu 1"k dju gkxA

fkdk;rh 1= e Icli uhp fkdk; rdrk dk bl 1dkj dh 2&k'.kk djuh gkxh] feEl e fy [k glxk

fd §

84-1 fkdk;r eifn, x, Mk rF; f'kdk; rdrk dh tkudkjh vkj fo okl di vullkj 1jh rjg
Igh vkj IR; gA

8-4-2  fkdk;rdrk u BHh ikBfxd vkj egRoi.k rF; iki/kdj.k di Bkeu 1%k dj fn, g VK]
fdlh Hh 1dkj di egRoil.k rF; dk fNik;k ugh gA

8-4-3 iki/kdj.k d Rkeu fEN ekey dh f'kdk; r dh xb g] mBE L Licf/kr fd Ih Hh 1dkj dh
dk;okgh fd Ih Hh fof/kd Usk;ky; wFkok wU; Usk;kfkdj.k vFkok Bo/kfud ikf/kdj.k
el ugh py joh gA

8-4-4 iki/kdj.k d lkeu bl ekey: e py joh dk;okgh di chp ;fn fdlh Hh De; ;g ekeyk
fof/kd U;k;ky; vFkok wvU; Usk;kf/kdj.k vFok Bo/kkfud ikf/kdj.k e igp tkrk g] rk
fkdk; rdrk akfkdj.k dk Qkju bl ckj e Ifpr dj nxkA
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;fn fkdk; r e mijkDr DM ckrk vkj €z jrk dk /;ku ugh j[kk tkrk g vFkok mBe: BHan
mfYyf[kr Bkexh ugh nh xbl g] rk pi;jilu bl fkdk;r dk okil dj Idr gA bld Bk
gh og fkdk;rdrk b cpi g, IHh rF; vkj vko®;d Bkexh di Bk fkdk; r dk ml vof/k di
Harj nkckjk ik dju di fy, dg Bdr g] tk vof/k ikf/kdj.k r; djrk gA

;in fd b fkdk;r e r; le; d Hhry mu BHh € jrk ;k Dkexh dk 1jk ugh fd;k tkrk g]
th le; ikfkdj.k u fn;k g] rk p;jilu bl ekey e py joh dk;okgh dk fdlh Hh le;
[[Re dj 1dr g vkj viuh vxyh cBd e 1kf/kdj.k dk bl fu.k; d cky e Ifpr dj Idr
gA

IHO 1dkj B ogh fkdk; r ikir gku di 14 Ypkngh fnu di ke gh pisjilu d funi*ke di rgr
midh ifr mI 0hkj.kdrk di ikl Hee nh tk, xn] feld flkykQ fkdk; r dh xb gA bld BkFk
phkj.kdrk dk ukfV Hh tkjh fd sk €, xK felei mB 1 iNk &, xk fd mBd f[kykQ mijkDr
fus;ek d rgr dkjokb D;k u dh &k,A BkFk gh ukfVl &kjh fd, tku d ckn Viyhfotu puy
dk tokc nu d fy, 14 Ipkngt fnu dk Be; Hh fnjk tk,xkA

blei ;g Hh “kri g fd mi;Dr ekeyk e p;jilu di ikl ukfvVl tkjh dju vFkok mIdk toke
fn, thku dh vof/k c<ku dk ijk vikdkj gA

bld vykok ;g Hh “kri g fd p;jilu dk ;fn )0k yxrk g fd f'kdk;r e fn, x, rF; tkp
d fy, mi;Dr vFok Refpr vk/kkj ugh cukr g] rk og fdlh vBkj.kdrk di flkykQ dkj.k
crkvk ukfVl ugh tkjh dju dk Hh Qlyk dj Idr gA ,iIh gkyr e 1kf/kdj.k dh vxyh
cBd e p;jilu ukfvVl tkjh ugh dju d viu Qly: d 0N jg dkj.kk It InL;k dk voxr
djk,x vkj ;fn il el 1kf/kdj.k dk dkj.k mi;Dr yxr g] rk og bl lc/k e vkn®k &kjh
dj Idrk gA

bl idkj fkdk;r dh L.k 1fr vkj f'kdk; rdrk dh vij I 1% fd, x, BIH0 nLrkotk dh
ifr di BkFk gkgh fd sk x;k ukfvl Bhkj.kdrk dk f'kdk;r e fn, x, 1r vFkok irk ij bl
idkj I wf'kr fd;k tk,xk feldk jdkM nt fd;k tkrk gA

Luokb di Nej;] rkjh[k vkj LFkku d ckji et Defpr bpuk fkdk; rdrk vkj ilkj.kdrk dk nh
th,xh vkj bl Be/k e i= vFkok ukfvl mUg fdlh Hh idkj bocrk, x, irk ij HE fnjk
Tk, XKA

fel vhkj.kdrk d flkykQ fkdk;r dh xb g] mb: f*kdk; r dh Li.k ifr vkj fkdk; rdrk
Jkjk Het x, BHh 1dkj d nLrkotk dh ifr d BkFk ukfVl tkjh fd, thu d 14 Jpkngh
fnu dh vof/k d Hkhrj vFkok bl B/ e fdlh 1dkj dk ikFkuki= fn, tku 1j p;jilu
Jkjk nh xbi vof/k d Hhrj gh fkdk; r dk toke ikf/kdj.k di kB fyf[kr c;ku di -1 e nuk
gkxk vkj bl fyf[kr c;ku dh ,d ifr fdIh Hh iidkj b f'kdk; rdrk di ikB Hh viuok;.
rkj 1j igpkuh gkxhA

f*kdk; r vFkok fkdk; r d mRrj e fyf[kr c;ku ikir dju di ckn pi;jibu dk ;fn vko®;d
yxrk g] rk og f'kdk;rdrk vFkok f'kdk;r dk tokc nu oky: ulkj.kdrk b vkj vi/kd
thudkjh ekx Idr g] rkfd f'kdk;r e fn, &k jg vFkok fyf[kr tokc d dkj.k mB ekeyk
dk 1jh rjg Li"V fd;k €k Id vkj , 0k djr Be; p;jilu dk ;fn vko®;d yxrk g] rk
og fdIh Hkh i{k 1 vfrfjDr c;ku vkj@wvFkok nLrkotk dh Hh ekx dj Idr gA ,iIh Ljr
e 1"k fd, x, BHh 1dkj di c;ku vk nLrkot fjdkM dk fgLlk cu tk,x vkj tkp d
le; mlg 1kf/kdj.k d Tkeu 17k fd;k €k, XkA
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fkdk; r vkj fyf[kr c;kuk dk 1jk tk;tk yu d ckn ;fn ikf/kdj.k dk vko®;d yxrk g]
rk og viuh vko®;drk d vulky fdlh ,d i1{k vFkok nkuk 1{kk I: og vfrfjDr tkudkjh
ekx Idrk g] tk fkdk;r d fo'k; ;k mBdh Tkexh d DnH e ikBfxd vkj egRoil.k gkA

fdlh Hh fkdk; r dh tkp dju di nkjku fdlh Hh Be; ;fn akikdj.k dk 0k eghl gkrk
g fd fkdk;r e mBk;k x;k fo'k; dkQh gn rd ogh g] tk 1kf/kdj.k di Bkeu igy: Heth
x;h fkdk; r e fnjk x;k Fkk vkj bu fu;ek d rgr ml f'kdk;r dh Buokb: dh xbi Fkh] rk
ikf/kdj .k fkdk; rdrk dh bPNk gku 1j mBdk i{k Buxk vkj ;fn [kn ikf/kdj.k dk €= jh
yxrk g] rk og uhkj.kdrk dk i{k Hkh Buxk vkj mId ckn vko®™;d eghl gku 1j vknk
VFkok funi®k gkjh djixk vkj mu BHh vkn™kk vk funi®kk di ckji et bef/kr i{kk dk Befpr
rjhid It Ifpr dj fn;k &k, xkA

ikf/kdj .k Fkjk dh €k jgh tkp di nkjku ;fn fkdk; rdrk fcuk fdih bri'ktud vkj 1;klr
dkj.k di Duokbl di Be; vuiflLFkr jgrk g] rk ikf/kdj.k f'kdk; r dk rjr [kfj€t dj 1drk
g vkj ;fn Buokb d nkjku fcuk fd Ih Birk'ktud vkj 1 ;klr dkj.k di ihkj.kdrk vuifLFkr
Jork g] rk mk/kdj.k dk €k Hh mfpr yxrk g] mbd vulkj og mifLFkr ugh gku oky: 1{k
d ifrdy ml fkdk;r dk Qlyk ,drjQk d -i e dj Idrk gA

gkykfd blei ;g Hh “kr. g fd fd I H0 fkdk; r dk [kfjt fd;k tkrk g vFok mid Dic/k
e ,drjQk vin"k@funi"k tkjh fd, tkr g] rk mlg: tkjh fd, thku d 30 ril fnu d Hhrj
mB b itkfor gkur okyk i1{k ukf/kdj.k d ikl EkFkuki= nkf[ky djrk g] ftle f'kdk;r dh
fQj Nuokb dju vFkok mId: ckji e tkjh fd, x, ,drjQk vin"k@funi"kk dk [kfjt fd,
thu dh fourh dh tkrh g vkj og i1{k Buokb di nkjku vuiflLFkr jgu dk dkj.k Hkh crkrk
g] rk ikf/kdj.k fkdk; r dk nkckjk Lohdkj dj Bdrk g vFkok ,drjQk vkn"kk@funi*ke dk
[kfjt dj Bdrk g vkj ml ekey: dk tgk I NkMk x;k ogk I vkxi dh dk;okgh dj Bdrk
gA

ikf/kdj.k di Bkeu tkp d nkjku BHh Bef/kr i{kk dk egRoii.k vkj ikBfxd iek.k ekf[kd
VFkok fyflkr -1 I Bk dju vkj viuh fkdk; r vFok rd d leFku et vU; nLrkot nu
dk 1k vfi/kdkj gA

fdlh Hh tkp d Beklr gku 1j ikfkdj.k fkdk;r e fn, x, BHh vkjkik d ckji e viun
[ktchu vkj fu.k; rFk mBid 10N ektn BH0 dkj.kk dk nLrkot d -i e nt djxk
Vvkj ;fn bu funi®kk d rgr mb Bhd yxrk g] rk bl bc/k e vkn™ vkj fun®k Hkh €kjh
djxKkA

fd Ih Hh ekey: dk Qlyk InL;k d chp cger b gh fd;k &k, xk vkj pi;jilu d nf'vdk.k
dk Hkh mruh gh egRrk nh tk,xh] feruh fdIh Hh InL; d nf'Vdk.k dk nh tkrh gA

ble: ;g ‘kr Hh tMh g fd dkb Hh EnL; 00 fdBh Hh f'kdk; r 1j gku okyh dk;.okgh
vkj@vFkok fu.k; e fgL Bk ugh yi Idrk g] felei ml InL; dh fdIh Ho idkj dh iR;{k
LyXurk vFkok 0;kolkf;d fgr gk vFkok felei og InL; fdlh plkj.kdrk di , €V VvFkok
ifrfuf/k d -1 e dN fnypLih j[krk gk vkj ,/Ih gkyr e mI@ EInL; dk 1jh dk;okgh L
nj gh Joguk gkxkA

ble ;g Hh “kri €tMh g fd vxj dkb InL; vFkok ,d b vikd InL; mijkDr dkj.ke I
dk;okgh b ckgj gkr g] rk ,u ch , ml fjDrrk vFkok fjDrrkvk dk Hju d fy; pi;jilu
dk pkj uke B>k;ixk vkj psjilu mb [kl €kp dk igk dju d fy ;i bu pkj ukek e L
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,d ;k vikd ukek dk 1jd InL;@0InL;k di -lk e eukuhr djxkA

ikfkdj.k d vinkk@fun*ke di ckji e fdIh Hh ekey: B €M BHh i{kk dk fyf[kr -1 L
Ifpr djuk gkxk vkj ikf/kdj.k di fun®k di vullkj ,uch, dh oclkbV] Bkykuk fjikV. vkj
,uch, U;tyVj ler foftklu rjhdk I bidh Tkotfud thkudkjh Hh nh &k, x"A

bu fu;ek d rgr gku okyh fdIh Hh tkp e dk;okgh It bcf/kr dkbl Hh 1{k 0;fDrxr -1
I 1"k gk Bdrk g vFkok midk odhy mbd ifrfuf/k d -1 e vk bdrk g vFkok 1.kr;k
vilk—r ifrfuf/k vk 1drk gA

iki/kdj.k di ikl fdBh Hh L0 ekey: d Bic/k e viiuh dk;okgh dk fu;fer dju dk vi/kdkj
gkxk] fEld fy, bu fu;ek e dkb Hkh tko/kku ugh fd;k x;k g vFkok Dlefpr iko/ku ugh
fd;k x;k g vkj ikf/kdj.k di ikl fd I fo*k'k ekey: ei cn dej d Harj Hh thp djku dk
ijk vi/kdkj gkxkA

bu fu;ek e “kfey fd;i x;i tko/kkuk di ckotn bu fu;ek d rgr “kz dh x;h dkb Hh
thp fkdk; r ikir gku dh rkgh[k 1] tgk rd BHko gk Bd] 3 Yrhut eghu dh vof/k di Hkhrj
ijh djuh gkxhA

ikf/kdj.k fdih Hh i1 ekey e Lort BKku ydj dk;okgh k= dj Idrk g vkj ukfvI
thjh dj bdrk g vkj dkjokb: dj Idrk g] fel ekey e,k dkb. dnkpkj fd;k tkrk g]
thk mld fusek di nk;j e vkrk g vFkok vkpkj Bfgrk I Bcf/kr fdlh fuse ;k Tko/kku
d nk;j el vkrk g vkj bl 1dkj d ekey e IHkh 1dkj dh dk;okgh dk bl idkj I fd;k
thuk pkfg,] fE1 1dkj b fdlh fkdk; r e fd;k tkrk gA

ikf/kdj.k BHh f7kdk; rk o Bic/k e fnji ;i fulksk dk Pkdk; rdrk di uke di BkFk Bkotfud
dj Idrk gA gkykfd vxj f’kdk;rdrk d ikl fkdk;r nt djku d bc/k e fdlh enn
ij fdlh rjg dh xkiuh;rk jku dk dkb Befpr dkj.k g rk ikf/kdj.k dk fkdk; rdrk d
xkiuh; rk@uke xir jlku di vujk/k 1j fopkj dju dk 1jk foodkf/kdkj glxkA

ey ILdj.k: 1.4.2008
L"kkf/kr BLd].k: 16.6.2008, 8.8.2008, 30.9.2008, 16.1.2009 VvKkj 20.7.2010
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" Guidelines For Telecast of News I"
During Emergency Situations

All telecast of news relating to armed conflict, internal disturbance, communal violence, public
disorder, crime and other similar situations should be tested on the touchstone of “public
interest”.

The media has the responsibility to disseminate information which is factually accurate and
objective.

No live reporting should be made that facilitates publicity of any terrorist or militant outfit or
its ideology or tends to evoke sympathy for the perpetrators or glamorizes them or their cause
or advances the illegal agenda or objectives of the perpetrators.

In live reporting of hostage situations or rescue operations, no details of identity, number and
status of hostages should be telecast or information given of pending rescue operations or
regarding the number of security personnel involved or the methods employed by them.

Media should avoid:

a) Live contact with the victims or security personnel or other technical personnel involved
or the perpetrators during the course of the incident.

b) Unnecessary repeated or continuous broadcast of archival footage that may tend to reagitate
the mind of the viewers. Archival footage, if shown, should clearly indicate “file”. The
date and time be given when feasible.

The dead should be treated with dignity and their visuals should not be shown. Special care
should be taken in the broadcast of any distressing visuals and graphics showing grief and
emotional scenes of victims and relatives which could cause distress to children and families.

These are broad Guidelines and are not meant to be exhaustive.

December 18, 2008
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I" vkikr fLFkfr;k eelix:ﬁf%jk vk .k d fy, I"

1 1= B vkrfyd mino] Bkinkf;d fglk v’kkfr] vijk/k vkj bl rjg d nlj gkykr L
Lcf/kr [kejk o BHh rjg o wbkj.k dk ptufgrl dh dBkVh 1) 1j[kk Etkuk pkfg,A

2- ehfM;k dh tokengh g fd ykxk rd igpu okyh bpuk fu”i{k vkj rF;kRed gkA

3 vkrdokn ;k vkrdoknh IxBu dk c<kok nu: okyk ykbo u:Bkj.k ugh gkuk pkfg,A ,iIh [keji u
fnk, f€l L vkrdoknh ;k vkrdokn dk efgekeMu gkrk gk vkj mid fy, ykxk e IgkuHkfr
Nk gkA

4- ykbo ulkj.k d nkjku c/kdk dh igpku] mudh B[k ;k fLFkfr di ckj e ugh crkuk pkfg,A
cpko e €V Dj{kk cyk dh L[;k] mudh j.kuhfr vkj vfik;ku dh fLFkfr dk Hh tkfgj ugh
djuk pkfg,A

5 bu phtk I ijgt dj&

Vi enfM;k] &AVuk di nkjku ihfMr] Bj{kk cy] viHk;ku B €M ykxk ;k vkrdokfn;k di BkFk ykbo
ckrpir 11 cpA

vih n’kdk dk fopfyr dju okyh ijkuh rLohjk dk cotg ckj&cky mlkj.k u djA Bjku n’;
PQkbyR fy[kdj fn[kk, &k, vkj BHo gk rk rkjh[k vkj Be; Hh fy[kA

6- erdk dk IEEku djr g, mudh rLonj: fn[ku B cpA ihfMr vkj ifjtuk d ekre vkj Hkod
{k-kc dh ,:Ih rLohjk ;k xkfQd dk fn[ku e [kkI Bko/kkuh cjr: feuli n’kd fopfyr gk Idr
gA

vkikr fLFkfr;k e [kejk di puko di fy, ;i ekx&fun’k cuk, x, g yfdu bl

Lk u le>k &,A

18 fnlicj] 2008
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11| Specific Guidelines Covering Reportage |||}

In furtherance of the principles of self-regulation as contained in NBA's Code of Ethics &
Broadcasting Standards, the following Guidelines set-out specific standards which are to be adhered
to by member-broadcasters.

Fundamental Standards

All reporting must be done keeping in view the following supervening criteria:

A.

All news reporting must be done in “public interest”.

B. Reporting should not sensationalise or create panic, distress or undue fear among viewers.
C.
D

. Subjects which promote horror, supernatural, superstition, occultism, exorcism, divination,

‘Content’ of matter broadcast should not be shown out of ‘context’.

and the paranormal should be avoided.

Broadcasters should exercise care and objectivity in featuring activities, beliefs, practices, or
views of any racial or religious group in their content to prevent any negative impact thereof.

“Reconstruction” of events, when shown, should be clearly so marked, and to be consistent
with these Guidelines.

Broadcasters should eschew unhealthy competition that may lead to deterioration of broadcasting
standards.

1. Accuracy

1.1 Information should be gathered first-hand from more than one source, if possible.
1.2 Reports received from news-agencies should be attributed and where possible be verified.
1.3 Allegations should be reported accurately as made.

1.4 Use of archival material should be clearly labeled “file” and preferably also state date and
time of initial broadcast.

1.5 Errors of fact should be corrected at the earliest, giving sufficient prominence to the
broadcast of the correct version of fact(s).

1.6 Facts should be clearly distinguishable from, and not be mixed-up with, opinion, analysis
and comment.

2. Impartiality, Neutrality & Fairness

2.1 For balanced reportage, broadcasters should remain neutral and ensure that diverse views
are covered in their reporting, especially on a controversial subject, without giving undue
prominence to any particular view.

2.2 In editing content, broadcasters should ensure that there is no distortion of the facts and
events being reported or of the views expressed.

2.3 Broadcasters should not use information or pictures obtained through misrepresentation or
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deception. (For Sting Operation guidelines see separate section below)

3. Law & Order, Crime & Violence

3.1 Content should not glamorize or sensationalize crime or condone criminal actions, including
suicide.

3.2 Content should not depict techniques of crime that may tempt imitation, especially with
reference to terrorism and suicide.

3.3 Reports on crime should not amount to prejudging or pre-deciding a matter that is, or is likely
to be, sub judice.

3.4 No publicity should be given to the accused or witnesses that may interfere in the administration
of justice or be prejudicial to a fair trial.

3.5 Identities of victims should not be disclosed in cases of sexual crimes and violence on women
and children.

3.6 The dead must be treated with respect. Close-ups of dead or mutilated bodies should not be
shown.

3.7 Violence must not be depicted solely for its own sake, or for its gratuitous exploitation or to
pander to sadistic or other perverted tastes. Scenes with excessive violence or suffering such as
close-up shots of persons being subject to brutality, torture or being killed and visual depiction
of such matter should be avoided.

3.8 Broadcasters should not glamorize or in any way promote individuals, groups or organizations
that employ or advocate the use of violence or engage in criminal / nefarious activity.
Hooliganism, vandalism and all forms of delinquency should not be shown in favorable light.

3.9 Live broadcast of sensitive and distressing material without prior scrutiny by senior editorial
personnel should be avoided.

4.Good Taste & Decency, Sex & Nudity

4.1 In selecting content, broadcasters should abide by current norms and mores of decency and
taste, in visuals, language and behaviour, keeping in mind the context in which any visuals,
language or behaviour occurs, including the broadcast time, type of content, target audience,
use of parental advisories, cautions and content classification.

4.2 Content that contains violent or sexual material, crude, offensive, or coarse language or other
content likely to disturb or offend even a reasonable adult viewer should be avoided.

4.3 Subjects dealing with incest and sexual abuse, especially of children, must be handled with
extreme care and sensitivity.

4.4 Combination of violence and sexuality designed in a manner that titillates should not be
shown.

4.5 Coverage of killings, including terrorist attacks, executions and assassinations, should not be
explicit or prolonged.
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5. Privacy

5.1 Broadcasters should exercise discretion and sensitivity when reporting on distressing situations,
on grief and bereavement.

5.2 Persons should not be featured in content in a manner that denigrates or discriminates against
sections of the community on account of race, age, disability, sex, sexual orientation,
occupation, religion, cultural or political beliefs.

5.3 Content that would cause unwarranted distress to surviving family members, including by
showing archival footage, should be avoided.

5.4 No information relating to the location of a person’s home or family should be disclosed
without permission from the concerned person.

5.5 Surreptitious recording of any person or event should only be made without committing any
illegality and if editorially justified.

5.6 Interviews of the injured, victims or grieving persons should be conducted only with prior
consent of the persons or where applicable their guardian.
6. National Security

6.1 Broadcasters should not disclose confidential information of operations involving national
security.

6.2 Broadcasters should use due discretion in reporting on operational methods used by perpetrators
of serious offences against the State during the occurrence of the event.

6.3 Live interviews with perpetrators should not be aired.

6.4 Reporting of events which erodes public confidence in the capacity of national institutions
meant to protect them should be avoided during the occurrence of the event.

6.5 Broadcasters should not reveal technical details of operations, to prevent information relating
to strategies and operations of security agencies becoming known to the perpetrators.
7. Supernatural, Occultism & Paranormal

7.1 Subjects promoting horror, supernatural, superstition, occultism, exorcism, divination, and the
paranormal, which may be frightening to children should be avoided.

7.2 Belief in superstition, occultism, exorcism, divination and the paranormal should not be
promoted.

8. Children’s Interests

8.1 Broadcasters should not screen content that would disturb or alarm children or tend to have a
deleterious effect on their psyche during their normally accepted viewing times.

8.2 At other times, broadcasters should use appropriate parental advisories, cautions and content
classification. Content relating to or containing anti-social behaviour, domestic friction, drug-
use, smoking, alcohol-use, graphic violence, menacing or horrifying imagery, sexual material,
crude, offensive or coarse language or other content that is likely to disturb, alarm or otherwise
affect the psyche of, or cause distress to, children should be avoided.

| 87 |



3rd Annual Report

2009-10

9. Racial & Religious Harmony
9.1 Racial and religious stereotyping should be avoided.

9.2 Caution should be exercised in reporting content which denigrates or is likely to offend
the sensitivities of any racial or religious group or that may create religious intolerance or
disharmony.

10. Sting Operations

10.1 Sting operations should only be conducted in “public interest” and when no other means is
available to obtain the requisite information, without any illegality or inducement and subject
to the legitimate right to privacy.

10.2 Broadcasters should resort to sting operations only if editorially justified, for exposing wrong-
doing, particularly of the public facets of people in public life.

10.3 No sting operation should be conducted except with the concurrence of the person overall in-
charge of editorial function; and the Managing Director and/or the Chief Executive Officer
of the broadcaster should also be kept fully informed of any sting operation.

10.4 Sting operations should be so conducted as to obtain “evidence” of an offence but not to
induce “commission” of an offence.

February 10, 2009
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"l *Vukvk dh fjikfvix dju di bk e "l

fof’k"V fn’kk funi’k

U;€ ckMdkLV L, BkER, ku ,u ch L% viuh vkpkj Bfgrk ,o 1lkj.k ekudk e fufgr viRefu;eu
d fh}krk d vu:zi fueufyf[kr fn’kfuni’k ,o fof’k’V ekunM tkjh djrk g ftudk ikyu InL;
ckMAKLV I Fjk fd sk tkuk gA

eyHir ekud
IHh [kejle dh fjikfvix fuufyf[kr ekunMi dk /;ku e j[kdj dh tkuh pkfg,

d-
[

%-

1-2

1-3

1-4

1-5

1-6

[kcjk dh BHA fjikfvix ™tufgr™ e gkuh pkfg;A

fpikfVix ,iIh gkuh pkfg; fEl L Bulluh vFkok n’kdk e cotg Mj] %cjkgV ;k fprk ugh
QyA

ilkfjr dh tku okyh "Bkefx;k* dk "InH* I ij ugh gkuk pkfg;A

H;] vykfdd “kiDr] wvi/kfo’okll] r=&e= ,o tkn&Vku] >kM&Qd] peRdkfjd fIf) ;k b’ojRo
dh 1kflr vkj 1jykfdd ckrk dk c<kok nui oky: fo’k;k B 1jg€ djuk pkig;A

ckMdkLV L dk fdIh uLyh ;k /Kkfed Beg dh xfriof/k;k] ekU; rkvk] iFkkvie vFkok fopkjk dk
ilkfjr dju d ekey e Bko/kkuh ,o fu"ifkrk cjrun pkfg;] rkfd fdlh ij mudk udkjkRed
itkko u M A

AVukvk dk MukV; o akrgke* ifjdLVDkub fnkk; gku 1y bl LiVozo b MukV; o kgt
fy [k tkuk pkfg; vkj ;g fn’kkfun’kk d vullkj gh gkuk pkfg;A

ckMdiLVE dk ollh vufpr ;k vLoklF;dj ifrLi/kk dju I cpuk pkfg;: fEl L ckMdkLVix
Lrj e fxjkoV vku dk [krjk gk A

- rF;kRedrk

vxj IHo gk rk ,d Dpuk ,d bkr Ivikd Bkrk BaR;{k ;k Ib/k rkj 1j gkfly dj midh
1V dh tkuh pkfg;A

Lokn Rfefr;k b ikir fjikvk d ekey e ,tlhh dk mYyi[k djuk pkig;: vkj BHo gkui ij
Lekpkjk dh 1f'V viu Lrj 1j Hh dj yuh pkfg, A

vkjkik dk Bhd mih rjg b fjikV. fd;k thuk pkfg;: fel rjg I o yxk;: X;i gkA

ijkuh QVt Ivkdkboy Bkextt dk bLreky djr Ie; ml ij Li"V i I "Qkby™ fy[kk
thuk pkfg;: vkj mid BkFk midi ey ulkj.k dh frifk ,o Be; dk Hh mYyi[k ;FkBHko fd;k
thuk pkfg;A

dkb rF;kRed xyrh gku 1j tYn I tYn midk D/ fd;k tkuk pkfg;: rFk Bgh fd; x;!
rF; @rF;k dk tefkrk I nhkfjr fd;k thuk pkfg;A

rF;k dk fopkjk] fo’yk.kk ,o fVIif.k;k o DkFk feykuk ugh pkfg; cfyd mlg vyx b LTV
1 b fnkkuk pkfg;A
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2- fui{krk] rVLFkrk vkj Li"Vrk

2-1 brfyr fjikfVix di fy;: ckMdkLVE dk fu'i{k joguk pkfg;: vkj ;g Bfuf’pr djuk pkfg;: fd
mudh fjakfVix el [kkldj fooknkLin fo’;k d ekey: e] fdlh [k fopkj dk virfjDr egRo
fn; cxj foflkiu i{kk d fopkjk dk “kfey fd;k €k;i A

2-2 lefx;k d Liknu di nkjku ckMdkLVE dk ;g Bfuf’pr djuk pkfg;: fd rF;k rik fjikVv dh
Tk jah AVukvk vFkok 0;Dr fd;i x;i fopkjk e fdlh rjg dh NMNkM ugh dh €k;A

2-3 ckMdkLVE dk vufpr rjhd I vFkok /kk[k B ikir dh x;h Bpuk vFkok rLohjk dk bLreky
ugh djuk pkfg;A UfLVix vkij’ku b Bcf/kr fn’kkfuni’ke di fy ;i vyx bouhpr fng x;i Hkkx
dk nifk#

3 ok vaj 0;0LFK vijkek vej fg ik
31 vhkfjr dh thku okyh Bkexh di tfj; vijk/k dk u rk efgekefMr fd;k tkuk pkfg;: vFkok u

gh mbi Buluh[kt cuk;k thkuk pkfg;A BkFk gh mD Bkexh dk uhkj.k bl idkj fd;k tk;]
fel b viRegr;k Hfgr reke vkijki/kd dR;k dk fdlh idkj dh Lohdk;rk u fey 1dA

32 vhkfjr dn tku okyh Bkekxh ei vijk/k [kl dj vkrdokn vkj vikRegR;k dh mu rduhdk dk
0.ku ugh fd;k tkuk pkfg;: ftudh udy dh tk 1drh gA

33 viji/k It Lct/kr ekeyk dh fjikfVix 1oxg ;Dr ugh gkuh pkfg, vkj u gh viuh vkj 1 dkb
fu'd’k fudky tku pkfg,] [kl dj rc] tc ekeyk Usk;ky; di v/ku gkA

34 fdlh vit;Dr ;k xokg di i{k dk bl idkj 1pkj ugh fd;k tkuk pkfg;: fel b Usk; ifD;k
el gtr{ki gk Bdrk gk vFkok fu”i{k Duokb ei ck/kk mRilu gkrh gk A

35 ;ku vijkikk vkj efgykvk ,o cPpk d fLkykQ fglk di ekey: ei 1hfMrk dh igpku mtkxj ugh
dh tkuh pkfg;A

36 er 0;fDr;k dk BEeku fn;k tkuk pkfg;A erdk ;k {kr&fo{kr “kok di cgr fudV I fy;i Xx;
fp= iDyktvih ugh fn[kk;: €ku pkfg;A

37 fglk dh %Vukvk dk fIQ fglk fn[ku] fdlh Hh Edkj mb c<kok nu] 1j&iMk vkj fodr
ekufidrk d ipkj di fy, ugh fn[kkuk pkfg,A ,Ih %Vuk, ftue: cgr vikd fglk gk /I
0;fDr] ftud: BkFk ccj 0;0gkj fd;k tk jok gk] dijrk dh &k jgh gk] ftudh gr;k dh tk joh
gk] mudh rLohji fudV I iDykt vik fn[ku b cpuk pkfg,A

3-8 ckmdkLvVE dk fdlh Hbh rjg I mu 0;fDr;k] Begk vFkok BxBuk dk xKjokflor ;k mpkfjr
ugh djuk pkfg; tk fglk djr g vrkok fglk dh odkyr djri g vFkok tk vkijkfi/kd@
%.kLin xfrfof/k;k e “kfey gA xiMkxnh] mino vFkok vijk/k di wvU; dkek dk bl rjg L
ugh fnkk;k tkuk pkfg;] fEl L mbd i{k dk BeFku gkrk irhr gkA

39 ofj’B Likndh; defi Hjk tkp&iMrky d cxj bonu’ky vkj fopfyr djui okyh Bkefx;k
dk ykbo 1Bkj.k ugh fd;k tkuk pkfg;A
4- Bkekfed “kkyhurk] IDN ,0 uXurk

4-1 ckMdkLV I dk /;ku j[kuk pkfg, fd og fdl Be; fdl rjg dh Bkexh ibkfjr dj jg g vkj
BkekU; rkj 1j ckMdkLV Bkexh dk puko djri Be; Dkekftd wvkpkj] e;knkvk vkj ekunMk
dk ikyu djuk pkfg, A fdl idkj dh Bkexh fdl 1dkj d n’kdk d fy, mfpr g vkj fdu
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n’kdk d fy, vufpr] bbdk /;ku j[kr g, uhkj.k dk Be; r; djuk pkfg,] BkFk gh bIh di
vu:lk nlkj.k dh fo’k; olLr] Hk'kk vkj rLohjk dk puko fd;k tkuk pkfg, A

42 olh Rkexh b 1jogt fd;k tkuk pkfg; fele fglk vFkok IDI Dc/kh Bkexh gk] fele:
vifjiDo] vidked vFkok wHn Hkkk vFkok ,iBh wU; Bkexh dk bLreky fd;k x;k gk fel
food’ky o;Ld Hkh fopfyr gk Bdrk g ;k vkgr eghll dj Idrk g A

4-3 ;Ku vijk/ke vkj sku kK] [kkB rkg ij cPpk di BkFk gku oky: il “kek.k 1 Dicf/kr Dekpkjk
d lc/k e WR;f/kd Rko/kkuh ,o0 Bonu’khyrk cjruh pkfg;A

4-4 mRrtuk 1nk dju okyh fglk ,o dkedrk b ;Dr Rkexh ugh fn[kk;h tkuh pkfg;A

45 vkrdoknh gey] oR;k rFk nMRked dkjokb di rgr fdlh d ek thu dh AVukvk dk L1V
1 Lovkj folrkj Bugh fnkk;k tkuk pkfg, A

5- futrk

51 ckMdkLVE dk =kEni.k fLFkfr;k] inMk vkj “kkd vikfn dh fjikfVix d ekey: e food ,o
Lonu’kyrk dk bLreeky djuk pkfg;A

52 fdlh Dkexh e fdhh 0;fDr ;k Benk; dk bl rjg ugh fn[kk;k tkuk pkfg; €k ulLy] me]
fodykxrk] IDI] DI Nc/kh 1ofr;k] 17°k] /ke] BLdfr vFkok jktuhfrd ekl;rkvk di dkj.k
ml: ekt I vyx Fkyx djrk gk ;k mudh Bkekftd Nfo dk efyu djrk gk A

5-3 ollh Bkexn] vkj olh mjkuh rLohji ivkdkboy QViEh ugh tlkfjr dh tkuh pkfg; feEl L er
0;fOr di thfor cp ifjtuk dk vufpr WMk igpA

5-4 Lcf/kr 0;fDr dh vuefr d cxj fdlh 0;fDr d %j vFkok ifjokj d i It Dicf/kr fd Bh Ha
Ipuk dk mtkxj ugh fd;k tkuk pkfg;A

55 fdhh 0;fDr ;k fdBh %Vuk dh xiIr rjhd b jdkiMx doy rHkh djuh pkfg;: tc ,iBk djuk
U;k; fo#) ugh gk vkj Liakndh; nf'V L ik djuk tk; € gkA

56 %k;yk] grkgrk vkj ahfMr 0;fDr;k d Bk{kRdkj doy rHk fy ;i tku pkfg; tc o 0;fDr vFkok
mud: vitkdkkod bld fy, Iger gk A

6- jivh: Wj{kk

6-1 ckMdkLVE dk jk'vh; Bj{kk I €M vitk; kuk@dkjokb sk di ckji e xkiuh; Bpukvk dk [kyklk
ugh djuk pkfg;A

6-2 ckMdkLVE dk n’k d f[kykQ xHkhj wvijkk dju oky: vkrdokin;k vkj “kM;=dkfj;k Fjk
bLreky fd; thku oky rjhdk d ckj e dh tku okyh fjikfVix di nkjku food dk bLreky
djuk pkfg;A

6-3 vkrdokfn; k@M ;=dkfj;k d T{kRdkj dk ykbo uBkj.k ugh fd;k tkuk pkfg;A

6-4 fdIh vkrdoknh %&Vuk ;k ,ilh vU; cMh fgld &Vukvk di nkjku bl 1dkj fjikfvix ugh dh
thuh pkfg,] fEl L turk dk fo’okl mu BLFkvk 1j B mBrk gk] feu 1j turk dh Fj{kk dh
ftEenkjh g A

6-5 ckMdkLVE dk Dj{kk cyk di vitk;kuk B Bef/kr rdundh C;Kp] Bj{kk , €F1;k di vtk kuk o
mudh j.kutfr;k I Bef/kr Dpuk, mekxj ugh djuh pkfg;: D;kfd ik dju B “M;=dkfj 5k
dk ykik fey Idrk gA
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7- vykfdd] r=&e= ,o ijykfdd

7-1 Hk;] vykfdd “kDr] w/kfo’okl] r=&e=] tkn&Vku] Hr Hkxkur vk nioh “kfiDr;k] fIf) ;k]
b’ojRo 1kir gku di nkok vkj 1jYkfdd fo'k;k vkfin dk c<kok nui okyh ollh Bkefx;k nlkfjr
ugh djuh pkfg;: ftull cPpk e Mj ink gk Bdrk gA

72 vilkfo’okl] tkn&Vku] Hr Hkxku] nioh “kfDr;k vkj 1jykfdd jglL;k vkin 1 Lcf/kr elU; rkvk
dk c<kok ugh fn;k tkuk pkig;A

8- cky fgr

81 ckmdkLVE dk i1l De; ij tc cPpivke rkj 1j Viyhfotu nifkr g] olh Bkefx;k dk 1 Bkj.k
ugh djuk pkfg;: feul: cPpi fopfyr ;k Hk;Hkhr gk €k;i vFkok mud eukfoKku 1j gkfudkjd
vlj iMA

82 vU; le; ij ,Ih Mkefx;k dk nlbkj.k dju 1 ckMdkLVIE dk ekrk&firk di fy;: lefpr
lykg] prkofusk ,o fo'k; di 1dkj Joxhidj.k dk Li"V -1 b mYyi[k djuk pkfig;A Bekt
fojk/kh 0;0gkj] %kjryr >xM] eknd n0;k d Lou] /keiku] “kjkc Dou] fg Bk cjkb;k vFkok Hk;kog
n”;k] ;ku fok;k ] vifjiDo] vkdked ;k Hknnh Hkkk vFkok ollh wvU; Bkexh ugh fn[kkuh pkfg;:
fel bl cPp fopfyr gk Idr g] H;Har gk Bdr g ;k mud: eukfoKku i xgjk vlj iM Bdrk
g ;k mlgi ekufld Inek igp Bdrk gA

9- uLyh ,o /kkfed InHiko
9-1 uLyh ,o /kfed dBeYykiu I tMh Bkefx;k I cpuk pkfg;A

92 I fo'k;k dh fjikfVix e vR;Ur Bko/kkuh cjrh tkuh pkfg,] feull fdlh uLy ;k /kfed
leg dh Bonukvk dk BI igp Idrh gkl mudh Nfo efyu gk Bdrh gk ;k ml L /kfed
vifg'.krk ;k oeul; Qy Idrk gkA

10- fLVX Vkij’ku

10-1 fLVX vkij’ku Mtufgr™ el doy rHa fd ;i tku pkfg;: €tc €z jh Dpuk dk gifly dju d
fy ;i dkb wvU; JkLrk ugh gk rFk ;g dkb xjdkuuh rjhdk viuk;: cxj] fdIh dk Bykdku fn;:
cxj fd;k tkuk pkfg, vkj bl nkjku futrk d o/kfud vi/kdkjk dk /;ku j[kk tkuk pkig;A

10-2 ckMdkLV I dk doy rHi fLVix vkijku dk Bgkjk yuk pkig;i €c , 0k djuk Likndh; nf'V
I mfpr gk rFk fdIh xyr dke dk vkj [kI rkj 1j Bkotfud thou I €M 0;fDr;k dh
IPpkb’ dk mtkxj djuk gkA

10-3 dkb’ Hh fLVix vkij’ku Biakndh; tef[k dh Bgefr ydj gh fd;k tkuk pkfg;: vkj ckMdkfLVix
dEiuh d ic/k fun’kd vFkok e[ ; dk;dkjh vi/kdkjh dk Hh BH0 fLVX vkij’ku di ckji e 10
Ifpr fd;k tkuk pkfg;A

10-4 fLVix vkij’ku fdIh vijk/k di bic/k et Ber €Vku di fy;: fd;k thuk pkfg; u fd fdIh dk
Iykiku ndj “vijk/k dju* di fy, mdlk;k tk; A

10 Qjojf] 2009
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November 27, 2008

All Editors of NBA

Important Advisory

As you are all aware, the Bombay terrorist strikes are a matter of grave concern to the entire nation
bordering on a matter of national security. At the same time this unprecedented episode requires to
be covered by all members as part of their bounden duty as news journalists.

However, considering the extremely precarious situation Editors/Members are advised that it is
vital that no coverage be made which would in any way affect the operations being conducted by
the security agencies to control this situation or that would endanger the safety of persons who are
involved in the terror attacks.

Accordingly, as a measure of self-restraint and self regulation and to demonstrate our sense of
responsibility all Editors/Members are requested to ensure not to cover this episode in any manner
that may tend to interfere in the operations of the security agencies or impede the terrorists being
brought to justice or endanger the lives of persons who are in the midst of the terror attacks.

We emphasise that this advisory be taken with the utmost seriousness since these are matters which
are far above the other interests of any broadcaster.
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18.3.09
All Members & Editors of NBA

Kasab Trial

We have been informed by Ministry of Information & Broadcasting, that the Ministry of Home
Affairs has information that some of our Member channels propose to run programmes /news
reports comprising the interrogation/confession of Kasab, the terrorist arrested in connection with
the Mumbai terror attack.

Please be advised that in Writ Petition (Civil) No7368 of 2008 titled Act Now for Harmony
and Democracy and Another vs. UOI & others, the Delhi High Court is seized of a similar
issue challenging a print media report where the interrogation/confession of an accused after the
Batla House encounter in September 2008 was reported. In the said proceedings the High Court
has expressed displeasure on the subject news report. The NBA has intervened in the said writ
petition and has been called upon to assist in addressing the media related issues that arise in the
proceedings.

Member channels will note that any programme/news report containing the text or details relating
to Kasab’s interrogation/ confessions are likely to invite similar action as above apart from being
in violation of the Code of Ethics & Broadcasting Standards & Guidelines issued by the NBA from
time to time. Most importantly any such programmes /news reports may be prejudicial to national
interest; may interfere with the course of justice and may therefore also amount to contempt of
court.

Accordingly member channels are hereby advised to desist from running any programme/news
reports containing the text or details or any other similar material relating to Kasab.

21.7.09
All Editors of NBA

Kasab Trial

In the true spirit of self regulation, we are glad to note that Ashutosh has brought to our knowledge
that a tape is floating in the market claiming to have interrogation of Ajmal Kasab with a price tag
& requesting his "peers" to desist from using the tape.

While Ashutosh's mail would be the sounding board for all of you , we would however like to
draw you attention to the Advisory dated 18.3.09 requesting all Editors to desist from running any
programme/news reports containing the text or details or any other similar material relating to
Kasab. A copy of the said Advisory is attached once again for your reference.

You are requested to kindly take a note of the same.
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October 27, 2009
All Editors of NBA

Coverage of Delhi - Bhubaneshwar Rajdhani Express held Hostage

Your attention is drawn to Rule 6 of Specific Guidelines Covering Reportage dated 10.2.09
which relates to covering of incidents which impinges on issues of national Security. The same is
reproduced below:

6. National Security

6.1 Broadcasters should not disclose confidential information of operations involving national
security.

6.2 Broadcasters should use due discretion in reporting on operational methods used by perpetrators
of serious offences against the State during the occurrence of the event.

6.3 Live interviews with perpetrators should not be aired.

6.4 Reporting of events which erodes public confidence in the capacity of national institutions
meant to protect them should be avoided during the occurrence of the event.

6.5 Broadcasters should not reveal technical details of operations, to prevent information relating
to strategies and operations of security agencies becoming known to the perpetrators.

We are drawing your attention the above Guideline in the context of the ongoing coverage by all
news channels of the Delhi - Bhubhaneshwar Rajdhani Express being held hostage near Jhargram
just a few hours ago with over 1200 passengers on board, in regard to which we have also received
communications from the Ministry of Information & Broadcasting calling upon our Members to
exercise restraint.

In view of the above, you are advised to kindly bear in mind the foregoing self adopted guidelines
both in letter & spirit in regard to reportage of the incident.
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November 5, 2009
All Editors of NBA

Programmes /Coverage of 26/11 Mumbai Terror Attacks -
1st Anniversary — Advisory

Member news channels would be in the process of making programmes/reports on the first
anniversary of the terror attacks that took place on 26/11 in Mumbai last year killing innocent
people.

As you are all aware, the Mumbai terrorist attacks were a matter of grave concern to the entire
nation on a matter of National Security. At the same time the anniversary of this unprecedented
episode requires to be covered by all Members as part of their bounden duty as news journalists.

However, considering the extremely sensitive nature of the terror attacks and also of the matter
being sub-judice, Editors/Members are advised that all programmes/reports relating to the terror
attacks be made bearing in mind the “Emergency Guidelines & the Specific Guidelines relating to
Reportage” dated 18.12.08 & 10.2.09 respectively that were issued by the NBA, copies of which
are attached for your ready reference.

All telecast of programmes/reports relating to 26/11 terror attack should be tested on the touchstone
of “public interest” to avoid any conflict therewith.

We emphasise that this advisory be taken for compliance with the utmost seriousness.
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September 8, 2009

All Editors of NBA

We are forwarding a mail received from Jt. Commissioner of Police (Law and Order), Mumbai,
which is self-explanatory.

We request you to kindly bear in mind the contents of this mail while taking your editorial decisions
on the subject matter.

Regards,
Annie Joseph
Secretary General, NBA

"Mumbai Police” <police.mumbai@gmail.com > said:
—————————— Forwarded message ----------

From: Mumbai Police <police.mumbai@gmail.com >

Date: 7 Sep 2009 19:09
Subject:

To: nba@nbanewdelhi.com
Cc: nbanewdelhi@gmail.com

Dear Ma'm

It is reliably learnt that Shri. Nitin Gadkari, MLC, BJP, during his press conference in Mumbai, has
distributed certain CD's to the press correspondents for broadcasting through the news channels.
The CD's pertain to the recent communal voilence in Miraj, district Sangli of Maharashtra. In view
of the fact that the situation in Miraj and neighbouring districs is still volatile, the broadcasting
of the CD's is likely to influence the communal situation in Maharashtra and in other parts of the
country as well.

It is therefore kindly requested that the Members of your esteemed organization be intimated
accordingly and requested not to air the said CD. as distributed by Shri. Nitin Gadkari.

Thanking You,
From,

Jt. Commissioner of Police (Law and Order),

O/o0. Commissioner of Police, Mumbai Opp. Crawford Market,
D.N. Road, Mumbai - 400 001

Tel. 022-22620826 / 022-22613552 Fax 022-22621835
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January 16, 2010
All Editors of NBA

Showing Mr. Jyoti Basu former Chief Minister of
West Bengal in Comatose condition

At the Authority meeting held yesterday, the Authority considered the following letter received
from Prof. Dipankar Gupta, Member NBA Authority which is reproduced below:

“...it was very distressing to see the number of times our member TV channels repeatedly broadcast
Jyoti Basu being taken around in a comatose state with tubes and masks all over him.

We had decided not to take away the dignity of dead people, but the rationale behind this was to
allow those who are helpless to retain their sense of self respect on all occasions, even when it
seems so tempting to put out on the air waves. Jyoti Basu was always a man who held himself with
great pride throughout his long career. He inspired awe and respect. To show him prostrate with
tubes through his open mouth is surely a sign of a total lack of consideration. I would like to ask
those who okayed this broadcast, would they like others to see them if they are ever in the condition
that Jyoti Basu is now?

Why have our Member TV channels not appreciated the thought behind the earlier decision to give
dignity to the dead. We should perhaps add "to the dead and dying." When Ted Kennedy died they
did not show him being wheeled around in a helpless condition.

Will the message ever go home to our fellow Members in the NBA? Are we exerting ourselves in
vain? I am happy we are getting ahead with promos, etc., but the mindset has to change from within.
How many injunctions are we going to issue before the thought settles in the consciousness of our
TV journalists that good journalism is neither sensationalism nor pandering to base voyeuristic
urges...”.

The Authority was of the unanimous view that Editors of NBA may be advised not to use the said
visual henceforth. To ensure compliance please circulate the same to all concerned in the Editorial
/ Production teams as Mr. Jyoti Basu is in a critical condition.
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June 30, 2010
All Editors of NBA

Reporting of Kashmir issue and Amarnath Yatra

As you are all aware the NBA has Specific Guidelines Covering Reportage and also a set of
Guidelines for Telecast of News During Emergency Situations (copies of both are attached), which
our Members are obliged to follow.

The coverage of Kashmir issue in the past few days, including the Amarnath Yatra, appears
to involve a situation which requires sensitive handling of coverage and may require additional
caution.

We therefore, wish to remind our esteemed Editors to carefully bear in mind the Guidelines
attached so as to be within the parameters of responsible and cautious reporting.

In particular it has been noticed that archival material is being telecast without being clearly labelled
“file” which omission must be avoided in view of our Guidelines.

This specific Guideline is reproduced below:
1. Accuracy

1.4. Use of archival material should be clearly labelled “file” and preferably also state date
& time of initial broadcast
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Proxy Form

News Broadcasters Association
Regd. Off: 101-103, Paramount Tower,
C-17 Community Center, Janakpuri,
New Delhi - 110 058

| being a Member of the above named Association,
representing (Corporate Entity) do hereby appoint
Mr./Ms R/o or failing him/her
Mr./Ms. R/o as my proxy to

vote for me on my behalf at the 3rd Annual General Meeting of the Association to be held

on Wednesday, the 15th September, 2010, at 12.00 noon at Maharani Hall, The Claridges,

12 Aurangzeb Road, New Delhi - 110011 and at any adjournment thereof.

Signed this

day of 2010

Signature of Member Representative

Name of Broadcaster

15 Paise

revenue

stamp

Note : In order to be effective & valid, the proxy form must be received by the Association at

its Registered Office not less than 48 hours before the commencement of the Meeting.
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Attendance Slip
News Broadcasters Association
Regd. Off: 101-103, Paramount Tower,

C-17 Community Center, Janakpuri,
New Delhi - 110 058

(To be filled in BLOCK LETTERS)

Name of the Member Representative

Name of the Proxy

(To be filled in if proxy form has been duly deposited with the Association)

I hereby record my presence at the 3rd Annual General Meeting of the News Broadcasters
Association held on Wednesday, the 15th day of September, 2010, at Maharani Hall, The
Claridges, 12 Aurangzeb Road, New Delhi - 110011.

Signature of Member Representative / Proxy

(To be signed at the time of handing over this slip)

(Please fill attendance slip and hand it over at the entrance of the Meeting Hall)
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Chairperson & Members on the
News Broadcasting Standards Authority

Justice J. S. Verma
(Former Chief Justice of India)
Chairperson

Members Representing Eminent Persons

Chokila lyer Dipankar Gupta Kiran Karnik Nitin Desai

Members Representing Editors

e
—J.—LIIA._.
Milind Khandekar Satish K. Singh Sonia Singh Vinod Kapri
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